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ANGE GETS THE NOD 


By Bert van Bedaf 


indicated a complete seachange af the coaching per- 

sonnel at the national level, when he announced the 
appointment of South Melbourne coach Ange 
Postecoglou as the successor of Les Scheinflug and fore- 
shadowed the likely departure of Raul Blanco as Olyroos 
coach after the Sydney Olympics this year. 

Postecoglou’s appointment as coach of the Joeys (U17s) 
and the Young Socceroos (U20s) was a foregone conclusion 
after months of speculation, informed leaks and an embar- 
goed press release that found its way into the media before 
the official announcement last Sunday at the Hilton hotel in 
Melbourne. 


S= Australia chairman Basil Scarsella virtually 


More revealing was 
Scarsella’s comment when 
asked about Blanco’s future. 
“His position will be re- 
assessed after the 
Olympics,” the chairman 
said, agreeing the appoint- 
ménts of Frank Farina as 
Socceroos coach seven 
months #g0 and now 
Postecoglou as youth coach 
meant “a change of the 
guard(s)” at the head of 
Australia’s coaching struc- 
ture. 

Scheinflug stepped down 

after 20 years as youth 

Ange Postecoglou osc, taking the Under 17's 
to the World Cup final last November. He has been appoint- 
ed to the new position of technical director, national teams 
and elite player development. 

Australia’s national coaches have $3 million at their dis- 
posal, $1 million each for the Socceroos and Olyroos and 
$500,000 each for the youth sides, In other words, Ange 
Postecoglou has become Australian soccer's third million 
dollar man, 

For Postecoglou the move from being South Melbourne's 
most successful coach to taking charge of the cream of 
youth is as much a wrench as it is a challenge 
. if not all, of his soccer life, from an eight-year-old 
to now being 34, has been spent at Melbourne's most famous 
Greek-backed club. He has been involved in all of South's 
four championships, in 1984 as its youngest player, in 1991 
a captain, and in the last two seasons, 1998 and 1999, as 
coach, 

His first coaching job was with Westem Suburbs in 

Victoria's State League before returning to South 
Melbourne. 
Apart from the back-to-back titles. also among his most 
ses. with South are the Occania club champi- 
onship last year and the club's creditable performances at the 
FIFA world club championship in Brazil last January, which 
Postecoglou regards as ane of the great highlights of his club 
coaching career. 


Perth snatch likely minor premiership 


Push and Shove: Perth’s Kasey-Wehrman and Wollongong’s Mark Robertson 
get shirty at Brandon Park last Sunday night. The Glory kept the high-scoring 
Wolves scoreless at home and take a one-point lead at the top of the table 
with one match remaining. 

Considering the Glory have season disappointments Northern Spirit at home 
and the Wolves travel to Melbourne to tackle fellow top six team Carlton, the , 
Glory should secure their first minor premiership in their short 
four year history. 


Continued on Page 3 
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UNDER 17 TRAIN-ON SQUAD 


ew National Youth coach 

Ange Postecoglou will 

be in charge of his first 
UAT's train-on squad at the 
AIS for a week starting on May 
8. 
The squad is yet to be 
released and ABSW was able to 
get a hold of the list of young 


names. 
The Final U/17's squad will be 
selected after the national tities in 


BILL TURNER 
cuP 


QUALIFYING ROUND 


Toormina 4 Coffs Harbour 2, 
Balranald Central 1 Huston 
Central 0, Concordia 4 Centenary 
Heights 2. 


Westport 4 Camden Haven 2, 
Notre Dame 5 Galen College 1, 
Kooringal 7 St Michaels Wagga 2, 
Tumut 3 Gundagai 0, 
Cootamundra 4 Junee 0, Sr 
Francis Leeton 4 Leeton 1, 
Balranald Cenral 3 Hay 0, 
Deniliquin 3 Barham 0, St Pauls 
Walla Walla 4 Finley 1, Mareeba 5 
Mt Saint Bernard 1, Trinity Bay 3 


fter a somewhat discordant 

opening, Monaro are beginning 

to get their ACT Premiership 
campaign in tune, 

For the second consecutive week the 


| Queanbeyan-based club hit five goals - 


this time the victims were bottom placed 
‘Weston Creek Royals. 

And although a 5-0 scoreline suggests 
a one-sided game at the very least, 
Monaro were made to work for their 
points reward. 

Part of that was their own doing in a 
blank opening period which lasted a 
minute under the half-hour; their over- 
elaborate finishing and hesitancy in front 
of goal was a constant source of frustra- 
tion to their supporters. 

But the‘other side of the equation was 
the spirit shown by a Creek team, the 
majority of whose members are still in 
their teens. Some of the defending owed 
more to desperation than method, but that 
is not to fault a side of young battlers 
whose heads never went down, even 
when the goals began to flow. 

Anda special mention must be made of 
goalkeeper Mike Thomsen. 

Still a little under the ideal height for 


Smithfield 2, Trinity Anglican 9 
Peace Lutheran 0, Innisfail 3 Good 
Counsel 2, Cathedral 2 Townsville 
Grammar 1, Kirwan 8 Pimlico 2, 
Ignatius Park 2 William Ross 1, 
Mirani 3 Proserpine 0, Mackay 
North 3 Pioneer 0, Gloundra 3 
Maroochydore 2, St John’s 
Nambour 3 Nambour 0, 
Downlands 4 Clifton 2, Pittworth 7 


“Christian Outreach 0, Lockyer 4 


Concordia 0, Stanthorpe 7 
Warwick 1, Villanova 5 St Thomas 
More 0, Christian Outreach 
Mansfield 3 Redlands 0, Marsen 2 
John Paul 1, Somerset College 3 
St Michaels Carra, Kings Christian 
3 Robina 0. 


that position, he nevertheless made some 
outstanding saves. At one point he raced 
cout to whip the ball off the feet of Danny 
Macor, then tipped a blazing drive from 
John Nelson over the bar. 

Tt was left to the classy John Rakic to 
break the deadlock in the 29th minute, 
heading home from a Paul Macor cross. 

Goals from Danny Macor and Matt 
Julienne in the three minutes before half 
time ended the game as a contest, with 
Macor and Julienne both adding to their 
totals in the second half. 

‘The Creek's best effort was a shot from 
Justin Webb which Jan Jeffries had to 
move smartly to save. 

For Monaro coach Jimmy Bland it was 
a happy retum to Woden Park Oval, 
where he had been in charge for the pre- 
vious four seasons. 

“I asked the guys for a good perfor- 
mance today, and they did not let me 
down,” he said, “We were a little fussy in 
the penalty box at times, but their goal- 
keeper certainly kept the score from 
becoming embarrassing. 

“We have heen hot and cold this sea- 
son, and some of the guys seem to have 
been suffering from a premiership hang- 
over...I think they realise now that every 
team we meet wants to knock us off and 
they have to raise their game according- 


‘must say it is very nice to finally 

see all parties in favour of a deci- 
sion made by Soccer Australia. The 
appointment of Ange Postecoglou as 
the new Youth and U/17's coach is 
not only a good one, but one that I’m 
sure will bring continued fruitful div- 
idends for our young teams. 

Congratulations Ange! 


a cracking match at 

Brandon Park last Sunday 

night between the Top Two - 
Wollongong and Perth. 

With these two teams having to 
meet at least twice more in the semi- 
finals and possibly a third time in the 
Grand Final, we will see alot more 
great football from our potential NSL 
Champions. 

Keep it up boys. 


Ruud van Nistelrooy saga at 
Man.United just keeps getting 
better. The on again — off again saga 
is now off again with van Nistelrooy 
out injured for eight months (see 
page 24). I wonder if he'll be in 
England at all next season? 


nfortunately for Aussie Harry 
Kewell, England’s Player of the 
Year went to Roy Keane - skipper of 
United (see page 24). Kewell was the 
standout player of the season in my 
mind but he finished third behind 


Keane and Kevin Phillips of 
Sunderland. 

Tt would be a travesty if he does 
not win the Young Player of the Year 
award. 


S peaking of big name players, 
Italy’s Alex Del Piero is the 
World's Highest Payed Footballer 
(see page 25 & Centre). We are talk- 
ing serious bickies too...$18 million a 
year. Not enough to live on but it’s a 
start. 


all the foreigners and all the 
hype that surrounds Gianluca 
Vialli’s Chelsea, if they finish fourth 
in the league and lose the FA Cup 
final to Villa on May 20, Chelsea 
could miss out on European competi- 
tion altogether. No wonder Vialli is 
looking at a major clearout (see page 
27). 


nally, it’s great to see that nice 

guys don’t always finish last. 
Brazilian ex-World Cup winner 
Carlos Dunga has donated $206 000 
to an orphanage in Bosnia before a 
Charity Peace Match. A real gentle- 
man and he got a bonus when his 
World XI side won the match 1-0 
courtesy of a Roberto Baggio penal- 
ty. 


Ed. 


REVAMPED WEBSITE 
FOR SCHOOLS SOCCER 


ustralian Schools Soccer have just revamped their web site. New sections 
State News where individual State or Territory schools soccer 
organisations can host their own section. 
‘Also included is the start of a statistics section detailing the number of Australian 
players that each State/Territory has provided as well as the number of tours/home 
internationals that players and officials have been involved in. 


Visit the site at Www. geocities.com/~asssa 
For further information contact Richard Beazley on 0418 473 614 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


The highest score of the round went to 
Deakin, whose erratic season took anoth- 
er tum with a 6-1 win over Capital City 
Suns. League leaders Gungahlin Juventus 
had a surprisingly hard struggle to get 
past Burns Club with the only goal of the 
game, and there was also a single score in 
the match between Canberra Olympic 
and University of Canberra, Olympic’s 
Njegosh Popovich supplying the winner. 

In the remaining match Tuggeranong 
United and Belconnen United battled to a 
2-2 draw. 

Other results included: 

Under 23s: Gungahlin Juventus 3 


ly. 


ACT PREMIERSHIP 


University of Canberra 
Weston Creek Royals 


Burns Club 2, Canberra’ Olympic 3 
University of Canberra 0, Weston Creek 
Royals 2 Monaro 3, Tuggeranong United 
0 Belconnen United 2, Capital City Suns 
6 Canberra Deakin 1. 

Under 19s: Gungahlin Juventus 7 
Burns Club 1, Weston Creek Royals 7 
Monaro 1, Tuggeranong United 2 
Belconnen United 7, Capital City Suns 1 
Canberra Deakin 3. 

Easter Monday results: Weston Creek 
Royals 3 Canberra Olympic 3, Monaro 5 
Canberra Deakin 2, Belconnen United 0 
Gungahlin Juventus 2, University of 
Canberra 0 Tuggeranong United 3, Burns 
Club 5 Capital City Suns 4. 
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ANGE GETS THE NOD 


Continued from front page 


He also represented Australia four 
times and was part of the U20 team that 
played in the 1985 World Cup finals in 
the former USSR. 

His first task will be running a youth 
camp from May 8, as Australia gears up 
for qualification for the 117s and 1120s 
World Youth Cups in the next six to 
ight months. 

South Melbourne president George 
Vasilopoulos keenly felt the loss to the 
club, but he was also happy to see its 
most favourite son succeed at a higher 
level. 

“T am sad and happy at the same time. 
There are mixed feelings,” Vasilopoulos 
confided. 

“Ange has been a member of the 
family since he was eight years old. It 
will be a big adjustment not seeing him 
in the dressing room. There’s no doubt 
he’s been our most successful coach. But 
he is old enough now to cut the umbilical 
cord and we wish him all the very best. 
‘The new coach will have his hands full 
rebuilding,” he said. 

Among the candidates to succeed 
Postecoglou at Albert Park are 
Wollongong Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, former Socceroo 
legend and Bulleen coach Alan Davidson 
and current St Albans coach Mike 
Petersen, who was assistant coach at 
‘South Melbourne for several years. 

Also not out of calculation are South 
assistant coach Carl Halford and senior 
players David Clarkson and John 
Anastasiadis. 

Significant also is the realisation that 
for the first time in Australian soccer 


Power Packe 
Sunday 


history, a national coaching position will 
be based in Melbourne. 

Postecoglou will work from an office 
at the Victorian Soccer Federation in 
South Melbourne. 

But his job will entail much travelling 


Basil Scarsella: A changing of 
the guard is imminent. 


throughout Australia to touch base with 
the various sports institutes in the capital 
cities and the Institute of Sport in 
Canberra as well as overseas to keep in 
touch with Australia’s expatriate legion. 
‘Therefore his home base is.nominal and 
will not detract from his responsibilities. 
Neither Scarsella nor Farina expressed 
any reservations about Postecoglou’s 
Melbourne base. 

His appointment is for two years, 
running concurrently with Farina’s task 
to lift the Socceroos to the 2002 World 
Cup in Japan and South Korea. 

Postocoglou’s path to national 
coaching has been a journey of self- 
realisation, without the deliberate aim of 
centering into the national sphere. 


“| never sat down thinking about 
coaching an Australian team. My dream 
was to coach South Melbourne one day. I 
wanted to be there for a long time and 1 
was only halfway through what I wanted 
to achieve, Things haven't gone too well 
for us this year in the national league. It 
wasn't easy to leave South Melbourne, 
but this is a tremendous opportunity. This 
is the first time the job has come up in 20 
years. It was too good an opportunity to 
knock back and it is an exciting time for 
Australian soccer as well,” Postecoglou 
said, 

Scarsella fully endorsed Postecoglou's 
appointment, expressing confidence in 
the coach's abilities and saying it was in 
line with Soccer Australia’s policy to 
install homegrown talent in the top 
positions. 

He also thanked South Melboume for 
facilitating the appointment and assured 
the decision was taken in consultation 
with Farina, who has quickly built a close 
rapport with Postecoglou, 

“I would like to acknowledge the 
contribution of South Melbourne towards 
facilitating the appointment of Ange 
Postecoglou as the U17 and U20 coach. 

We all know he has been very 
successful at South Melbourne, being 
back-to-back premiers, participating in 
the world club championship and George 
Vasilopoulos has been very cooperative 
in helping Soccer Australia,” Scarsella 
said, 

The (SA) board has full confidence in 
Australia's coaching talent, which is 
basically from individuals who have 
grown and learned their trade in 
Australia,” Scarsella said. 

“We believe that our international 


Don’t miss Power's final home game 
of their inaugural season 


Be at the game for your chance to WIN 


Sunday, 7 May at the V 
“Powerhouse” 


Parramatta Stadium 


2.30pm Youth League 


5.00pm NSL Match 


Tickets available from all Ticketek outlets including Parramatta Leagues Club 


reputation going forward must be in the 
hands of Australian talent, who have 
learned their trade in the Australian 
soccer competition. 

“The appointment today is consistent 
with that view. Obviously, experience at 
senior coaching level and results were 
clearly important. 

Good communication skills, people 
management skills were also very 
important. Because he (Postecoglou) is 
going to be dealing with young men of 
Australian soccer, it is:important that 
from the early stages of their careers they 
can relate to a coach they can look up to 
as a role model and finally that he is 
respected throughout the community. I 
think, there is no question in the board's 
mind, that the person that fits those 
characteristics a 110 per cent is Ange 
Postecoglon.” 

Scarsella was also quick to point out 
although there will be close co-operation 
between the coaches, each will have 
well-defined responsibilities measured by 
results, 

“As we see it the Australian Senior 
team coach has the overall oversight of 
all the national teams. But we do not 
want to confuse the accountability. Frank 
(Farina) will be accountable for the 
Socceroos results. Qualifying for the 
World Cup is his priority. Ange will be 
accountable for the U17s and U20 and 
Raul Blanco will be responsible for the 
Olympic team,” he said, 

As it stands now, with all of 
Australia’s teams on the threshold of 
major competitions, Farina, Blanco and 
now also Postecoglou are facing testing 
times to carry the Australian flag 
successfully into the international arena. 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


T= mini ‘crash’ that 
struck the Australian 
Stock Exchange that sent 
the All-ordinaries 
plunging in a southerly 
directly by some 179 
points, didn’t seem to 
affect a few Soccer 
players. 

Guys like Juventus’ 
striker Alessandro Del 
Piero who rakes in some 
$18.5 million per season 
plus Inter’s dynamic 
strike force of Ronaldo 
($15.5 million p.a.) and 
‘Aussie’ Christian Vieri 


But the rest of the gates 
were terrible. 

The worst drop was out 
at the Sydney United 
Sports Centre where the 
drop was from 6,221 to last 
Tuesday’s mere 2,876 to 
watch United play the 
Newcastle Breakers. 

Over at the Perth Oval, 
the Glory this season in 
their game against Sydney 
Olympic attracted 9,328 
against last year’s 13,041. 

Carlton vs Souths 5,034 
(last year 7,971). 

Brisbane Strikers vs 


Christian Vieri: Raking in $11 million p.a. 


(S11 million p.a.) don’t 
need to play the stocks. 

Why? 

They just simply don’t 
have the time to follow 
the sharemarket. 

All three are flat out 
everyday counting their 
wages, : 

Some really have it 
tough, as life was not 
meant to be easy in the 


Italian Serie A. 
ded 
SL CROWD figures, 
almost with 
monotonous regularity, we 
are told are up 


tremendously from last 
season. 

Well we don’t really 
know about that. 

However what we do 
know is that Round 32 
played last Tuesday during 
the ‘extra-long Easter 
weekend’, NSL crowds 
crashed heavily. 

In the seven League 
matches, only one gate was 


up-that being at Hindmarsh 
Stadium where Adelaide 
City did battle with the 
Gippsland Falcons. 

Last season this game 
attracted 5,426 and last 
Tuesday's figure edged up 
106,472. 


Spirit 1,669 (5,436). 

Melbourne Knights vs 
Marconi 2,306 (3,009). 

‘Joe Public’ has spoken 
to our League authorities. 

‘He’ just does not want a 
second round of League 
matches played during the 
Easter break. Kapish. 

eeee 
MOST prominent 
NSL club that does 
everything right off the 
pitch, at last got 
something wrong in 
Round 31. 

Their players are 
extremely well outfitted 
ina bright coloured strip, 
with each player’s 
surname clearly 
emblazoned across the 
back of the shoulder of 
each shirt. 

However one of their 
international goalscoring 
defenders, had his name 
vividly incorrectly spelt. 

‘Good Oil’ concedes it 
was just one letter the 
Club got wrong. 

But surely could one 
imagine say, Argentina 
sending out a player with 
‘Maradoni’ across the 
back of Shirt No 10.7 

Of course not, 

Little things such as 
this can glaringly get out 
of hand in no time. 


1e 
Pi. RRAMATTA 
POWER’s gorgeous 
Public Relations Co- 
ordinator, Ms Erin Pope, 


informs us that the Power 
for its last home match of 


the season this Sunday 
(May 7th), against the 
Auckland Kingz, will be 
charging a very special and 
attractive promotional rate 
for all Family Tickets. 
The Power Family 
Tickets which normally 


Ms Erin Pope: The Power's Public Relations 
Co-ordinator. 


cost $40:00, entitling entry 
of two adults plus two 
children, or one adult and 
three children, for this 
Sunday only, will be 
heavily discounted down to 
amere $20:00. 

The vivacious Ms Pope 
added: “As a further bonus, 
everyone that comes on 
Sunday to the Parramatta 
Stadium for our last match 
of the season, will receive 
an autographed photo of a 
Parramatta Power player.” 

Gates on Sunday will 


open at 2.15pm with the 

Youth League game 

starting at 2.30pm followed 

by the main match at Spm. 
e000 


BS will bring in Live 

ithe exclusive free-to- 
air telecast of this year’s 
FA Cup Final direct from 
Wembley Stadium of the 
big match between Aston 
Villa and Chelsea. 

Telecast times are: 

Saturday May 20th, 
10.30pm (e.s.t.), 10pm 
South Australia and 
Darwin, 8.30pm Perth. 

A full replay will be 
screened on Sunday May 
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21st at 12.30pm in all 
centres. 

Special pre-match 
entertainment will be 
screened at 10.00pm 


‘ALTER ARDONE, 

the Parramatta 
Power’s _ ball-playing 
midfielder, last Tuesday 
night in their clash against 
the Wollongong Wolves, 
produced a magnificent 
piece of play that even 


England great Trevor 
Brooking would have been 
most proud of. 

With the Power trailing 
0-1 nine minutes after the 
break, Ardone gained 
possession whilst three 
Wollongong - players 
penned him in. 

Rather than foolishly 
belting it Upfield, Ardone 
with great skill and vision, 
body-shielded the ball, 
twisted and turned 
backwards till he created a 
little space for himself. 

With great peripheral 
vision, he then let fly a 
rocket over-the-top 50 
metre pass to the right 
where he easily found 
mobile striker Joel 
Griffiths who streaked 
away to blast the urgently 
needed equaliser into the 
bottom far left corner of 
the target. 

Wonderful skills by 
Ardone. 


1e 

ARCONTI 

TRAVEL, 
operators based in 
Sydney, have been 
fortunate to have just 
secured a small stack of 
match tickets for the 
coming Euro 2000 
championships to be 
staged in Belgium and 
Holland. 

Managing director 
Domenico Labbozzetta 
stated to ABSW last 
night: “We've been lucky 
to secure a very limited 
number of match tickets 
which include for the 
games England vs 
Germany and Italy vs 
Sweden, Belgium and 
Turkey. 

“We also have secured 
match tickets to the 
quarter finals, semis as 
well as the Final to be 
played in Rotterdam. 
“Our Company has 
already put together 
some very attractive 
packages enabling our 
clients to see three, four 
and seven games 
including return airfares 
to Europe.” 


Walter Ardone: The Power’s excellent playmaker. 


Zoran Matic: The bird is still not captured. 


(For further details 
refer to page 3). 


ecoe 

DELAIDE CITY’s 

superb 2-4 win over 
their cousin-club Marconi 
last Sunday night, failed to 
trigger off any excitement 
from tough taskmaster Zoran 
Matic. 

The surly Matic, 
renowned by the Media for 
his unorthodox one-liners, 
after the match in reference 
to his side now having 
climbed for the first time 
this season into the Top 
Six-fifth spot in fact- 
barked out: “It’s no big 


climbed to meet a well 
taken Scott Miller corner, 
to crash his historic 
header into the target. 
This vital goal could 
very easily prove to be 
one of the Glory’s most 
valuable of the season. 
Not only has it edged 
the Western Australians 
past Wollongong and to 
the top of the League 
with just one round left at 
home on Sunday to the 
Northern Spirit, but it 
could also lead to their 
first ever Minor League 
Championship, plus gain 
“the Glory priority of a 


. 


Jamie Harnwell: 50th NSL match plus a goal as 
bonus. 


deal. It’s like catching a 
bird and putting it into a 
cage but leaving the door 
open.” 
ecee 
RTH GLORY’s 
sturdy stopper Jamie 
Harnwell racked up his 
50th game in the N.S.L. 
last Sunday night at 
Brandon Park in real fine 
style. 

Not only did Jamie 
heip his goalie Jason 
Petkovie keep a clean- 
sheet against the 
League’s massive 
goalscoring Wollongong 
Wolves (71 goals), but 
lifted himself onto the 
score-sheet nailing the 
Glory’s solitary and 
winning goal. 

Five minutes after 
‘drinks’ Harnwell 


first ever Grand Final in 
Perth. 
eece 
N NSL coach is far 
from happy with his 
NSL sweeper. 

Despite his relatively 
new ‘broom’ having played 
a great game last weekend 
for his team, his coach 
failed to salute him. 

“Y don’t like my 
sweepers belting the ball 
away, either upfield or out 
of play. 

“T want him winning it 
and passing it immediately 
toa team player. 

“Possession is vital to 
our style of play.” 

Again it goes to show 
you that you can’t please 
everyone, can you? 

e0ee 


The Good Oil 


AUL BLANCO, 
Australia’s Olympics 
coach who all last week 
was over in Hershey- 
Pennsylvania monitoring 
CONCACAF’s Six 
Nation Olympic finals, 
ultimately was proven to 
be an accurate judge, 
Everybody over there 
had advised Blanco upon 
his arrival that Mexico 
was the red hot favourite 
to win the tournament 
and thus together with 
one more nation, qualify 
to come to Australia in 
September for the 
Sydney 2000 Games. 
However when ABSW 
contacted Blanco in 
Hershey early last week, 
he guesstimated to us that 
the USA, in his opinion, 
could in fact be the team 
to watch out for in the 
Tournament and not 
Mexico, as all the locals 
had advised him. 
Well the USA and 


Honduras both clinched _ 


berths at the Sydney 
Olympics whilst Mexico, 
despite having thrashed 
Guatemala last Sunday, 
could only finish in third 
place to miss out on a 
spot. 
ee0e 

AX Gc it E 

OSTECOGLOU, 
South Melbourne's double 
League Championship 
winning young coach who 
last Sunday was officially 


Raul Blanco: Australia’s Olympic Games Coach. 


installed as Coach of 
Australia’s Youth and 
Under 17s squads, must 
dive straight into his 
national duties as early as 
next Monday. 

The 34-year-old Angie 
as from next Monday, must 
quickly assemble into 
camp his two squads he has 
to prepare for the Under 
20s and Under 17s gearing 
up for the qualifying 
rounds of the two young 
World Cups that are 
coming up within the next 
six to eight months. 

The next World Youth 
Cup Finals will be staged 
in Argentina next year 
whilst the next World 
Under 17s Championships 
will be held in Trinidad 
and Tobago in April/May 
of 2001. 

To think that Angie 
thought that winning two 
National League 
championships for Souths 
was tough. 

The — moustachioed 
Postecoglou wore the 
‘Green and Gold’ at the 
World Youth Champion- 
ships in 1984 in the former 


USSR, plus gained four 
caps with the Australian 
Senior side, 

His four senior caps 
were two against 
Czechoslovakia in 
Melbourne and Sydney in 
August 1986, plus another 
two against New Zealand 
in New Zealand in October 
1988, all as a left sided 
defender. 

Angie, congratulations 
‘on your very well earned 
appointment. 

An assistant to 
Postecoglow in running the 
two national squads has not 
as yet even been 
mentioned. However if one 
is to be appointed, surely 
the Head coach at the AIS, 
Steve O'Connor, would be 
an ideal choice with his 
huge experience in haying 
dealt with Youth over the 
past 10 years. 

@ 


SL Club 

Sponsorships are 
getting harder by the day 
to bring in. 

We all know this, 
especially this having 
been the case over the 
past couple of seasons, 

However one 
particular NSL Club is so 
totally frustrated and 
disatisfied by the service, 
as well as the products of 
its ‘product-sponsor’, 
that come the end of the 
current season the Club, 


to cap it all, has already — 


reached out for the ‘Red 
Card’ to give to their so 
called ‘treasured product 
sponsor’. 
ecco 
DELAIDE CITY 
jirectors last Sunday, 
for the ‘Black and Whites’ 
Do-or-Die clash with 
Marconi in Sydney, had 


Angie Postecoglou: The NSL’s youngest coach, 


thoughtfully arranged for a 
closed-circuit coverage of. 
the battle to be beamed 
back to Adelaide’s 
Clubrooms for its 
members. 
ecco 

SALA MASI, 

‘Wollongong’s former 
Olympic Games skipper 
of Fiji, knocked up his 
100th match in the NSL 
Jast Sunday at Brandon 
Park against the Perth 
Glory. 

The Northern Spirit’s 
central defender Mark 
Rudan also became an 
‘NSL Centurion’ last 


Friday at North sydney 
Oval against the visiting 
Parramatta Power, 

The Auckland Kingz 
skipper Harry Ngata, 
Sydney United’s striker 
Nick Bosevski plus the 
Melbourne Knights’ Alex 


UMERD 


Kiratzoglou, all racked up 
their 50th game in the NSL 
last weekend, 
es0e 
NS LESS than 103 
players this season 
have made their debuts into 
the senior ranks of the 
National Soccer League. 
Understandably the 
Auckland Kingz, the 
League’s fledgling Club 
under the guidance of 
coach and superb striker 
Wynton Rufer, accounted 


GENERAL REPRESENTATIVES 


Esala Masi: Wollongong’s latest ‘Centurion’ in the 
NSL. 


% 


Bobby Despotovski: Three more years with the 


Glory. 
contract with the Perth his services to the Glory 
Glory. for an extended period of 


The intelligent and 
lethal marksman pledged 


three years. 


for the most League 
‘rookies’ with a total of 
some 16. 

Second highest in the 
‘rookies’ charts is Sydney 
United that to date has 
brought through 12 players, 
with Zoran Matic 
promoting 10 into his 
senior side at Adelaide 
City. 


ecco ‘: 
ji eres hye to : 
DESPOTOVSKI last 


= SRLS | 2 
Wynton Ruter: The Auckland Kingz’ master-coach 
and striker. 


ALTIS 


Now Extra Virgin 
Pure Olive Oil 


week signed a new 


Available 
at all 
| Delicatessens 
& Selective 


Super 
Markets 


SYDNEY 
Kebia Importex P/L 


4 Carrington Rd, Marrickville NSW 2204 
Fax: (02) 9558 8299 


MELBOURNE 
Delta Sales P/L 
17-21 Hodgson St, Brunswick Vic 3056 

Fax: (03) 9387 5693 

ADELAIDE 
Omega Foods 
33 Adam St, Hindmarsh S.A. 5067 
Fax: (08) 8346 3144 
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WORLD CUP PRIORITIES 


Dear Sir, 

A few weeks ago Les Murray from 
SBS’s “On the Ball” programme, gave 
Soccer Australia officials a stinging 
rebuke with harsh criticism about the 
Jack of a proper national football strategy 
or plan for our Socceroos and all the 
‘national teams in general. 

[can’t disagree with him, because 
there isn’t any plan or strategy in place 
as he said, only ad hoc decisions being 
made along the way, which more often 
than not are riddled with errors. 

After taking nearly two years to 
appoint a national coach after the 
debacle against Iran, in my mind it 
‘seems to me that qualifying for the next 
World Cup finals is looked upon as a 
bonus, not a priority by our lacklustre 
officials. 

‘Why else would they employ a rookie 
national coach for the top job against 
what will be a much more difficult 
opponent than what Iran was. 

‘They know that Frank Farina has less 
than a 50% chance of success, where as 
someone like a Roy Hodgson, a proven 
pedigree coach at international level 
would have a better than 50% chance of 
SUCCESS. 

While there was never any 100% 
guarantee of success cither way, they 
copped out of their responsibilities by 
going with the lesser chance, so they can 
sheet all the blame onto Frank Farina if 
he fails, because of his inexperience at 
international level. 

With a high profile coach, they could 
not make any excuses as David Hill 

{| found out last time with the Terry 
Venables failure. 
| Also I don’t believe the cost factor 
| between a local and overseas coach had 


FEDERATION DIVISION ONE 

FIRST GRADE: Dulwich Hill 2 (A Stubbs 
35m 7. Momircevski 85m) Ryde City Gunners 0, 
Hajduk Wandorers 2 (J Ellul 45m T Worrall 
83m) Bathurst “75 0, Mlawarra Lions 0 M.S.C. 
Liverpool 0, AC United 1 (A Arajuo 39m) 
Stanmore Hawks 0, Rockdale City Suns 0 Fraser 
Park 2 (Own Goal 73m B Burrows 76m), 
Hurstville City 2 (H Bayhan 10m M Sarikakis, 
16m) Minotaurs Auburn United 2 (Own Goal 
32m N Varess 60m). 

UNDER 24: Dulwich Hill 4 Ryde City 
Gunners 0, Hajduk Wanderers 4 Bathurst ‘75 1, 
Tlawarra Lions 0 M.S.C. Liverpool 6, AC United 
1 Stanmore Hawks 1, Rockdale City Suns 0 
Fraser Park 3, Hurstville City Minotaurs 7 
‘Auburn United 0. 

UNDER 18: Dulwich Hill 2 Ryde City 
Gunners 5, Hajduk Wanderers 2 Bathurst ‘75 2, 
Mlawarra Lions 0 M.S.C. Liverpool 6, AC United 
0 Stanmore Hawks 0, Rockdale City Suns 3 
Fraser Park 2, Hurstville City Minotaurs 4 
‘Auburn United 3. 


FEDERATION DIVISION TWO 

FIRST GRADE: Hills United 1 Hurstville 
ZSC 2, Belmore Hercules 1 Central Coast Lakers 
0, Greystanes 1 Hills United 0, Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers | Sydney University 4, Mt Pritchard 4 
White City 3, Sydney Disrict 2 Hurstville ZSC 3, 
University of NSW I Hakoah 1, 

UNDER 21: Hills United Hurstville ZSC 
Washed Out, Belmore Hercules 3 Central Coast 
Lakers 0, Greystanes 1 Hills Unied 1, Mt Druitt 
Town Rangers 2 Sydney University 0, Mt 
Pritchard 2 White City 0, Sydney District 2 
Hurstville ZSC 3, University of NSW 1 Hakoah 6. 

UNDER 18: Hills United Hurstville ZSC 
Washed Out, Belmore Hercules 1 Central Coast 
Lakers 2, Greystanes | Hills United 3, Mt Druit 
Town Rangers 0 Sydney University 0, Mt 
Pritchard 6 White City 2, Sydney District 2 Hurst- 
ville ZSC 4, University of NSW | Hakoah 1 


FEDERATION DIVISION THREE 

FIRST GRADE: Balmain | Camden Tigers 
1, Parramatta City 0 The Wanderers 5, Colo 
Colo 4 Nepean District 1, Prospect United 0 
Western Sydney Lions 1, Holy Cross Ryde 2 
Prairiewood United 1 Liverpool 


anything to do with Frank's 
appointment, as they will make more 
than enough money against the fifth 
placed South American country next 
year to cover many a high profile 
coach's salary. 

Let’s face it, their main objective is to 


protect their position of power. Once 
they found out who we had to play to get 
to the finals, like I said earlier suddenly 
getting to Korea or Japan at any cost, is 
not an absolute priority any more, but 
just a bonus if we make it there, 

‘They will never admit it, but their top 


priority now is to make as much money_ 


out of that one big game that comes our 
way every four years. 

For if they play their cards right, they 
know they can make almost twice as 
much money from that one game next 
year at Stadium Australia (provided 
110,000 seats are still available) than the 
three games in Japan or Korea during the 
finals. 

A $10-12 million gate with a $5-6 
million profit is an nae fata if 
the game is promoted proj 

But no matter or La or how 
much money that game makes, the enfire 
board of Soccer Australia is accountable 
if we fail to make the World Cup finals, 
and not just the coach. 

‘They should be made to resign their 
positions immediately after November, 
not after the finals six months later. 

For the number one priority at this 
stage for Australia, should always be to 
qualify and play on the world stage at the 
next World Cup finals and those 


following. 


few more decades. 


Winning the Cup itself can wait for a 


I know that this letter may be 


RESERVE GRADE: Balmain 2 Camden 
Tigers 3, Parramatta City 3 The Wanderers 3, 
Colo Colo 1 Nepean District 1, Prospect United 
0 Western Sydney Lions 2, Holy Cross Ryde 1 
‘Trasandinos 2, Prairiewood United 5 Liverpool 
City 1. 


FEDERATION DIVISION FOUR: 

FIRST GRADE: CSI Schofields 1 
Springwood 5, Maroubra United 2 Auburn Star 
3, Sporting SCC 3 CSI Schofields 1, Granville 
Greenisland 4 Springwood 2, Marrickville 1 
Kellyville Kolts 3, United Eagles 4 Eastern 
Creek Pioneers 2, Sydney Crescent Star 1 


wkesbury City 3, 

RESERVE GRADE: CSI Schofields 1 
Springwood 2, Maroubra United 2 Auburn Star 
4, Sporting SCC 2 CSI Schofields 1, Granville 
Greenisland 2 Springwood 0, Marrickville 0 
Kellyville Kolts 6, United Eagles 2 Eastern 
Creek Pioneers 1, Sydney Crescent Star 0 
Hawkesbury City 1. 


FEDERATION DIVISION FIVE 

FIRST GRADE: Kosciusko 1 Petersham 0, 
Bossy 3 Birrong Sports 0, Lithgow Workmen 1 
Fairfield City 3, Hinchinbrook Juniors 3 Westem 
Sydney Passion 9, Liverpool Olympic 0 UTS 2. 

RESERVE GRADE: Kosciusko 0 
Petersham 2, Bossy 3 Birrong Sports 1, Lithgow 
Workmen | Fairfield City 1, Hinchinbrook 
Juniors 0 Western Sydney Passion 3 (win by 
forfeit), Liverpool Olympic 2 UTS 1. 


WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE 

FIRST GRADE: Northern NSW/HAS 2 
Manly 4, Northern NSW/HAS 6 Macarthur 
Rams 0, Marconi 2 NSW Academy 0, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 2 Sutherland Sharks 2, 
Gladesville Ravens 1 Nepean Asscciation 2, 
Central Coast Lakers 3 Wollongong Wolves 3. 

GRADE 21: Northem NSW/HAS | Manly 1, 
Northern NSW/HAS 5 Macarthur Rams 2, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 3 Sutherland Sharks 
3, Gladesville Ravens 6 Nepean Association 2, 
Central Coast Lakers 1 Wollongong Wolves 2 


WOMENS STATE LEAGUE 
FIRST GRADE: Roselands Raptors 2 
Bathurst City 4, UTS 0 St George Association 0, 
Inter Lions 0 CSI Schofields 0, Gladesville 


yourself 


it failed! If we fail again with a ‘local 
‘guy’ what's the difference? - Ed. 


GLORY DIDN’T LAST 


Dear Sir, 

I would like to remind all home 
followers of the so called team of the 
century Manchester United that they 
didn’t hold on to the crown too long did 


they? 


‘Twice in 30 years, what should we call 


Real Madrid, seven times European 
Champions? or at least Liverpool four 


times European Champions. 


It’s a long way to go for the Red 


Devils, keep trying boys, maybe 


Schmeichel needs to come back. 
J. Muscat, 
Melbourne. VIC. 


Real Madrid and Liverpool certainly 
do have a rich history of tournament 
Success, but you can't take away the fact 
that United did win the treble last year 
and no-one has done that. 

I’m sure they would have liked to 
retain their crown but they still are one of 
the class teams of our time. - Ed. 


controversial in some sections, but I also 
know in my heart that what I write is 
what I think is absolutely correct. 

Tam sure the SBS crew would agree 
whole heartedly with my summation of 
events lately, as the deafening silence 
from Soccer Australia’s headquarters 
towards Les Murray's criticism only 
adds credence to what’s been said and 
written lately. 

Dominic Scullino, 

Nerang, Qld. 

Tunderstand your sentiments Dominic | 
and I agree with you on most points. 


What I can’t agree on is Roy Hodgson. 
You even mentioned Terry Venables 


We tried the ‘overseas supercoach’ - 


Homsby Koalas 1 Hajduk Wanderers 2. 

GRADE 19: Roselands Raptors 0 Bathurst, 
City 6, UTS 0 St George Association 1, Inter 
Lions 2 CSI Schofields 2, Gladesville Hornsby 
Koalas 3 Hajduk Wanderers 1. 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 

GRADE 13: Sydney Olympic 2 Sutherland 
Sharks 3, Marconi Stallions 5 Fairfield Bulls 0, 
Leichhardt Tigers 4 Eastem Suburbs Wanderers 
0, Penrith Panthers 1 Bankstown City 2, St 
George 1 Parramatta Eagles 6, Sydney United 0 
Wollongong Wolves 1, Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 3 Canterbury Marrickville 1, Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 4 Central Coast Coasties 1, 
Northern Spirit 1 Newcastle Breakers 1. 

GRADE 14: Sydney Olympic 2 Sutherland 
Sharks 0, Marconi Stallions 2 Fairfield Bulls 0, 
Leichhardt Tigers 2 Eastem Suburbs Wanderers 
1, Penrith Panthers 0 Bankstown City 3, St 

1 Parramatta Eagles 2, Sydney United 1 
aera Wolves 4, Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 6 Canterbury Marrickville 1, Bonnyrige. 
White Eagles 4 Central Coast Coasties 1, 
Norther Spirit 1 Newcastle Breakers 0. 

GRADE 15; Sydney Olympic 3 Sutherland 
Sharks 0, Marconi Stallions 4 Fairfield Bulls 1, 
Leichhardt Tigers 1 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 
0, Penrith Panthers | Bankstown City 3, St 
George 1 Parramatta Eagles 3, Sydney United 1 
Wollongong Wolves 1, Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 1 Canterbury Marrickville 0, Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 4 Central Coast Coasties 1, 
Northern Spirit 2 Newcastle Breakers 1. 

GRADE 16: Sydney Olympic 5 Sutherland 
Sharks 0, Marconi Stallions 1 Fairfield Bulls 0, 
Leichhardt Tigers 7 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 
1, Penrith Panthers 3 Bankstown City 1, St 
George 1 Parramatta Eagles 1, Sydney United 1 
Wollongong Wolyes 2, Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 2 Canterbury Marrickville 0, Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 2 Central Coast Coasties 0, 
Norther Spirit 5 Newcastle Breakers 2. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 

GRADE 13: AC United 1 Southern Branch 
0, Blacktown Association 1 Mlawarra Lions 2, 
Ryde City 2 Mt Pritchard 0, Hills United 0 
Hajcuk Wanderers 0, Stanmore Hawks 2 
Canterbury Association 2, Nepean Association 0 
Rockdale City Suns 2 


Australian and British 
Soccer Weekly 
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or e-mail to: soccerweekly@hotmail.com 


GRADE 14: AC United 0 Southern Branch 
5, Blacktown Association 2 Ilawarra Lions 0, 
Ryde City 1 Mt Pritchard 1, Hills United 0 
Hajduk Wanderers 2, Stanmore Hawks 2 
Canterbury Association 3, Nepean Association 4 
Rockdale City Suns 2. 

GRADE 15: AC United 0 Stanmore Hawks 
2, AC United 2 Souther Branch 4, Blacktown 
Association 0 [awarra Lions 1, Ryde City 2 Mt 
Pritchard 0, Hills United 1 Hajduk Wanderers 1, 
Stanmore Hawks 0 Canterbury Association 1, 
Nepean Association 0 Rockdale City Suns 2. 

GRADE 16: AC United Stanmore Hawks 
Washed Out, AC United 1 Southern Branch 0, 
Blacktown Association 0 Illawarra Lions 2, 
Ryde City 2 Mt Pritchard 6, Hills United 1 
Hajduk Wanderers 2, Stanmore Hawks 3 
Canterbury Association 0, Nepean Association 2 
Rockdale City Suns 1. 


DIVISION TWO YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 13: M:S.C. Liverpool 0 Camden 
Tigers 1, Central Coast Lakers 4 Ku-Ring-Gai 
Association 0, CSI Schofields 7. Hurswville City 
1, Granville Association 1 Hawkesbury City 6, 
Parrematta City 2 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1, 
Hawkesbury City 3 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1, 
Camden Tigers 7 Granville Association 0. 
GRADE 14: M.S.C. Liverpool 0 Camden 
Tigers 1, Central Coast Lakers 1 Ku-Ring-Gai 
Association 1, CSI Schofields 3 Hursvlle City 
2, Granville Association 0 Hawkesbury City 4, 
Parramatta City 0 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 5, 
Hawkesbury City 0 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 3, 
Camden Tigers 7 Granville Association 0. 
GRADE 15: M.S.C. Liverpool ? Camden 
Tigers 2, Central Coast Lakers 1 Ku-Ring-Gai 
Asscciation 2, CSI Schofields 3. Hurstville City 
2, Granville Association 6 Hawkesbury City 5, 
Parramatta City 3 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 4, 
Hawkesbury City 1 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2, 
Camden Tigers 0 Granville Association 2. 
GRADE 16: MS.C. Liverpool 2 Camden 
‘Tigers 0, Central Coast Lakers 0 Ku-Ring-Gai 
Association 0, CSI Schofields 2. Hurstville City 
2, Granville Association 0 Hawkesbary City 2, 
Parramatta City 3 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0, 
Hawkesbury City 0 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0, 
Camden Tigers 4 Granville Association 1 


‘SUPER CADET LEAGUE 

GRADE 11: Central Coast Coasties 3 
Marconi Stallions 1, Leichhardt Tigers 2 
Blacktown City 1, Sydney Olympic 0 Sutherland 
Sharts 0, Marconi Stallions 6 Fairfield Bulls 0, 
Leicthantt Tigers 3 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 
0, Penrith Panthers 2 Bankstown City Cubs 2, St 
George 0 Parramatta Eagles 1, Blacktown City 
Demons 0 Macarthur Rams 0, Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 0 Central Coast Coasties 4, Sydney 
United 0 Wollongong Wolves 0, Manly 


Marconi Stallions 2, Leichhardt Tigers 0 
Bilsown Cy 4 Shey Qlynipic 
Sharks 1, Marconi Stallions 8 Fairfield Bulls 1, 
Leichhardt Tigers 3 ase Subrbs Wanderers 
1, Penrith Panthers 5 Bankstown City Cubs 2, St 
George 1 Parramatta Eagles 1, Blacktown City 
Deaions 2 Macarthur Rams 0, Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 0 Central Coast Coasties 6, Sydney 
United 2 Wollongong Wolves 0, Maaly 

Dolphins 0 Canterbary Marrickville 1. 


CADET LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 

GRADE 1: Hawkesbury City 1 Ryde City, 
8, AC United 3 M.S.C. Liverpool 1, [awarra 
Lions 0 Central Coast Lakers 0, Hurstville City 3 
CSI Schofields 3, Hills United 3 Hajduk 
Wanderers 1, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0 
Stanmore Hawks 0, Mt Pritchard 1 Ryde City 1, 
Rockdale City Suns 0 Parramatta City 3, 
Hawkesbury City 1 MDS.F.A. Cadets 4. 

GRADE 12: Hawkesbury City 2 Ryde City 
3, AC United 4 M.S.C. Liverpool 1, Mawarra 
Lions 2 Central Coast Lakers 0, Hurstville City 0 
CSI Schofields 2, Hills United 3 Hajduk 
Wanderers 2, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 3 
Stanmore Hawks 1, Mt Pritchard 1 Ryde City 6, 
Rockdale City Suns 3 Parramatta City 2, 
Hawkesbury City 2 M.D.SF.A. Cadets 0. 
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FLAGSHIP TO CHANGE FOR ViCS 


__ National Second Division Forces VSF Into Premier League Changes 


By Bort van Bedaf 


February,” VSF chief 
executive Geoff Miles 
announced. 


“The decision was 
made following recent 
discussions with clubs 
and the retention of the 
current scheduling means 
that the league will now 
not move to a full sum- 
mer season. The proposed 
changes at the national 
level have pre-empted 
this reversal of the previ- 


line with the NSL kick- 
off in October. 

“The introduction of a 
second division, which is 
sure to involve a number 
of Victorian clubs, was 
the key factor in the 
Commission’s decision to 
continue with a February 
kick-off. It is not the 
YSF’s preference to com- 
pete ‘head-on’ with an 
increased schedule of 
NSL games in Victoria,” 
he said. 


Of the VPL, clubs, 
league leader Green 
Gully is the most likely 
candidate to join an NSL 
second division and Gully 
president Charles 
Farrugia concurred with 
the VSF initiative. 

“T agree with the deci- 
sion, There’s no point 
playing (VPL) summer 
soccer, if there’s an NSL 
division two. It would be 
fruitless. The VPL clubs 


hanges at the 
national league 
level have caused 


the Victorian Soccer 
Federation to alter the 
schedule for its flagship 
the Victorian Premier 
League next season, 

As a consquence, the 
VPL won't become a 
summer league. It won’t 
start in October, in tan- 
dem with the National 
Soccer League, but will 
again kick off in early 
February next year. 

The imminent forma- 
tion of a national second 
division has prompted the 
change. VPL clubs, 
already up against the 
NSL for part of the sea- 
son and battling for 
crowds to their games, 
have welcomed the time- 
ly rethink. 

“The VSF Commission 
has resolved that due to 
the impending restructure 
of the NSL, incorporating 
the introduction of a sec- 
ond division for the 
2001/2002 season, the 
VPL 2001 season will 
commence in early 


ous decision to move in 


By Bert van Bodat 


the past 24 years, the Italian and Greek 


mine the Italian Cup holder and the Hellenic Cup 
holder. 

Traditionally, those two champions have played 
each other in an Italo-Hellenic charity match with 
proceeds going to worthy causes. This year, the match 
will be held on Wednesday night, May 10, and organ- 
iser Peter Ballasone is inviting all local soccer fans to 
attend. 

“The proceeds have been donated to several chari- 
ties over the years, such as the Children’s hospital, the 
Heart Foundation or the Association for the Blind,” 
Balassone, who is the president of Coppa Italia 
Soccer Inc., said. 

“Many people donate their time, including referees 
and assistant referees, who work free of charge or 


Goofl Miles: VE Gt otng 1 Soe Austra 
to address critical issues. 


would be playing against 
two national divisions 
and there would not be 
enough support,” 
Farmugia said. 

Halfway into the sea- 
son, Green Gully has 
risen head-and-shoulders 
above the other 11 clubs. 
The Cavaliers are eight 
points ahead of their near- 
est rival, Bentleigh 
Greens, who also have 
designs on taking part in 
an NSL second division, 
together with other hope- 
fuls, such as Bulleen and 
former NSL clubs Preston 
and Heidelberg. Then 
there’s also the possibility 
of.a Victorian NSL club, 
or clubs, dropping out of 
the top league next year 
and joining the second 
division. 

But so far, the cashed- 
up and pokies-driven 
Cavaliers are the best 
Victorian bet to upgrade 
to national league level, 
although Farrugia is cau- 
tious about any involve- 
ment, 


donate their fees back to the organisers. The more | 
people attend the night, the more money we can 
donate,” Balassone said. 

This year, matches will be held at Wembley Park, 
Canterbury Rd, Box Hill. For third and fourth places, 
the Essendon Royals will play off against the South 
Pe eee ON ams 8 Doe eat 


rTte aah te uojed in Soaps fais os 
in case the teams are deadiocked after full time, the 
match will be decided on penalties. 

The Cup finalists will decide the Italio-Hellenic 
Charity Shield at 8,15pm. Bulleen will play Yarraville 
in 45-minute halves, Extra time will be played, if 
teams are even at full time. A golden goal will decide 
the result. If the match it still drawn, penalties will 
decide the winner. 

The entrance fee is $5. All gate takings will be 
donated to charity. 

For inquiries contact Peter Balassone on 03 - 9763 
8000, or Colin Tuffield on 03 - 9804 $522. 


4 
Charles Farrugia: Green Gully President is in favour 
of a national second division. 


“We're having a seri- 
ous look at it, but only if 
it’s feasible,” he said. 

Farrugia believes in the 
formation of a second 
division, but wants to see 
certain criteria in place, 
such as sharing travel 
costs with Soccer 
Australia, proper promo- 
tion of the competition 
and suitable grounds to 
attract good crowds. A 
salary cap is his most 
pressing requirement. 
~ “If a second division is 
manageable, it would 
work, But costs, such as 
interstate travel, should 
be shared with Soccer 
Australia. We need 
grounds that offer specta- 
tor comfort and we need a 
salary cap. We're getting 
some bad vibes from 
clubs about what players 
are getting paid. It is 
becoming hard for clubs 
to maintain such a high 
financial burden,” 


Farrugia said. 

He freely admitted the 
Green Gully Reserve 
ground was not up to 
NSL scratch and he sug- 
gested playing matches at 
Epping stadium, home of 
fellow VPL_ club 
Melbourne Raiders and 
State League club 
Whittlesea Stallions, 
where an undercover 
grandstand and excellent 
pitch are available. 

“We don’t have a suit- 
able ground and Epping 
stadium is a good ground. 
We could play matches 
there, but only if there 
was enough support, if 
the matches were proper- 
ly promoted and if, for 
example, we played a 
double header,” Farrugia 
said. 

The salary cap has 
become a hot issue in 
Victoria, since South 
Melbourne _ president 
George Vasilopoulos 


revealed the club was los- 
ing around $75,000 a 
fortnight, because of 
wages bills. 

“Our wages bill (over a 
fortnight) is between 
$70,000 and $85,000. 
Players we want to bring 
to the club, and our own 
players, are demanding 
between $100,000 and 
$150,000 (annually) and 
there isn’t that sort of 
money in the market,” 
Vasilopoulos told a 
Melbourne newspaper. 

At Carlton, the yearly 
wages bill is believed to 
be $1.8 million, and 
despite earning $1.28 mil- 
lion from Mark Viduka’s 
transfer from Zagreb to 
Celtic, the Melbourne 
Knights are likely to fin- 
ish their NSL season 
$400,000 in the red. 

“I agree with George 
Vasilopoulos,” said 
Knights coach Vlado 
Vanis. 

“Players today are ask- 
ing too much $100,000 or 
$150,000 is too much,” 
he ended, 

“Tf there isn't a salary 
cap, clubs will go bank- 
tupt. They won't be able 
to meet the costs. If clubs 
are forced into big over- 
drafts, they are only get- 
ting themselves into more 
trouble,” Farrugia said. 

VSF chief Miles is of 
similar opinion. “We look 
to Soccer Australia to 
address some® critical 
issues in the NSL restruc- 
ture process. Market 
research and a targeted 
promotional strategy, a 
focus on facilities, the 
match day experience for 
Suppporters and the intro- 
duction of a salary cap, 
are some of the funda- 
mentals I believe are 
essential to enhance our 
national competition in a 
very competitive market,” 
Miles said. 


Holiday Coast Soccer Inc 
SUITE 42 Jetty Village Shopping Centre — 
j| PO BOX J140 COFFS HARBOUR 2450 
TEL: 02 6651 2159 FAX: 02 6651 5570 
|| holidaycoastsoccer@bigbpond.com 


HEY! Your ENTRIES FOR THE 2000 MASTERS GAME AT 
COFFS HARBOUR IN JULY ARE NOT IN YET, 
BETTER GET A MOVE ON. ENTRIES CLOSE MAY 31ST. 

PHONE: 6658 5793 @ FA 
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ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 3 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 1 


amian Mori kept Adelaide City’s dream 

of contesting its 11th successive finals 

campaign alive and throbbing by spear- 
heading this crucial win over Gippsland Falcons 
in a tough Anzac Day battle. 

Mori netted two goals in the first half to arrest the 
shock second minute lead tiny Juan Nilo established 
for the visitor with a header that sent the City 
defence into a tail spin. 

Claudio Pelosi weaved his brand of Italian magic 
to settle the tense contest with a late strike, but Mori 
was desperately unlucky not to have scored what 
would have been his third hat-trick against the team 
City had not beaten in the previous four matches. 

The Falcons had goalkeeper Bojo Jevdjevic to 
thank for saving many of City’s 13 on target 
attempts, while Force custodian Adrian Cagalj made 
two vital stops during the action-packed thriller, 


ABSW PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
3: W. Srhoj (BS) 

2: J. North (BS) 

1: R. Enes (NS) 


CANBERRA COSMOS 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 


uecess does not usually come to the 

Canberra Cosmos in large lumps, That’s 

why Anzac Day’s 2-1 win over the Auckland 
Kingz, following a similar margin against the 
Northern Spirit the previous Saturday, had jour- 
nalists searching the record books, 

Tt was the first time the battling team from the 
National Capital have been able to string two wins 
together for three seasons. 

In the process, coach Tom Sermanni may have 
found an unorthodox answer to the wild inconsisten- 
cy which has plagued the team all season — keep 
the players guessing about the composition of the 
line-up until the last minute. 

He pulled the side apart after the disastrous 6-0 
toss to Wollongong Wolves and achieved a result in 
Sydney against the Spirit. Then he did exactly the 
same with four changes for the Kingz game - includ- 
ing the relegation of the Spirit game’s man of the 


Alex Kiratzoglou gave an inspiring 
performance which included a goal in the Knights shock 3-0 win over title hopefuls Marconi. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 2 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 0 


ate goals from Peter Grierson and Wayne 

| Srhoj kept alive Brisbane Strikers’ faint 

hopes of reaching the national soccer 

Teague playoffs after a 2-0 win over Northern 
Spirit at Suncorp Stadium on Anzac Day. 

Grierson broke a lack lustre deadlock in the 75th 
minute with a solo run before driving a low right- 
foot shot past the outstretched hand of Northern 
Spirit goalkeeper Jess Van Stratten. 

Strikers midfielder Srhoj then finished off Spirit 
seven minutes later driving a free kick home as the 
Strikers recorded their seventh straight unbeaten 
match. 


match, Andrew Clark, to the bench. 

The Kingz took the lead in the 29th minute with a 
goal that had all the hallmarks of Cosmos defending 
at its worst — Marcus Stergiopoulos floated a cross 
into Wynton Rufer who rose in splendid isolation to 
complete the simplest of headers past goalkeeper 
Angelo Konstantinou. 

In the second half De Jesus collected the ball out 
on the right flank and sent a beautifully timed lob 
over the head of Duke and past a scrambling defend- 
er into the net. 


ABSW PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
3: D. Milin (CC) 

2: W. Rufer (AK) 

1:1 De desus (CC) 
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Sydney United celebrate the goal that gave them only their fifth victory this season. 
Goalscorer Tom Maric (far left Number 12) Is being hugged by his jubilant team-mates. 


CARLTON SC 2 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 0 


jhe Blues squeezed victory out of a tight 

game, beating a ten-man South Melbourne 

2-0, at Olympic Park on Anzac Day, after 
Nick Orlic was sent off in the 68th minute. 

The opening minutes proved the contest would be 
@ lot tighter than the spectacular 5-3 win for South 
two rounds ago. 

But Carlton saved its precarious season with the 
opening goal in the 56th minute on the counter. 
Lubo Lapsansky cleared with a long ball that 
reached Thompson in Carlton's own half. 

‘The live-wire striker ran the length the South half, 
and blasted the ball past Jones for an emphatic 
strike. 

‘As the South challenge came to an end, with five 
minutes of time-on being played, the Blues moved 
on with their second goal coming in the 94th minute. 

Alex Moreira, on for the failing Mike Conroy in 
the 84th minute, cut back to reach David Terminello, 
on for Colosimo in the 71st minute, who smashed 
the ball home from inside the box. 


ABSW PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
3: C. Deans (C) 

2: A. Thompson (C) 

1: S. losifidis (SM) 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 3 
MARCONI STALLIONS o 


 Tith a non-existent midfield, Marconi 

did most of the defending, and rather 

poorly, while the Knights ran over the 

Sydney side in the second half as if they were in 

the top six and ready to charge into the grand 
final. 

Alex Kiratzoglou accelerated towards the box and 
hit home from an angle to give the Knights their first 
half lead after 22 minutes, 

‘The Knights went further ahead after a well-con- 
structed build-up three minutes into the second half. 
Adrian Cervinski juggled the ball home from a 
Vukadin cross that was-angled into the box at speed. 

The Knights wrecked any Marconi hopes of a 
comeback with a third goal in the 71st minute. A 


+ Slavko Rados shot deflected off the Marconi 


defence and Ivan Kelic tucked it away, 


ABSW PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
3: A. Cervinsli 

2: A. Vargas 

1: A. Kiratzoglou: 


SYDNEY UNITED i 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 0 


n early goal to Tom Maric was enough to 

give Sydney United an upset 1-0 win over 

Newcastle on Anzac Day. It was only their 
fifth victory of the season in a contest that the 
Breakers would rather forget. 


Right from the outset United took the game to 
their more fancied opponents and were rewarded 
with a goal in the 14th minute. Maric was on hand to 
slam the ball into the roof of the net after the 
Breakers failed to clear an Ante Moric corner. 

Newcastle were more in the game in the second 
half, but apart from a couple of late efforts from sub- 
stitute Chris Tancheski, they never gave United 
keeper Brett Hughes too much cause for concem. 


ABSW PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
3: V, Kupresak (SU) 

2: A. Gene (SU) 

1: T Pondeljak (SU) 


PARRAMATTA POWER 1 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 2 


David Cervinski header cemented a top- 

two finish for the Wolves on Anzac Day as 

they overcame a spirited Parramatta out- 
fit who finished with nine men, 

The Wolves had gone ahead through Stuart 
Young after 29 minutes when he followed through a 
header by Saso Petrovski. 

But livewire striker Joel Griffiths levelled things 
up for the Power after 54 minutes until the-match 
and Parramatta’s season was effectively finshed with 
the send-off of Steve Laybutt in the 66th minute. 

Cervinski wrapped it up in the 7th before Dave 
Barrett was sent off for Parramatta with minutes 
remaining. 


ABSW PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
3: W. Ardone (PP) 
2: S Young (WW) 
1: J.Griffiths (PP) 


& 


PERTH GLORY 1 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 0 


nzac Day is never thought of as a charita- 

ble occasion, although Perth Glory would 

argue otherwise following last Tuesdays 
hard-fought 1-0 triumph over fourth placed 
Sydney Olympic, 

Glory's Socceroo goalkeeper Jason Petkovic was 
again in scintillating form, especially after the home 
team went ahead on the hour through teenage sensa- 
tion Ivan Ergic, who somehow. squeezed a low 
Bobby Despotovski byline cross into the net through 
a maze of legs. 

Olympic coach Branko Culina was a disappointed 
man after his sides loss and gave more than a hint of 
leaving the club at the end of the current season, 
saying the only Australian team he would like to 
coach was Perth Glory, 


ABSW PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
3: J, Petkovic (PG) 

2: G, Naven (PG) 

1; Z. Armabasic (SO) 


OLYROOS FOR 
ADELAIDE 


e all are aware that Australia’s 

Under 23 team will make its 
Sydney 2000 Olympic medal charge 
under the shadow of the giant coathang- 
er 

‘That is a prospect to savor, but cousin 
Adelaide will be getting its share of the 
preview action by hosting Raul Blanco’s 
Olyroos for three weeks during the merry 
month of May. 

Blanco, as a former West Adelaide 
Sharks coach, is well aware of the facili- 
ties that Adelaide in general and the 
refurbished Hindmarsh Stadium in par- 
ticular, has to offer. 

‘The training camp will be confined to 
the Aussie-based players, but it should 
provide vital preparation for the locals as 
they bid for final places to realise the 
‘once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to repre- 
sent their nation on home soil. 

Competitive games will be included in 
the training schedule, but the opposition 
is yet to be determined. 

Unless defender Ivan Zelic can fight 
his way back into the Adelaide City line- 
up and subsequently stake a claim to be 
reinstated into the Olyroo squad, South 
Australia will remain without a represen- 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


tative in the elite group. 

But, Blanco, no doubt, sees merit in 
having all of his squad away from their 
home environment for 21 days, thus cre- 
ating a situation which would constitute 
the next best thing to undertaking an 
‘overseas tour. 


KIDD BITES 


THE BULLET 
lizabeth City Rams coach Alby Kidd 
thas decided to axe Neil Childs and 

Sam McMillan, because the key pair 
have been distracted by the club’s finan- 
cial problems. 

- Kidd has been alarmed by what he 
perceives as a lack of focus by the young 
men and believes he has no other course 
of action. 

“The mood within the club is indiffer- 
ent, T’d like to say differently, but some 
are finding it difficult to focus during this 
period of uncertainty,” Kidd said. 

Elizabeth defeated State League side 
Adelaide Hills 2-1 in a West end 
Federation Cup clash, but Kidd was less 
than impressed by his team’s display. 


LOCK OUT 
ere was no denying the drama at 
‘Camden Reserve during the Birkalla- 
Cumberland Premier League Round 10 
match when three Foxes were red carded, 
‘but tempers were raised before that when 
the Cumberland team was unable to gain 
entrance to their dressing room at the 
half-time break. 

Cumberland coach Davie Leane 
ordered his troops back onto the pitch 
while some Foxes fans interpreted the 
incident as a deliberate ploy to unsettle 


their team. 

Not so, folks. There was no hidden 
agenda by the home team officials, It was 
a simple matter of not being able to 
immediately find the man with the dress- 
ing room keys, 


MORE FOR MORI 
amian Mori's motto must surely be, 
“Records are made to be broken.” 

And, while merry Mori went close to 
recording his third career hat-trick 
against Gippsland on Anzac Day, he 
must have derived great satisfaction from 
shattering a hoodoo that has shadowed 
him for five seasons. 

When the speedy striker hit home the 

equaliser it was his first goal against the 
Falcons since the 1995/96 season, 


Damian Mori: Another goal brace. 


Meanwhile, Mori paid Gippsland 
goalkeeper Bojo Jevdjevic a huge com- 
pliment during the post match confer- 
ence. “I don’t think I’ve ever hit the ball 
harder, but wherever I hit it, he 
(evdjevic) got his hands to it,” Mori 
said. 


OFF THE CROSSBAR 


MATIC LEAVES ‘EM 


IN STITCHES 
Ww” said Zoran Matic never smiles 

or is devoid of humour? The long 
serving Adelaide City coach knocked 
that theory for a six during the aforemen- 
tioned press conference at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 

Man-of-the-match, Carl Veart was 
being quizzed on his thoughts on just 
how much the standard of our NSL had 
improved since his return from strutting 
the UK stage as a fully blown profession- 
al. 


“The game here is quicker and the 
players are fitter than when I last played 
here,” Veart said. 

“Where can you see the improvement 
coming from if Adelaide City is to make 
the finals? asked ABC reporter John 
Thompson Mills. 

‘The lightning interjection from Matic 
was then fired, “By getting a new 
coach!” 


WEST END CUP 
be ett Apaches and Olympic FC 

will fly the State League flag when 
the West End Federation Cup quarter- 
finals are played on Monday, May 15, 

Olympic eliminated Premier League 
club Birkalla after Sava Athanasiadis 
netted an extra-time “Golden Goal” at 
Camden Reserve, while the Apaches tri- 
umphed 2-0 over fellow State Leayuers, 
the Panthers. 

Premier League leaders Blue Eagles 
piled on the pressure to shoot down the 
Enfield Falcons with Michael Brooks 
scoring yet another hat-trick, 

But, the real high flyers of the round 


BELCONNEN IN TROUBLE 


Were the Adelaide City Zebras who clat- 
tered in seven goals to dismiss 
Campbelltown from the senior South 
Australian trophy series. 

Goalscoring hero for the Zebras was 
Australian Under 17 international, Lucas 
Pantelis, who netted a hat-trick, while 


Zoran Matic: Humour? 


Robbie Saraceno notched a brace, with 
Scott Tunbridge and Pino Paris the other 
contributors. 

Second Round results — Croydon 
Kings 1, Port Lion 0; Olympic FC 1, 
Birkalla 0; Cumberland Foxes 2, Raiders 
1; Metro Star 4, Modbury Jets 3; 
Adelaide City 7, Campbelltown Red 
Devils 1; Elizabeth City Rams 2, Hills 1; 
Salisbury Apaches 2, Panthers 0; Blue 
Eagles 5, Enfield Falcons 0. 

Allan Crisp can be heard on the 
Breakfast Soccer Show each Tuesday 
from 7.30am-9am on Adelaide Radio 
5RPH (1197AM), along with John 
Perin, Robbie Popplestone and Vince 
Battiato. 


by Otte Bader 


‘atch winning Wolves 
sweeper David 
Cervinski predicts 


Wollongong will knock the 
national soccer league off its 
axis by winning the Grand 
Final. 

The fans are considering the 
prospect and are anxiously wait- 
ing. There is an eerie silence 
among Wolves followers as if 
they are surprised already that 
their team is doing so well, lead- 
ing the NSL table. 

Lis 

While the Wolves have been 
lucky not to receive 
too many yel- 
low cards 
recently with 
around seven 
players on the 
fringe of miss- 
ing one or two 
games, striker 
Saso Petrovski 
missed the vital 
clash with Perth Glory. 
‘The in-form striker picked 
up his fourth card of the sea- 
son, thus being suspended for 
‘one match, 

Noel Spencer at present is on 3 
cards, Stuart Young, Scott 
Chipperfield, David Cervinski, 
George Souris ‘and Dino 
Mennillo are all on 6 cards. One 
more and the boys miss two 
matches each which creates prob- 


lems for the team’s chances in 
the finals. 
Bann 

After the Wolves under-par 
performance against Brisbane, it 
was good to experience a battling 
display and win against a talent- 
ed Parramatta Power outfit. The 
Wolves looked hungry to take 
the points, lively and solid over- 
all to overcome a tough oppo- 
nent. 


a 
Brisbane Strikers’ coach John 
Kosmina had his contract extend- 
ed by two years recently which 
brings up the question for the 
fans if Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos will stay 
on at Brandon 
Park even 
though he has 
been at the helm 
of the Wolves 
for the last 
four years. 
Supporters 
will learn about 
his intention hope- 
fully straight after the 
completion of the compe- 
» tition. 
Lo | 
Most true Wolves supporters 
travel by car or bus to the away- 
games in Sydney or Canberra. A 
novelty was created when 
adamant followers and sponsors 
Joe Cachia (Joe Cachia 
Developments) and Geoff Jones 
(Martin, Mortis and Jones Real 
Estate) jumped aboard Joe's heli- 


copter and travelled to the 
nation’s capital. 

The weather in Wollongong 
was fine but by kick-off 
Canberra was drenched in heavy 
rain, the pair were forced to 
spend the night in Canberra to 
await the return of glorious sun- 


MP and former Wollongong 
Mayor David Campbell has 
adopted Dino Mennillo as his. 
player-sponsor. New signing Ben 
Blake met Eastcoast Commercial 
Bricklayers representatives as his 
player-sponsor. It is encouraging 
to see businesses and politicians 
get behind the Wolves. 

nanan 

Ilawarra Soccer results 
round 7 in ICU Premier 
League: Kemblawarra 1 Albion 
Park 2, Northern United 3 
Tarrawanna 1, Coniston Lions 2 
Bulli 1, Wollongong Olympic 1 
Lysaghts 1, Cringila Lions | 
Shoalhaven City 1. 

ICU First Division results: 
University 3 Woonona 1, Dapto 
1 Kiama 1 Picton 3, Warilla 
Wanderers 2, Berkeley 2 
Shellharbour City 2, Bellambi 3 
Baglownie 2. 

TMlawarra United 1 South Coast 
United 1, Highlands 2 
Helensburgh 5, Leading teams 
Picton Rangers, Helensburgh, 
Balgownie, Dapto and Bellambi. 

EEaS 


By Graham Cooke 


elconnen United’s hopes 
B: playing in the inaugur- 

al NSW = summer 
Superleague competition have 
taken a nosedive — a victim of 
the plunging Australian stock 
market, 

United president Tony Paterson 
said that one of the potential 
major sponsors, a company in the 
high-tech area, had withdrawn its 
offer after the recent crash in 
technology shares. 

“There is also a lack of busi- 
ness confidence brought on by the 
introduction of the Goods and 
Services Tax — forces are con- 
spiring against us,” he said. 


“We need to find $70,000 in 
the next couple of weeks. 

“But we haven’t given up. 
We’ ve employed a market consul- 
tant simply to knock on doors and 
find replacement sponsors. 
‘There’s at least one who is look- 
ing reasonably promising.” 

But United has hit double trou- 
ble after the Australian Institute 
of Sport withdraw from a propos- 
al for the club to use the Bruce 
Athletics Field as its home ground 
during the 2000-01 season, 

Paterson said Belconnen’s pro- 
posal to enter the Superleague 
was accepted on the proviso it 
was able to use either the 
Athletics Field or Seiffert Oval in 
Queanbeyan. 


“We now find neither are avail- 
able,” he said. “We have made 
inquires about Ainslie Oval, and 
the ACT Government has said 
Greenway Oval is a possibility. 

“But Greenway is at the other 
end of the city from Belconnen. 
We feel it just would not be suit- 
able, 

“Belconnen does not want to 
go into this venture half-cocked. 
If we can’t get it right.to qur-satis- 
faction, then I feel’it would be 
best for us to withdraw. 

“If it comes to that, we will 
support the case of Canberra 
Deakin as a replacement, because 
at least Superleague soccer would 
still come to the ACT.” 


ANZAC Cup stays in ACT 


neat tap-in from Jimmy Baxter and a 
scorching drive by Njegosh Popovich 

the inaugural Anzac Cup stayed 

in the ACT when the Canberra Rockets came 
back to beat the Turkish All Stars 2-1 at Bruce 


Stadium. 


Earlier, the Rockets, whose players are drawn 
from the ACT Premiership, bad fallen behind when 
John Nelson tumed the ball into his own net in the 


fourth minute. 


Despite the fact most of the squad had played a 
round of league games the day before, the Rockets 


looked the stronger of the sides as the game wore 
on. 


Baxter scored from @ Danny Macor header just 
before half time, and Popovich sealed the game 
‘with a fine shot 10 minutes after the interval after 
good approach work from Macor and Steve 
Lagzari. 


‘Coach fan Heywood, who is fast filling Soccer 
Canberra's trophy cabinet after a series of wins, 
said he was surprised st the quality of the opposi- 
tion, which is drawn from the lower divisions of 
the NSW and Victorian leagues. 

“They were well prepared, and played well in 
patches, which makes our win all the more pleas~ 
ing,” he said, 
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NANONAL LEAGUE 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
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PARRAMATTA POWER 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


SYDNEY UNITED 


a 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


PARRAMATTA POWER 
(Gibson 79) 


Venue: North Sydney Oval. Crowd: 4,512. Referee: C. Diomis. 
Cautions: Byrnes (PP) 46, Enes (NS) 47, Vriic (PP) 49, J.Gibson (PP) 
75, T.Cranney (NS) 88. 

Teams: Northern Spirit: Van Stratten, Rudan, Cunico, Bilokapic, 

A Griffiths (Moss 53), R.Griffiths, Enes, Wearne, Snyder, Faria 
(Catanzaro 60), T.Cranney. 

Paramatta Power: Crews, Eagleton, Vrkic, Burns, Ardone (Townsend 
46), Sterjovski (Rodenberg 62), Berry, Byrnes, Elrich (Thompson 46), 
Gibson, Santalab. 


AUCKLAND KINGZ 
(Sila 23 & 55) 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
(Dwyer 63) ~ 


Venue: North Harbour Stadium. Crowd: 5,628. Referee: P Mur. 
Cautions: Nil. 

Teams: Auckalnd Kingz: Lineup not available. 

Brisbane Strikers: Lineup not available. 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


PERTH GLORY 
(Harnwell 50) 


Venue: Brandon Park. Crowd: 8,851. Referee: G.Connolly. 
Cautions: Valle (PG) 67. 

Teams: Wollongong Wolves: Pogliacomi, Ceccoli, Stanton, Cervinski, 
Horsley, Reid, Young, Chipperfield, Spencer (Huxley 89), Robertson 
{Souris 78), Mennillo (Masi 78). 

Perth Glory: Petkovic, Trajkovski (Buljan 73), Miller (Carbone 92), 
Milicevic, Harnwell, Valle, Junior, Naven, Wehrman (Afkos 84), 
Edwards, Schwertz. 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
(S.Babic 15, Maloney 52) 


ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
(Mori 9, Vidmar 10, Day 60, Hassell 70) 


Venue: Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 6,155. Referee: E. Lennie. 
Cautions: Gotis (GF) 31, Abbas (MK) 50, A Vargas (GF) 75. 

Teams: Marconi Stallions: Turbull: Invincibile, M-Babic, P.Kim (Di 
Gia 79), Longo, Renaud: Maloney, Gibson (Farah 68), Zoric: S.Babic 
(Trajanovski 43), Awaritefe. 

Adelaide City Force: Cagalj: Lagati, Costanzo, Tobin (Cartwright 84): 
Kemp, Veart, Vidmar (D.Kim 89), Hassell, Sabljak: Pelosi (Day 28), 
Mori. 
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NEWCASTLE BEAKERS 
(McManus 23) 


| SOUTH MELBOURNE 
(Clarkson 35, Trimboli 60) 


Venue: Breakers Stadium. Crowd: 5,709. Referee: S. Micallef. 
Cautions: Liparoti (SM) 14, Wilson (NB) 25. 

Teams: Newcastle Breakers: Catlin, Moore, Pryce (Smith 80), 
McManus, Sprod, Wieczorek, Roberts (Tancheski 69), Wilson, Owens 
(Dodd 69), Buonavoglia, Harper. 

South Melbourne: Jones, losifidis, De Amicis, Blatsis (Magnacca 69), 
| Clarkson, Panopoulos, Coveny, Trimboli, Curcija, Lozanovski, Liparoti. 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


CANBERRA COSMOS 

(De Jesus 45, Clark 53) 

Venue: Mobil Park. Crowd: 1,688. Referee: B Zetter. 
Ca Clark (CC) 45, Bell (GF) 48, Polak (CC) 71, Jevdjevic (GF) 


fed Card: Hutchinson (GF) 89. 
Teams: Gippsland Falcons: Jevdjevic, Fak, McNicol (Mandic 36), 

A Vargas, Bell, Puca (Katz 60), Hutchinson, Savage, Marcina, Bujagiar, 
} Nilo. 

| Canberra Cosmos: Konstantinou, Popovich, Purdue, Polak, 
Prenzoski, Castro, Hooker, Arranz (Roberts 76), Hamilton, Clark, De 
desus. 


0 
2 


Al three are fighting forthe right to become the 
NSL topsoorer for season 99/00. Who will it be? 


ABSW PLAYER 
OF THE YEAR 


TURN TO PAGE 13 


DEFFERED MATCH 


Tuesday May 2: Newcastle Breakers 
asicea-tog! ‘Power Breakers Stadium 
ea 


ROUND THIRTY FOUR 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
(Rados 10, Cervinski 40, Kovacevic 56, Urlovic 57) 


| Venue: Knights Stadium, Crowd: 2,103. Referee: B Hugo. 
| Cautions: Cervinski (MK) 47. 
[ Knights: Aceski, Kovacevic, Vukadin, Nastevski 
(Rajher 65), Unlovic, Lot Kiratzoglou (Matkovic 61), Vargas, Rados, 
‘Susa, Cervinski (Pelikan 61). 
Sydney United: Hughes, Kupresak, Bosnar, Arrarte, Maric, Moric, 
Pondeljak, Rastall (Bozinovski 46), Genc (Deur 70), Palapanis, Bosevski 
(Pellegrino 57). 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


| CARLTON SC 
(Thompson 69, Moriera 73) 


Venue: Belmore SG. Crowd: 3,198. Referee: M.Breeze. 
Cautions: Nil. 

| Teams: Sydney Olympic: Perosh, Thomas, Zoricich, Tsekenis, 
Arambasic (Tome 76), Cardozo, Emerton, Sinozic, Mendez, Kohler 
eis 76), Zorbas (Carle 68). 

SC: Anasiasiadis, McPherson, Deans, Colosimo, Marth, 
rae Wen (Markovski 89), Thompson (Conroy 86), Terminello, 
Packer, Horvat (Douglas 46). 


ABSW (8) 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 


By Greg Danvors 


(Tuesday) if they are to make club history and play in the 
NSL finals series after a 2-1 loss to South Melbourne last 
Friday night, 

Clearly the Breakers destiny is at their own feet. All the pressure is 
on with only two matches remaining after having the opportunity in the 
last two games to grab six points. 2 

A 1-0 loss to the wooden spooners Sydney United on Anzac Day and 
the 2-1 loss to South Melbourne has put enormous pressure on the 
Novocastrians. 

Paul Trimboli provided the winner on the hour for the visitors slot- 
ting home from a Bob Catlin diving save. Trimboli appeared to hand 
ball down a Glenn Moore clearance then laid off the ball for Michael 
Curcija to blast a close-range shot on the Newcastle goal. 

Catlin’s deflected save dropped at the feet of Trimboli for a calmly 
taken tap in and three points flew back to Melbourne with the NSL 
champions. 

‘The Breakers had started well scoring in the 23rd minute from a 
Glenn Sprod dead ball play on the left of the visitors penalty area. Con 
Blatsis had shoved Newcastle left wingback Brad Wieczorek in the 
back incurring a free kick. 

‘The ball looked too deep but Glenn Moore, trying to get a foot on the 
ball, pushed the ball across the goalmouth for Todd McManus to slot 


Ne Breakers must beat Parramatta Power tonight 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
PARRAMATTA POWER 


By Daniel Glorelando 


rramatta Power recorded their first win in four games 


last Friday night by disposing of the Northern Spirit 1-0 in’ 


a lacklustre match at North Sydney Oval. 

With both teams out of playoff contention, neither team played 
with the commitment nor the intensity previously shown and conse- 
quently it was a scrappy goal chested in by Parramatta midfielder 
John Gibson that was the difference. 

That defining moment came in the 79th minute as Gibson scored 
what must be one of the easiest and most freakish goals this season. 

The goal was set up by some good work from young substitute 
Matt Thompson on the left, his cross found Jacob Burns on the right 
of the 18 yard box who cut the ball back into the middle to find 
Gibson. 

From six yards out, Gibson chested the ball towards goal while 
falling to his knees, although his touch was enough to get the ball 
over the line, 

The irony of the goal was that it was the best chance the Power had 
of scoring in the match and even though the finish was not clinical, it 
was enough to give the Power a win which for them was well over- 
due. 


The win was little more than a consolation for the Power. They 
would be disappointed with their season, considering a greater major- 
ity of their team came from last year’s minor premiers Sydney 
United. 

GIPPSLAND FALCON 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


By Joe Tripod 


‘ith both sides positioned lowly on the lad- 
der there was nothing dependant on this et BE R 


es 


match other than the pride of the two 
clubs, But it was the visiting Canberra Cosmos 
who took the honours with a 2-0 victory. 

‘The ball found the back of the net four times dur- 
ing the game, however only two of them were 
recorded in the referee's book. Gippsland were 
twice denied goals due to them being found offside. 

‘The Canberra coach Tom Sermanni was expecting 


¢ 

@ tough encounter. He was not let down as it was a very fe) 
physical game. Gippsland’s frustration’s highlighted with 
two yellow cards and a red card. The home side’s best on field 


the ball into the 
net for a 1-0 lead. 

South 
Melbourne 
evened the score 
12 minutes later 
when David 
Clarkson volleyed 
the ball into the 
net from a poor F 
clearance attempt 
by the Breakers 
that silenced the 
5709 crowd. 

For most of the 
match the 
Breakers were 
creating chances 
that went begging 
or were defused 
by a committed 
South Melbourne 
defence. 

The last 15 
minutes reminiscent of the Breakers v nine-man Adelaide match where 
the Breakers were unable to thread the ball through the defensive line. 

“At the end of the day it’s about creating chances and taking them,” 
Newcastle Breakers coach Lee Sterrey said. 

“T'm not disappointed in the way we played tonight in any way shape 
or form against a side of that quality. 

“South Melbourne - everybody knows they’re quality, look at their 


Paul Trimpoli: Another Milestone Reached. 


Both teams played out one of the matches of the season earlier this 
year, with the Power running out 4-3 winners, but this game typified 
the disappointing seasons that both teams have endured. 

While the Power and the Spirit may have faded since the start of 
the season, both teams will still play major parts in the jostle for the 
playoff race. 

Parramatta’s deferred match with the Breakers on Tuesday May 2 
may well be the defining moment of the season for the Breakers. 

Should the Breakers win, a playoff berth may well be secured, 
however should they drop points, a trip to South Melbourne on the 
final day of the season will be their judgement day. 

However Parramatta coach David Mitchell admitted while his 
team were playing just for pride he would not be helping the cause of 
the Breakers, by fielding a full strength team for Tuesday's match. 

“We [Parramatta and Northern Spirit] both wanted to be in the top 
six, and we are both disappointed that we are not there. 

“Against Newcastle, we will make them earn their top six spot, it 
will bea strong squad, I owe it to the other teams,” wamed Mitchell. 

And the feeling was mutual for Spirit coach Graham Amold, who 
will field a team with much more experience when the Spirit fly West 
to take on the Glory, who will be seeking a top two spot, one which 
they have held for the majority of the season. 

“Depending on results on the weekend, I owe it to Wollongong, I 
owe it to the other teams to put a strong side out there. 

“Tt was in matches against Canberra, Brisbane and tonight that 1 
could experiment,” said Amold. 

And experiment he did, using a number of young players and con- 
tinuing a course that Arnold has been forced to carry out throughont 
the season by virtue of the number of injuries at the club. 

“Overall I was happy with the young boys, the average age of the 
side was 18 to 19,” said Amold, however his disappointment across 


player John Hutchinson was forced to have an early shower after a sup- 
posed late tackle on Canberra's Toplica Popovich. 

It took a long time for both sides to settle into the 
game, with the first 25 minutes seeming more like a 
game of tennis with the ball constantly going from 
one attacking half to the other. Neither side having 
any clear cut opportunities. 

It wasn't until quite late in the first half 
before the local side was able to string 
some good passages together, with 
Hutchinson, Doug Marcina and Juan 
Nilo combing well on the right 
flank, forcing the Cosmos defence 
to work hard. 
However, it was with only moments to go in the 
first half that Canberra was able to capitalise on a 
defensive error by Gippsland against the run of play. 
Alex Castro was able to cleverly “flick” the ball on to 
Ivo De Jesus who slotted it passed the Gippsland goal keeper 
Bojo Juedjevic. 


aera oa 
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Starting side, it is awesome. 

“We've now got to look at Tuesday (against Parramatta) and we 
won't get down about it, 

“Tt's a matter of whether we can pick ourselves up off the floor. 

“We were good enough to win tonight but didn’t take our chances. 
Good luck to South Melbourne, they still play some great football.” 

South Melbourne travelled to Newcastle with one simple plan — to 
win. 

“We want to win; we certainly wouldn’t want to go through the 
motions over the last few games,” South Melbourne coach Ange 
Postecoglou said. 

“We've had some important ones against teams who are looking to 
make the six and I don’t think any of them would be happy with us if 
we weren't going out there and giving it anything less than one-hun- 
dred-per-cent. 

“We came here to win and play well and it’s a difficult place to win. 

“Tt was a contrast in styles, they are a very hard working team that 
pressurise very well and we're a possession type team and that’s the 
way it panned out. 

“J thought it was a high quality game where we managed to get the 
points.” 

While Lee Sterrey is ruing the anomalies of the draw where 
Newcastle drew Adelaide and South Melbourne four times captain 
Shane Pryce is intent on ensuring the mindset is on winning tonight 
against Parramatta. 

“Tt is just another game and as long as we work hard things will turn 
and go for us,” Pryce said. 

“T suppose it’s like a batsman going through a run of ducks. You've 
just got to keep batting and doing the same thing and that’s what we 
will do on Tuesday night.” 


this season was 
evident. 

“It is very 
frustrating, as a 
coach you can 
only train them 
to play, you can’t 
fill their posi- 
tions, you can't 
go out their and 
chase a ball for 
them,” said 
Amold. 

In a game of 
few chances, it 
was Spirit 
youngster Adam 
Snyder who was 
gifted his sides 

4 best chances, the 
first coming after 
16 minutes, as ‘he 
chested a-Robbie 
Enes S Cross, 
resembling John 
Gibson’s goal, 
just inches wide 


Adam Snyder: Spirit's Best. 


of a post. 
The second coming early in the second half as he ran onto a 
through ball only to send his shot just wide of the left post. 


‘The Falcons were very dominant in the opening minutes of the sec- 

ond half. Jonathan Buhagia capitalised on a loose ball in 
Gippsland’s attacking box slamming it into the back of 
the net, The home side’s celebrations were short lived 
when offside was ruled. 

From this point on Canberra took a hold on the 
game, It was in the 52nd minute when Canberra’s best 
on ground Andrew Clark almost walked the ball into 
the 18 yard box to let fly with a thunderbolt shot for 

the visitor’s second goal. 

Only seven minutes later the Falcons were again 
able to penetrate the Canberra defence and find the 
back of the net via a Dean Fak shot, only to again be 
denied the goal due to being found offside. 

From this point the visitors “shut the door” and defended tenacious- 
ly, 
Gippsland coach Jeff Hopkins stated that “it was a very disappoint- 
ing way to end the season with one of the worst performances of the 
year.” “Canberra were the hungrier side. 
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MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
SYDNEY UNITED 


By Bert van Bedaf 


United at Somers St last Sunday with a bright display that 
will have given the home supporters heart for next season. 

In contrast, the Pumas looked disorganised with a defence that leaked 
from more gaps than a rusty bucket. 

‘United coach Ivan Petkovic won't look back with much satisfaction 
on what was another poor performance in a horrible season. 

“I'm very disappointed,” a quietly-spoken Petkovic said, “We started 
the game very slowly, but that’s no excuse. We played a really bad 
game. When the Knights scored two goals, it was hard to come back 
into the game.” 

Petkovic believed only seven players would remain from the current 
crop for next season, and “hopefully we can get six or seven good play- 
ers from other clubs. Maybe two or three players from overseas,” he 
said. 

The United committee is expected to decide on next year’s budget as 
well as on his own position during the week, Petkovic revealed. 

Knights coach Vlado Vanis is already looking at next season, indi- 
cating that the last few matches, including the final round this Sunday, 
are dress rehearsals for the next campaign, starting in October. 

“Tt is hard to motivate players when there’s nothing much to fight 
for, except pride,” Vanis said. 


Té Knights smashed their way to a 4-1 victory over Sydney 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
CARLTON SC 


By Daniel Giorelando 


‘ow the mighty have fallen. Sydney Olympic’s hopes of 

reaching this season’s finals took yet another pounding last 

‘Sunday night as fellow top six contenders Carlton showed 
the hunger and desire required, as they defeated Olympic 2-0 at 
Belmore. 

‘Two goals in four minutes midway through the second half to Archie 
Thompson and Alex Moreira elevated Carlton into third on the ladder 
and all but seal the team’s return to the finals. 

The visitors took full advantage of a weakened Olympic side, with 
Socceroo Simon Colosimo having a helping hand in both goals. 

Carlton's first came against the run of play in the 69th minute as 
Thompson finished off a brilliant goal, set up by the silky skills of 
Colesimo, who has recently returned from a serious knee injury. 

‘The 21-year-old Socceroo set up the opener following a weaving run 
into the box, which left the Olympic defence in taters, His intelligent 
cutback found an unmarked Thompson who scooped the ball over 
Perosh, 

The visitors were unlucky to have only come away with a two-goal 
victory with Moreira missing three golden chances within the opening 
30 minutes. 

However Moreira was to make up for his blemishes by slotting home 
Carlton’s sealer in the 73rd minute after yet another beautiful through 
ball by Colosimo, 

Moreira started his run from just inside Olympic’s half and he kept 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
PERTH GLORY 


By Arvind Hickman 


‘amie Harnwell celebrated his 50th NSL game in style with an 
unlikely winner that saw Perth Glory defeat the Wollongong 
Wolves in the battle of the top two. 

A near capacity Brandon Park saw the home team squander crucial 
opportunities in a tight match where chances were few and far between. 

Perth’s victory was built on a foundation of solid defence led by the 
back three of Ljubo Milicevic, Dion Valle, Jamie Hamwell, and goal- 
keeper Jason Petkovic, who was in typically resilient form. 

‘The victory for Perth places them in the box seat for the minor pre- 
miership as they now leapfrog the Wolves into first position on the 
NSL ladder by one point, 

‘The result also ensures that both teams finish in the top two, earning 
major semi-final berths. A feat Glory coach Bernd Stange speaks highly 
of. 

“Tts a new fresh wind in Australian Soccer and that’s why I'm happy 
that Perth Glory and Wollongong has shown some established clubs 
what we can do in soccer,” he said. 


Vanis said pre-sea- 
son would start on 
June 2, culminating in 
a two-week tour in 
China to prime his 
squad for a strong start 
in the new season. 

“We're going to 
China for two weeks 
and that will be our 
main (pre-season) test. 
When we come back, 
|| we'll only need to fix 

up the fine lines,” he 
said. 
The-home side hit 
the front against the 
tame Pumas with a 
cracking free-kick after 
10 minutes. Ante Moric handled the ball under pressure from Adrian 
Cervinski to give away the free kick. 

Left wingman Slavko Rados drove the strike past Brett Hughes from 
20 metres through a poorly constructed wall, while United had 10 men 
behind the ball and should have done better. 

“Tt was an excellent shot,” Vanis said, in defence of the United back- 
line as well as praising Rados for the penetrating piledriver. 

‘The Knights could already have been a goal up after two minutes, 
but Cervinski hit the post with a curling shot from a Dragi Nastevski 


Viado Vanis: Already looking to next 
season. 


his composure to calmly 
round Perosh and slot 
home, however the goal 
did raise suspicions of off- 
side, though neither the 
referee nor Carlton coach 
Stuart Munro were of this 
opinion. 

“I didn’t think it was 
offside but at the end of | 
the day the linesman 
didn’t give it,” a relieved 
Munro stated after the 
game. 

“I thought we played 
well today, our determina- 
om ere Alex Moreira: Hard work payed off. 

Munro was delighted with his strikeforce of Thompson and Moreira, 
but in particular the Brazilian who lifted his workrate and was conse- 
quently rewarded with the sealer. 

“Alex Moreira is the best finisher at the club, his downfall has been 
his workrate but he proved tonight that he can work hard.” 

Moreira’s tag of the club’s best finisher appeared inaccurate in the 
first half as he squandered three golden chances, two of which were 
kept out by the crossbar. 

But for all their domination; Carlton could not seal the win and when 
Olympic were awarded a penalty by referee Matthew Breeze in the 87th 
minute after substitute Nick Carle was brought down in the box, 
Olympic were seemingly given a lifeline. 
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“A club (Perth Glory) 
who is four years old, 
without any base, without 
youth teams, without 
Teserve teams is on top.” 

The Wolves fielded an 
unfamiliar 3-5-2 forma~ 
tion, with midfielder 
Mark Robertson replacing 
suspended striker Saso 
Petkovic. 

The Glory were wil 
out key players Bobby 

A) Despotovski, Troy Halpin 
and Ivan Ergic, but were 
boosted in defence with 

ES » the return of Jamie 

Bernd Stange: “A fresh wind.” yy wen), 

The first half saw the Wolves dominate possession and create the 
better chances, often opting the direct route on goal with long balls and 
penetrating crosses. 

David Cervinski was a constant aerial threat from set pieces and had 
a great game on a Josing team, 


cross as the homeside pressed forward. 

United mounted several attacks with Ante Moric, Tom Pondeljak, 
Aytek Genc and Nick Bosevski testing the Knights defence and ‘keeper 
Lou Aceski, who was again favoured ahead of Martin John. 

Cervinski struck the Knights second goal five minutes before half 
time, with the help of Paul Uriovic. United was unable to clear fully 
after Rados had crossed the ball forward. 

Alex Kiratzoglou landed it back into the box, where Urlovic con- 
trolled it, But Cervinski, facing the United goal, drove the ball-home, 
although Urlovic may have had a touch along the way as well as United 
defender Eddy Bosnar with a slight deflection. 

The Knights sealed the match with two quick goals after the break, 
following some loose defending. 

Captain Ante Kovacevic put the Knights’ third goal in the net with a 
-close-range shot, which took a deflection off Velimir Kupresak’s heel, 
while Urlovic took advantage of a collision between Terry Palapanis 
and Hughes. 

‘The ball fell clear and the New Zealander drove it home past a des- 
perate Bosnar, who tried to save off the line only to run into the net as 
the ball crossed the line. 

Aytek Genc took advantage of a defensive mistake between 
Kovacevic and Jason Vukadin to give United a consolation goal. 
Collecting the stray backpass and Keeping his cool in the one-on-one, 
the Pumas forward forced the Knights ‘keeper to choose the wrong 
side, driving the ball to the right as Aceski moved to the left, 

Youngster Harry Matkovic, on for Kiratzoglou in the 61st minute, 
thought he’d scored a fifth goal for the Knights, from an Urlovic 
through-pass, but the linesman had his flag raised for offside. 


Pablo Cardozo stepped up to the spot however the ever reliable strik- 
er was thwarted by a great save by Carlton keeper Dean Anastasiadis 
who dived low to his right to make his first penalty save of the season, 

The result was a fair indication of Carlton’s dominance and as 
Olympic coach Branko Culina explained, the visitors clearly deserved 
their victory. 

“We are disappointed although Carlton thoroughly deserved to win 
tonight, they are a good side. 

“Unfortunately the last 10 weeks have been very disappointing,” said 
Culina, 

Olympic’s coach was adamant that the club was still in with a chance 
of making the finals however their fall from the top had been forced on 
them due to the horrific injury toll at the club. 

“We haven’t had two games in 33 weeks in which we have put our 
best 11 on the park,” an annoyed Culina stated after the match, 

Apart from the penalty, Olympic did have chances of scoring and 
had Zlatko Arambasic taken a tough chance just five minutes after the 
break, the outcome may have been quite different. 

Once again the wizardry of Pablo Cardozo came to the forefront as 
his mazy run and through ball gave Arambasic time to put in a left-foot 
shot which Anastasiadis managed to get a fingertip to. 

But apart from that, Olympic’s constant attacking avenue down the 
middle of the park played right into the hands of the Carlton defence, 
Olympic’s inability to utilise the flanks contributed to their lack scoring 
chances. 

Olympic will be sweating on Tuesday night’s result in Newcastle. 
Should the Breakers win, Olympic will find themselves out of. the top 
six for the first time this season, which would mean evan if they defeat 
Sydney United this Sunday, their fate would lie in the hands of other 
teams. 


Scott Chipperfield also had a busy half and was unlucky not to score 
after an Alvin Ceccoli free kick deflected off him to rattle the crossbar. 

Matt Horsely was given a golden opportunity through a Stuart 
Young cross but could only manage to head over the crossbar from 
point blank range. 

Perth Glory looked most menacing through the probing runs of 
Alistair Edwards, who twice forced Wolves keeper Les Pogliacomi into 
fine saves. 

‘The second half saw the Glory take the lead in the 50th minute with 
a well taken Jamie Harnwell header from a Scott Miller corner. 
Harnwell was unchallenged and comfortably placed the ball past the 
helpless Les Pogliacomi, 

‘The pattern of the game then changed as the Glory tightened up 
defensively, often leaving the Wolves to test Petkovic from distance. 

Chipperfield perhaps had the best chance of the half when played 
through by Noel Spencer. However, an awkward bounce and the pres- 
ence of Ljubo Milicevic resulted in a weak effort that barely stretched 
the Glory keeper. 

Stuart Young forced the save of the match as his 30 metre thunder- 
bolt was well tipped over by the stubbom Petkovic. 

The late substitutions of Esala Masi, George Souris and David 
Huxley failed to inspire a Wolves comeback as Perth grabbed all three 
points in a match of high quality and low drama. 


TURN TO PAGE 10 FOR MATCH STATISTICS 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
ADELAIDE CITY 


By John Economos 


Marconi at the Marconi Stadium, crashed their way for the 

first time this season into the Top Six and now have a 
threatening lethal look about them to do further damage in, the 
Play Offs should they remain in the Top Six. 

‘The ‘Black and Whites’ have now recled off an incredible eight wins 
in their past 10 games with their ace marksman Damian Mori streaking 
to the crest of the League’s Top Goalscorers with no less than 21 goals. 

Despite an unusual rough playing surface at the Stadium, the “Black 
and Whites’ within 10 minutes had steamed to a 0-2 lead with Marconi 
buckled on the ropes. 

Thankfully for Marconi, their mobile st.'ker Sean Babic in the 15th 
minute momentarily put a stop to the furious South Australian 
onslaught when he squeezed between two Adelaide City defenders to 
steer his shot just inside the left upright despite having being bumped 
off balance, 

The ‘Black and Whites’ drew first blood as early as in the ninth 
minute when Mori burst down the left with marker Dominic Longo 
alongside him and goalkeeper Michael Tumbull racing well off his 
line. Undaunted, whilst sandwiched between these two Marconi 
players, Mori with his right boot solidly flicked the ball inside the far 
right post. 

Before Marconi could settle down, within 60 seconds the League's 
Aristocrats had doubled the scoreline through former World Cup player 
and recently almost back to his very top form, midfielder/playmaker 
Aurelio Vidmar, Vidmar first beat Longo and with Marconi’s sweeper 
Pan Kuen Kim sliding in with his tackle, the ball rebounded off the 
latter's striking leg as Vidmar continued to burst through to regain 
possession and slam into the target. 

In the opening 15 minutes Adelaide City attacked with a fierce 3-5-2 
formation, a vast contrast to Marconi’s more conservative 5-3-2 lineup, 
This glaring midfield numerical superiority allowed the ‘Black and 
Whites’ almost full command until Babic’s most timely, and valuable 


A delaide City with a powerful 2-4 win last Sunday night over 


[| ROUNDss | 


AUCKLAND KINGZ 2 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 1 


he Football Kingz won their match at North Harbour 
Stadium against the Brisbane Strikers 2-1. It was a patchy 
win for the Kingz who have now ended their home campaign 
in the 2000 NSL season, 
Aaron Silva scored twice for the home side, who has missed out on a 
top six spot on their debut in the Australian league. 
Silva found the net either side of halftime in the 23rd and 55th 
minute, while Peter Dwyer replied for Brisbane in the 63rd. 
The Kingz led at half time 1-0. 


goal, came to the home side's rescue. 

Adelaide’s midfield quintet of Mathew Kemp, Carl Veart, Vidmar, 
Bradley Hassell and Nick Sabljak had relished in their industrious work 
allowing Marconi little breathing space. 

With some composure regained, Marconi’s ball-playing midfielder 
Vlado Zoric from 22 metres clipped Adelaide’s crossbar in the 27th 
minute with a lobbed shot, whilst seconds before ‘drinks’ Marconi’s 
tight wingback Danny Invincibile unleashed a rising rocket from 20 
metres that saw Adelaide’s back-pedalling goalie Adrian Cagalj tip the 
hot missile over his ‘toof”. 

Both sides lost a striker each in the first session through injured 
hamstrings. Marconi’s mobile Sean Babic limped off in the 43rd to be 
replaced by the reliable Kris Trajanovski whilst Adelaide's Italian 
import Claudio Pelosi lumbered off in the 28th to be replaced by 
energetic and long side-levered Nathan Day. 

Just seven minutes after the break Marconi surprisingly levelled the 
books when back to form skipper Brad Maloney from the right rifled 
into the target, 

With pride now dented, Adelaide City struck back on the hour mark 
to regain the lead at 2-3 when first half substitute Nathan Day out- 
climbed central defender Mark Babic from a comer to head-flick inside 
the frame. 

With 20 minutes left on the clock Adelaide nailed their fourth and 
final goal through former international, midfielder Hassell. A cross 
fired in from the left was in a flash back-heeled by Vidmar for the 
hungry Hassell to ‘kill the target’, 

The ‘Black and Whites’ short passing and switch play was a pleasure 
to witness despite their customary style being severely hampered by an 
unusually rough Marconi Stadium surface, 

Outstanding for Marconi were Maloney, Sean Babic and Gibson, 
whilst for the ‘Black and Whites’ experienced former international 
Vidmar, wide midfielders Mathew Kemp and Nick Sabljak plus Hassell 
ploughed through a tremendous amount of intelligent work. 

Marconi’s suave coach Eddie Kmcevic was characteristically calm 
when he later stated: “Defensive errors cost us again and we were down 
0-2 after 10 minutes, we were just terrible, Maloney (Brad) was about 
the only positive to come out of the game for us and we lost a lot with 
the loss of Babic (striker Sean-off with an injured hamstring). 

“We struggled especially against a team such as Adelaide City who 


© Auckland v Brisbane 


3A. Silva 3-P. Trimboli 


2-J, Buonavoglia 


1-M. Wilson 


= Northern Spirit v Parramatta 

| 3). Gibson (PP) 
2. Vikio (PP) 
1-A. Snyder (Ns) 


Melb Knights v Sydney Utd 
3-A. Vargas 

2-A. Cervinski 

1-P. Uriovic 


3-A. Clark 
2-A. Castro 


3-S. Colosimo 
2-A. Moreira 


Wollongong v Perth Glory 
-J. Harnwell 

2-D. Cervinski 

1-u. Petkovic 


3-A. Vidmar 
2-M. Kemp 
1-B. Maloney 


Newcastle v South Melbourne 


Gippsland v Canberra 


1-J. Hutchinson 


1-A. McPherson 


(SM) 
(NB) 
(NB) 


Olympic v Carlton 


John Kosmina: Season now over for Brisbane. 


have always been very quick on the counter attack. We now have 
Canberra in our last game and the pressure now is really on. Maloney 
had been out of form for most of the season but his coming back 
showed a lot of leadership,” Krncevic summed up. 

Meanwhile Adelaide City's tough and experienced boss Zoran 
Matic, refused to get excited at all that his team for the first time this 
season has finally climbed into the Top Six-fifth in fuct- and would 
only comment: “I didn’t think that we played that well, but won the 
game where in other matches we played very well and lost. Even in the 
way we conceded those two goals was not good and the pitch was not 
good as we are spoilt by playing at home (Hindmarsh Stadium) which 
is like a billiard table top. 


Aurelio Vidmar: Man of the Match. 


tain amount of luck was involved in all six goals and the 
surface contributed to some of the goals. We can’t play the long ball 
game but yet in patches we were forced to do so. I was concerned with 
the fight my team put up and now we are in the Top Six. 
“This however is like getting a bird and putting it in a cage but have 
left the door open. So now it all depends on our fast home game on 
Sunday against the Melbourne Knights who lately have been on fire. 


THE ABSW PLAYERS 
POINTS WILL BE 
HIDDEN FOR THE 

REMAINDER OF THE 


SEASON. 


THE WINNER WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED AT SEASON’S 


Marconi v Adelaide City 
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By Bort van Bedal 


lhe erstwhile all-conquering 

Green Gully machine is 
showing signs of faltering. 

The Cavaliers haye started the 

second half of the season with a 2-1 

loss to the resurgent Bulleen 


1-0 home win over Altona Magic. It 
bas lifted the side above the Bentleigh 


Greens, who drew 1-1 with the lowly 
Port Melbourne Sharks. 

By the way, the Sharks have 
transformed their memorial Laurie 
Schwab press box into a VIP suite and 
selogated the scribes to the old press 
room, notoriously obscured by 
spectators, therefore blocking the 
_ Al Fawkner, vandals continue to 
wreck the press cage in the ander- 
cover stand. Understandably, the 
Fawkner committee has given up 
redecorating the tiny space, 

Ae visa actos ee tack ine 
VIP area, which is behind the social- 
club goal. Although more luxuriogs 
‘space, it prevents a clear view of the 
on-field proceedings, inviting 


reduced vis 
a time, whee the Biss ae jot iniog 


their stride, beating Altona East 4-0 to 


GREENS DRAW 
WITH SHARKS 


By David Davutovic 


entleigh Greens grabbed an 88th 

minute equaliser to salvage a 1-1 

‘draw at home to lowly Port 
Melbourne. 

About 600 spectators were on hand to 
witness the Easter Monday encounter, most 
of whom were stunned when the Sharks 
mounted the first serious attack of the 
match and George Tsartis smashed his shot 
‘onto the crossbar from the edge of the area. 

The Sharks piled on the pressure as their 
veteran player-coach Peter Tsolakis took a 
free-kick in 35th minute, which ricocheted 
off the insideof the post. 

Only Tony Lyras’ reflexes denied 
Bentleigh the opening goal moments before 
half time as a cross was slipped in from the 
right flank, and their top scorer Saso 
Markovski toe-poked the ball towards goal, 
only to be denied. 

The match gained momentum in the 
second half when a Port Melbourne 
counter attack finished up with John 


Pappas, who calmly lobbed keeper Glenn 
Clarke from close range in the 62nd minute 
fora I-O lead. 

The home side became increasingly 
desperate as the match wore on and the 
Greens got their deserved equaliser in the 
8th minute when a goalmouth scramble 
finished with makeshift striker Nick 
Rossios, who shot on the turn from five 
metres, 

Bentleigh was struck down by injury, 
missing Drew Laurence, David Breslin and 
Will Hastie, who'd cut his hand with a 
carving knife in a freak accident on Good 
Friday. He will have microsurgery and will 
possibly miss a further two to three weeks. 

Bentleigh coach Gary Cole was 
disappointed with the final result. 

“We made it very hard for ourselves, but 
we scrambled back into it and got a point. 
‘That was a game we should've won. As 
soon as we go behind we panic,” said 
Cole. 

Peter Tsolakis’ hard luck continued, and 
the embattled Sharks coach admitted that 
this was the story of their season, 


LEAGUE LADDER 


PW 
Green Gully Cavaliers 12 9 
St Albans Saints 12 
Bentleigh Greens 12 
Altona East Phoenix 12 
Altona Magic 2 
Bulleen Zebras 12 


Preston Lions he 
Heidelberg United 12 
Oakleigh Cannons 12 
Port Melboume Sharks 12 
Melbourne Raiders 


UWRF RRWVEWWYR 
BAUWEUNEERWONE 


6 
6 
5 
4 
4 
Fawkner Blues 12 3 
3 
4 
ai 
3 
oF 


Mie 


Played each other on Monday night. 


14 


“That's been our luck this year. Last 
year games like this we would come away 
2-3 goals up, this year it’s just not going 
‘our way,” Tsolakis said. 

“Tn the end we were a bit unlucky, we 
had them on the back foot and they didn’t 
really create much that indicated they were 
the better team. I think we could’ve got 
away with the three points. 

“Our aim at the moment is just to 
survive, we've got to pick up points 
especially at home. Away from home we 
hayen't done too badly. Defensively we've 
given away too many goals, that is our 
main problem,” he said. 

Bentleigh Greens: Clarke, Karapatsos, 
Micheil (Kalimeris), McDonagh, 
Constantinou, Drakos,  Gayazzi 
(Kourkoutzelos), Markovski, Rossios, 
Mladenovic, Kotsovolos. 

Port Melbourne: Lyras, Sonsini, Pir, 
Watson, Collina; Mustafa, Pappas, Tsartis, 


Tsolakis (Nikolic),  Palamaras 
(Papadopolous), Poutakidis 
(Vurosauljevic). 


Round 12: 


‘St. Albans Saints 1 (Zilic 1) Altona Magic 0 


Heidelberg United 5 (Brown C, Opazo A, Angelos 
G, Charalambous A, Di Iorio P) Oakleigh Cannons 1 


(Sastre J) 


Port Melbourne vs Bullen, Altona Magic vs 


Bulleen Zebras 2 (Sakaci B, Emsovski C) Green 
Gully Cavaliers 1 (Becvinovski S) 


Preston vs Altona East, Fawkner vs Bentleigh. 


Bentleigh Greens 1 (Rossios N) Port Melbourne 


Sharks 1 (Pappas J) 


isu 


Altona East Phocnix 0 Fawkner Blues 4 


(Stojcevski R, Grimaud J, Duzel I, Murphy C), 


Melbourne Raiders v Preston Lions 
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ZEBRAS BUCK CAVALIERS 


By George Koukeris 
fter the Easter break, the refreshed 
Bulleen Zebras avenged their round- 
ne loss, beating a ten-man Green 
Gully 2-1 at the Veneto ground as the Zebras 
produced 90 minutes of inspired football 
against powerful opposition. 

From the start, the Zebras claimed control 
and set out to make early ground. Strikers 
Danny Gnjidic and Warren Spink put the 
pressure on the Cavaliers as Sava Rusmir, 
Berkan Sakaci and Chris Emsovski gave the 
side momentum. 

In the 17th minute Emsovski orchestrated 
one of his trademark corner deliveries that 
found Sakaci deep into the goal zone, but his 
header just missed the target by millimetres. 

In the 37th minute, a counter attack, that 
slipped past Steve Douglas, gave Gnjidic the 
opportunity for goal directly in front. On the 
chase, however, Douglas tackled Gnjidic from 
behind, bringing the Bulleen striker down. 
Referee Rick Arturi instantly red-carded 
Douglas, leaving a ten-man Green Gully to 
fight out the match. 

Emsovski took the free-kick, which Gully 
‘keeper Robert Brian tipped over the crossbar. 
Emsovski again took the comer and this time 


By Ivan Perkov 


‘na scrappy and at times uninspiring 

match, St Albans beat Altona Magic with 

a solitary goal three minutes from full 
time, 

Ivan Zilic scored a fortunate goal to elevate 
the Saints above Bentleigh Greens into second 
spot, seven points behind leader Green Gully. 

The Saints sorely missed Matthew Urlovic 
and instead played regular defender Martin 
Raspudic up front. Altona Magic was at full 
strength, playing several young players, who 
have become regular members of the senior 
team. 

Zilic tormented the Magic defence from the 
opening minute, but Altona ‘keeper Darren 


Round 13 
Matches: 


Friday, 5 May Name 


Oakleigh vs St Albans. 
Alfonso Opazo 


Saso Markovski 


Saturday, 6 May 


Melboume Raiders. 


Sash Becvinoyski 


Sunday, 7 May 


Monday, May 8 


Heidelberg vs Green Gully. 
Nick Tsaltas 


SAINTS BEAT MAGIC 


Dimce Panev 


Ike Alagiozidis 


Sakaci made no mistake, pounding the ball into 
the net from point blank range to give Bullen 
the lead. 

‘The Cavaliers equalised in the 73rd minute. 
A George Svigos cross found Sonny Sevin, 
who turned with ease and fired home from 
close range. Five minutes earlier, Sevin had 
already come close to an equaliser, deflecting a 
Sash Becvinovski free-kick goalward, but it fell 
just wide. 

Having drawn level, the Cavaliers gained 
momentum and threatened to run away with the 
match in the dying moments, while the Zebras 
fought back desperately. 

Emsovski became the match winner with a 
powerful shot in the 81st minute. 

From 30 metres out, Emsovski fired at goal 
to blast the ball past Brian uncontested. 

‘The win lifted the Zebras to sixth position on 
15 points, putting the club in the right frame for 
the second leg of the season. 

Bulleen: Cooper, Damiano, Tartaglia, 
Mazzini, Thomas, Sakaci, Rusmir, Emsovski 
(Guglielmi), Caimakamis (Latinopoulos), 
Spink, Gnjidic. 

Green Gully: Brian, Douglas, Georgiadis, 
Neceski (Atanasovski), Papadopoulos 
(Marinos), Seven, Spiteri, Suric, Svigos, 
Velkovski, Becvinovski. 


McGrath came to the rescue, saving with his 
feet. 

Zilic finally split an even game with a 
miraculous goal. Having received a pass on the 
edge of the penalty box, he cracked a shot with 
his lethal left boot. McGrath parried the shot, 
which looped and hit the underside of the 
crossbar and yeered back into the net, 

Both sides now look to next week, when the 
Saints travel to face Oakleigh, while the Magic 
host Melbourne Raiders. 

St Albans: Vunderl, Cuze (Hrehoresin), 
Klarica, Rados (Mrak), Vojtek, Milardovic, 
Dragicevic, Trupkovic, Razov, Raspudic, Zilic 
y Jolevski, 


fi Podorovsi, 
Petrevski. 


Leading 
Goalscorers 


Team 

Heidelberg United 
Bentleigh Greens 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Preston Lions 
Oakleigh Cannons 


Port Melbourne Sharks 


St George 0 
Parramatta Eagles 0 
By Jullan Murphy 


tough and intense battle between 

St George and Parramatta ended 

scoreless at St George Stadium on 
Sunday. 

‘The two top five sides both had chances to 
win the game but the visiting Eagles will feel 
more disappointed that they didn’t pick up 
three points. 

‘The Saints came into the match 
having won their past three 
games but Parramatta were to 
prove a much sterner test 
than their previous opposi- 
tion. The home side took the 
field to the sounds of Louis 
Armstrong but it was the 
Eagles, and not the Saints, who 
did the early marching. 

‘St George keeper Les Bihari had 
to make a diving fingertip save from a 
Malcolm Meilak shot in the fourth minute. It 
was the start of a busy afternoon for Bihari 
and one in which he saved his team on 
numerous occasions. 

Dangerous strikers, Jim Bakis of St 
George and Parramatta’s Adam Anderson, 
were both kept relatively quiet as the game 
developed into a midfield arm-wrestle. The 
visitors, led by inspiring performances from 
Meilak, Alex Trpkoski and Anthony Mittiga, 
maintained the upper hand and kept the 
Saints defence on their toes. 

In the first half, Manuel Papageorgiou 
came closest to scoring for St George in the 


Parramatta Eagles, 
Fairfield Bulis 
Blacktown City Demons 
Leichhardt Tigers, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Central Coast Coasties 
Macarthur Rams 

Penrith Panthers 
Bankstown City Lions 
‘Sutherland Sharks 
Eastern Suburbs 

St George Saints 

Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Canterbury Marrickville 


L 
3 
4 
1 
Ei 
6 
7 
5 
4 
8 
7 
8 
9 


31st minute and Bihari denied both Meilak 
again and Nikolce Joeski. Right on half time 
-an Anderson shot smacked into the upright 
after Bihari managed to get a hand to it. 

The second half continued to be a tight 
contest but neither side could find the back 
of the net. The Eagles hit the woodwork 
again in the 51st minute, this time from a 
blistering Meilak free kick. 

As full time approached the game became 
more frantic, particularly after Saints’ Max 
Sevares was sent off for his second bookable 
offence in the 85th minute, Both sides had 

chances to snatch a winner in injury 

time but excellent saves by Bihari 

and the Eagles’ Jason Holmes 
kept the score tied at 0-0. 

St George coach John Sentas 

praised the fantastic effort of 

Bihari and conceded that his 

team may have been lucky to 

pick up a point, “They out- 

played us and probably 

deserved to win. They were hard- 

er at the 50-50 contests and at times 

we were just hanging in there. We had a 

chance to take it at the end but it wasn’t to 
be.” 

It doesn’t get easier for St 
George or Parramatta next 
week as they both have games 
against the killer B’s, 
Blacktown and Bonnyrigg. 
These two fixtures may go a 
Tong way to determining how 
much of a genuine threat the 
Saints and the Eagles are to the 
two big guns of the league. 
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Central Coast Coasties 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 
Lelchhardt Tigers 
Parramatta Eagles 
Easter Suburbs 

St George Saints 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Sutherland Sharks 
Macarthur Rams 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Fairfield Bulls 

Bankstown City Lions 


BRSSRBRSEST 
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Leichhardt Tigers 
Macarthur Rams 


‘t was a game that certainly never rose to any great 
heights, however, for the Leichhardt Tigers it was 
three precious points on the Super League ladder. 
After recent poor performances by the Tigers, they had to 
battle it out to the end against an opposition that should have 
been put well and truly away earlier in the game. 
Macarthur scored a goal late in the game to give the home 
fans at Lambert Park heart palpitations. Playing in an unusu- 
al green and gold strip, Macarthur kept the game alive until 


the end. 


Leichhardt opened the scoring in the nineth minute, when 
Tomasevic put the home side ahead, despite the galant 
efforts by the away ‘keeper in attempting to block the shot. 

In the 27th minute, Leichhardt went further ahead via a 
Stubbs-Mills goal. The talented midfielder easily slotted 
home a cross from the right to take the Tigers to a 2-0 lead. 

Macarthur’s only goal came in the 80th minute when 
O’Shea latched onto a Cummins cross which the Tigers 
defence really struggled to clear, however, it was little con- 
solation for the Rams and by that time the horse had well 
and truly bolted, 


TOP SCORERS 


CLUB 
Blacktown 
Bonnyrigg 
Bonnyrigg 
Easts Subs 
Leichhardt 
Parramatta 
St George 
Leichharat 


ere 


COCVOYYSO®RONOr 


QADATDAAAAVHo 
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Bankstown city Lions 1 (I McDonald 79m) 
Sutherland Sharks 2 (C Karanasos 44m J Corbo 72m) 


Eastera Suburbs Wanderers 2 ($ McComb Im pen P 
Puilicino 80m) Fairfield Bulls 4 (M Borg 15m G 
‘Zabetakis 24m $ Larocca 44m T,Omac 65m). 


UNDER 21: Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 Canterbury 
Meise oe bee Coast Coasties 3 Manly 
farringah Dolphins 1, fi Gare: Meee § Fees 
Eagles 3, Leichhardt Tigers 1 Macarthur Rams 1, Penrith 
Punthers 0 Blacktown City Demons 1, Bankstown City 
‘Lions | Sutherland Sharks 4, Eastem Suburbs Wanderers 


Eagles 
‘Marrickville Berries 0, Central Coast Coastics 1 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 2, St George Saints | Parramatta 
Eagles 4, Leichhardt Tigers vs Macarthur Rams 


am 


wo 
NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


Super League 


Kick-off times — 5.00pm (1st Grade), 1.00pm (U21s), 
11.00am (U18s) unless otherwise stated 


. _SATURDAYG MAY 2000 __—+?> 


Central Coast Coasties v Penrith Panthers 
Pluim Park 
(2pm U18s, 4pm U21s, 6pm ist Grade) 


Sutherland Sharks v Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Seymour Shaw Park 
(8pm U18s, 5pm U21s, 7pm ist Grade) 
Blacktown City Demons v St George Saints 
Gabbie Stadium 
(2pm U18s, 4pm U21s, 6pm 1st Grade) 


‘Geren a ee een es 
SUNDAY 7 MAY 2000 


Parramatta Eagles v Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Melita Stadium 


Suburbs Wanderers 1 Fairfield Bulls 4. 


See page 6 for all other results 


Canterbury Marrickville vy Macarthur Rams 
Henson Park 


Fairfield Bulls v Bankstown City Lions 
Nineveh Field 


Eastern Suburbs v Leichhardt Tigers 
Wentworth Park 


ch all the latest news on 
in NSW in Super Soccer — 
OUT 4 May! 


Www_soccernsw.com.au 
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NORTHERN DIVISION 


FRIDAY 28 APRIL 2000 


Newcastle Breakers .........« 4 Newcastle Breakers Colts ....0 


@uchniewicz 14, O'Brien 27, 
Tomich 51, Angievski 66) 


SATURDAY 29 APRIL 2000 
Northern Spirit ...........+40 
(Kane 81) 
ALLS, .eesseseceeces . 
(Parisi 8, Johnson 37) (Veljanovski 2, 83) 
SUNDAY 30 APRIL 2000 
NSWAS. ercreccnecssennons 1 Sydney United 
(Gavaghan 51) 
Sydney Olympic............ 5 Marconi Stallions Colts ...... 1 
(Doumanis 5, Chahine 11, 32, (Bugallo 84f) 
Gasper 15, Jomaa 29) 
Wollongong Wolves......... 2 Wollongong Wolves Colts ....1 
(Harlock 30, O'Grady 40) (Dimech 5) 
Marconi Stallions ........... 1 Sydney United Colts ........ 0 
(Severino 31) 


SUNDAY 30 APRIL 2000 (Rd 31) 
.2 Sydney Olympic Academy .. 
) (Sabuncuoglu 3, Tirovski 17) 
Northern Spirit Colts 1 lost to Q.A.S. 3 
(Played on Monday 3 January 2000) 
Bye - Sydney Olympic Academy 


LEAGUE LADDER 


PWODBL FA Ps 
Parramatta Power 312 4 2) TS Saas 
Northem Spirit SMU ape A er Be GN) 
Marconi Stallions 20UG2 Ie 12a Dee Gin S80). 27 65 
Sydney Olympic 3119 6 2 6 0 45 63 
Newcastle Breakers 3019 3 1 8 6 34 60 
QAS. SU Sond, GDRs ye 55m 54. 
ALS. SOP TIS 167 2p g:9) 98542 (51 
Wollongong Wolves 30:13 5 2 12 43 45 44 
Sydney United 31 13; 3 2 S45) =46 758 42 
ACT.AS. 29°10) 9) 27 10) 346 555139 
NS.W.LS. 30.9 7 2 14 4 49 3 
Newcastle Breakers Colts 30 10 4 2 16 42 58 34 
Sydney Olympic Academy 31 10 4 2 17 53 91 34 


Norther Spirit Colts 3 6 6 2 18 (33 69 
Marconi StallionsColts 30 6 5 2 19 43 96 23 
Sydney United Colts 2: 3 # 23 3078 13 
Wollongong WolvesColts 31 1 3 2 27 18 131 6 


SUMMARY (RD 33) 


lhe Newcastle Breakers scored twice in each half in defeating their 

Colts on Friday night. The 4-0 result keeps the Breakers in the hunt 

for a final’s spot. The Breakers have a tough road home with matches 
against the N.S.W.LS. and the Marconi Stallions, 

Peter Juchniewicz opened the scoring after 14 minutes before Kurt O’Brien 
doubled the advantage on 27 minutes. After the break, Luke Tomich and Robert 
Angievski recorded singles. 

In what may be a prelude to the Northern Division Grand Final the Northen 
Spirit snatched a late winner over minor premiers, the Parramatta Power, at 
Christie Park. Derryk Kane giving the Spirit what may be a psychological edge 
going into the finals series with an 81st minute strike, 

The teams may clash once again within a fortnight if the Spirit can maintain 
second spot on the league ladder from the fast finishing Marconi Stallions. 

Also on Saturday, the A.C.T.A.S. came from behind twice to share the points 
with their hosts at the ALS. Soccer Field. The Institute have retumed from the 
two-week sojourn to Europe and found themselves in a tough battle against their 
neighbours, 


Franco Parisi gave the hosts a dream start when he struck after just eight min- 
utes, However, Goran Veljanovski replied for the Academy on 23 minutes. The 
ALLS. Jead was restored after 37 minutes as Mitchell Johnson pounced to net his 
10th goal this season, 

The A.LS. led from this point on but could not hold their visitors at bay for the 
remainder of the match. Veljanovski the hero as he bagged his double just seven 
minutes from time to give his side a point. 

The A.LS. then backed up on Sunday to host the Sydney Olympic Academy. 
The Olympians charged out of the blocks and were rewarded with a 2-0 lead 
after 17 minutes, Yavuz Sabuncuoglu on three minutes and Sash Tirovki scoring 
for the visitors. Despite the send-off on 58 minutes of Zenon Caravella the visi- 
tors made their hosts earn their point. 

The A.LS. halved the deficit on the stroke of half-time courtesy of Greg Saric 
and were back on level terms a minute after the restart via Franco Parisi. The 2-2 
scoreline securing the Institute's second such result within 24 hours. 

At Valentine Park, the N.S.W.LS. squeaked past Sydney United thanks to a 
Peter Gavaghan goal in the 51st minute. The Institute jumped two places on the 
ladder courtesy of the three points, 

Sydney Olympic can clinch the final berth in the Top Four with a win next 
week after thumping the Marconi Stallions Colts at Belmore. The 5-1 result was 
well earned by a team that has been inconsistent of late. A five-goal blitz in the 
first half ended the match as a contest. 

A double to Ali Chahine and singles to Hussein Jomaa, Robert Gasper and 
Anthony Doumanis sealed a convincing win for Olympic. Jeff Bugallo scored a 
consolation goal for the Stallions. 

At Brandon Park, the Wolves Youth defeated their Colts by 2-1. All goals 
were scored in the first half of the match. The Colts took the lead on five min- 
utes thanks to a strike from Paul Dimech but two goals in 10 minutes to Neil 
Harlock and Paul O’Grady handed the Youth the three poimts. 

The hottest team in the league at the moment must surely be the Marconi 
Stallions, The third placed Stallions have secured maximum points from the past 


CROUND 33) 


eight encounters and have the chance to finish in the top two if they continue 
their freakish run home. 

A hard fought 1-0 victory over strugglers the Sydney United Colts maintained 
their winning sequence, Daniel Severino found the back of the net in the first 
half to take his season tally to 20. 


NORTHERN DIVISION (R34) 
TUESDAY 2 MAY 2000 
Newcastle Breakers Colts v Sydney United Colts (Rd 25) 
(Breakers Stadium - 5.15pm) 
WEDNESDAY 3 MAY 2000 
Marconi Stallions v A.LS. (Rd 30) 
(Marconi Stadium - 5.00pm) 
Newcastle Breakers v N.S.W.LS. (Rd 17) 
(Breakers Stadium - 7.00pm) 
FRIDAY 5 MAY 2000 
Marconi Stallions v Newcastle Breakers (Rd 24) 
(Marconi Stadium - 5.15pm) 
SATURDAY 6 MAY 2000 
Wollongong Wolves Colts v Northern Spirit 
(Brandon Park No. 2 - 3.00pm), 

Sydney United Colts v Sydney Olympic Academy 
(Syd Utd Sports Centre - 4.00pm) 
SUNDAY 7 MAY 2000 
QAS. v ALS. 

(Suncorp Metway Stadium - 2.30pm) 
Parramatta Power v Northern Spirit Colts 
(Parramatta Stadium - 2.30pm) 

Sydney Olympic v Sydney United 
(Belmore Sports Ground - 2.30pm) 
A.C.T.A.S, v Marconi Stallions 
(A.LS. Multi-Purpose Field - 2.30pm) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts v N.S.W.LS. 
(Breakers Stadium - 4.00pm) 

Marconi Stallions Colts y Wollongong Wolves 
(Marconi Stadium - 4.00pm) 

Bye - Newcastle Breakers 


SOUTHERN DIVISION CROUND 21) 


MONDAY 24 APRIL 2000 
Fawkner Blues .............. 1 Albury Wodonga 
(Steve Panebianco) (David Martin 2, John Ritchie) 


ROUND 21 
TUESDAY 25 APRIL 2000 


3 


Carlton . ..1 South Dandenong .........4 0 
(Mathew Nikolic) 
ROUND 14 
THURSDAY 27 APRIL 2000 
South Melbourne ........... 4 Fawkner Blues ............ 2 


(Anthony Magnacca, Rade Culibrik, 
Elias Dimourtzidis, Shane Di Gioacchino) 


ROUND 21 


SATURDAY 29 APRIL 2000 
2 South Melbourne .......... 2 
(Elias Dimourtzidis 2) 


(Paul Butera 2) 


(Cerkan Oksuz, Simon Storey) 


Gippsiand Falcons v Fawkner Blues 
(Match not played) 
SUNDAY 30 APRIL 2000 
Melbourne Knights Academy 3 Preston Lions .............. i} 
(Daniel Piorkowski, Tom Razov, 
Michael Vonja) 
Bye v Melbourne Knights 
Be ave 


DOD FA Pts 
Carlton ISTE a 10) UE 349) 
VIS WS a 2) 3h S7e ts) 44) 
South Melbourne POs fake 2 15; AS05198 
Bulleen Inter Kings 9 10 2 7 47 34 32 
Melbourne Knights ISO Sasa 7) A502: (30) 
South Dandenong As 7) 137532) 30 
Gippsland Falcons BB? SP) ERs Ti 387240), 25 


Melbourne Knights Academy 18 5 2 f1 19 34 17 
Fawkner Blues 185 <4. 93; AK (21-50 15 
Albury Wodonga 19 3 3 13 26 12 
Preston Lions 2) j3e-2) 116 (87, 5 
FORTHCOMING 
MATCHES 
ROUND 4 


South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights Academy 
(Bob Jane Stadium, 6.30 pm) 
ROUND 22 
SATURDAY 6 MAY 2000 
VIS v Carlton 
(Grange Reserve, 3.30 pm) 

Albury Wodonga v South Dandenong 
(Alexandra Park, 4 pm) 


SUNDAY 7 MAY 2000 
South Melbourne v Gippsland Falcons 
(Bob Jane Stadium, 3.30 pm) 

Bullen Inter v Melbourne Knights 
(Mahoneys Reserve, 4 pm) 
Melbourne Knights Academy v Fawkner Blues 
(Knights Stadium, 4 pm) 

Bye v Preston Lions 


By Roy Hay 


National Youth League after it beat South Dandenong by 1-0 in 
Round 21 and the VIS failed to beat South Melbourne on 
Saturday. 
South will finish third, with Bulleen and the Melbourne Knights fighting 
out for the remaining spot in the play-offs. South Dandenong’s inferior goal 


C arlton is the minor premier in the Southern Division of the 
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difference rules it out though it has the same points as the Knights going into 
the last round. 

Mathew Nikolic scored the one goal of the game for Carlion against 
South Dandenong last Tuesday, setting up what should be an intriguing 
game against the VIS next week, though both teams may, play it cagily ahead 
of the play-offs. 

Albury Wodonga had a morale-boosting 3-1 away win over Fawkner 
Blues in a Round 20 match. Two goals to David Martin and a single by John 
Ritchie saw the Warriors home, while Steve Panebianco scored for the 
Blues, 

Fawkner was back in action again last Thursday in a Round 14 game 
against South Melbourne, going down by 4-2. South lead 4-0 at the break 
following goals by Anthony Magnacca, Rade Culibrik, Elias Dimourtzidis 
and Shane Di Gioacchino. It was perhaps inevitable that South slackened off 
in the second half and Fawkner did fight back with Paul Butera scoring 
twice. That double effort proved too much for Fawkner and the match 
against Gippsland Falcons scheduled for Saturday did not take place. 

The VIS and South Melbourne drew 2-2 in blustery conditions at Grange 
Reserve on Saturday. Cerkan Oksuz scored after 15 minutes for the VIS and 
it took South Melbourne till the last minute of the first half to grab an 
equaliser through Elias Dimourtzidis. Simon Storey beat three men on his 
way to a brilliant individual goal in 74 minutes, but South came back again 
with Dimourtzidis scoring a second equaliser with only two minutes left to 
play. South knocked the ball around well, but picked up a string of yellow 
cards, while the VIS showed the benefits of its Malaysian tour with a very 
collected and focussed performance. 

Melbourne Knights Academy had a 3-0 win to end Preston Lions season 
at Knights Stadium. There was only one goal in it at the break, but the 
‘Academy scored two more and had two disallowed in a comprehensive vic- 
tory. Goalscorers were Daniel Piorkowski, Tom Razov and Michael Vonja. 


LEADING SCORERS 


agsw (&} 


JUNIOR SOCCER 


“MCG Superclinic” 


n Tuesday April 18th B00 youngsters, male and female, 
‘between the ages of five and 10 received the thrill of a lifetime 
at the Crazy John’s MCG Superciinic. 
The kids were overwhelmed and overawed by an array of NSL 
talent who donated their services for the best reason of all - helping 
Many thanks to all players and officials involved and also to the 
Victorian Soccer Federation for creating such a worthwhile initiative. 
From the look of the snapshots the MCG was full of 800 smiling 
faces who will remember the event with the fondest of memories. 


= Olyroo Simon Colosimo signs autographs for the young 
crowd. 
@ Future stars scramble for goodies. 


pr Anan te 


lhe timely introduction of substitutes Larry 

Piscioneri and Ryan Mitchell boosted 

Campbelltown Red Devils to a late 1-0 win 
over stubborn Port Lion Pirates last Saturday. 

With five minutes left to play, teenager Mitchell 
and Piscioneri came off the bench to combine 
perfectly and capitalise on a pin-point pass delivered 
from within his own half by former Marconi 
midfielder Paul Beltrame to earn the Devils the points. 

Piscioneri collected from Beltrame to cut the ball 
back for Mitchell, who smacked in a first-time winner 
that fully justified the decision of Red’s coach John 
Evans to make the double change. 

A wide changeable wind did nothing to aid ball 
control as conditions frustrated the players into 
‘committing reckless fouls. 

Elizabeth City shocked league leaders Blue Eagles 
with an early goal from Under 17 Australian 
international Aaron Goulding, but Michael Brooks 
scored a brace to head a four-goal recovery. 

‘Young Stephen Kidd, son of Rams coach Alby, was 
sent off following a second booking. 

Brooks was joined on the Blues scoring sheet by 
Corey Artone and solid, no-nonsense defender Donato 
Deleso. 


It rained goals at Bailey Reserve where home team 
Cumberland crashed 3-5 to the cheeky Croydon 
Kings. Three of the scores came from penalty kicks. 

Seven of the great eight goals were netted in a 
prodigious second half, but reigning champion 
Cumberland was not helped by the dismissal of Foxes 
captain Les Matiscsak early in that second stanza after 


«= Dean 


one of the 
kids. 


a second booking for hand ball, 

Raiders accounted for the inconsistent Adelaide 
Zebras 2-1 to enable coach Rocky Aloisi to post his 
second successive win and ease the burden of his 
horrendous seven-game winless streak. 

New White City Woodville player-coach Hugo 
Gimenez can guide his side into the second half of the 
Premier League campaign with confidence after 
downing Birkalla 1-0 at Woodville West Reserve. 

Livewire striker Danny Ferreira grabbed the 
winning goal for the Warriors and was among the 
home team’s most effective performers, in company 
with Rohan Plunkert and Stan Dacic, while Birks were 
well served by former Adelaide City striker Dusty 
McGregor, Sean Plummer and Adrian Di Lorenzo. 

Premier League new chums Metro Stars are finding 
the going tough after sliding to their seventh loss from 
11 outings. 

This time it was Modbury Jets who inflicted the 
damage with a 1-0 result, courtesy of an Andy Doran 
striker during the Friday night fixture at Golden 
Grove. 

Duane Gray’s Jets are third on the league ladder 

and are giving every indication of being a finals 
candidate after narrowly escaping relegation last 
season. 
Modbury sits third with just Croydon and Blue 
Eagles above it. Meanwhile, Metro Stars boss, Mario 
Boffa has a season remaining to fork lift his talented 
squad off the bottom of the standings and into a 
position more befitting the experience and quality of 
his charges. 

Modbury Jets 1 (Doran) Metro Stars 0. Best - 
Modbury: Yates, Dobson, Donovan; Metro Stars: 
Scalzi, Sabatino, J Berlingeri. 


Anastasiadis 
(back) is just 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA PREMIER LEAGUE 


SUPER SUBS SINK PORT LION PIRATES 


Blue Eagles 5 (Brooks 2, Artone Deleso) 
Elizabeth City 1 (Goulding). Best - Blue Eagles: 
Zito, Brooks, Deleso; Elizabeth Rams: Westervelt, 
Godley, Farcombe, 

Cambelltown Red Devils 1 (R. Mitchell) Port 
Lion Pirates 0. Best - Red Devils: Udagawa, Chitti, 
Panagopoulos; Port Lion: Keegan, Harley, Stavridis. 

Cumberland Foxes 3 (Forster, N Mitchell, 
Tandiorio) Croydon Kings 5 (J Porter 2, Pitucci, 
Pirone, § Barbaro). Best - Cumberland: landiorio, 
Koukoulis, Dettrey; Croydon: Perin, Pirone, J Porter. 

White City Warriors 1 (Ferreira) Birkalla 0. Best 
- White City: Plunkett, S. Dacic, Ferriera; Birkalla; 
Plummer, McGregor, Di Lorenzo. 

Raiders 2 (Zilic, Romanowicz og) Adelaide 
Zebras 1 (Tunbridge) Best - Raiders; Morrison, 
Karapetis, Georgiou; Zebras: Tunbridge, Pahas, 
Saraceno. 

State League Results: Para Hills Knights 2, 


John chills 
with some 
of the 
boys. 


Enfield Falcons 2; Northern Demons 2, Cobras 1; 
Seaford 0, Olympic 2; Hills 0, Noarlunga 3; Western 
Strikers 0, Port Pirie 0; Salisbury 4, Panthers 0. 


ROUND 12 - PREMIER LEAGUE 
Friday, May 5 &" 
Modbury Jets v Adelaide Zebras 
Saturday, May 6 
Campbelltown v Blue Eagles; Raiders y Birkalla; 
White City v Croydon Kings; Cumberland Foxes v 
Port Lion Pirates; Metro Stars v Elizabeth City. 
Round 12 - State League 
Friday, May 5 
Panthers v Para Hills, 
Saturday, May 6 
Northem Demons v Enfield; Salisbury Apaches v 
Port Pirie City; Noarlunga Bulldogs v Western 
Striker, Hills v Olympic FC; Cobras v Seaford 
Surfers. 


SA PREM aia 


Blue Eagles II 9 
Croydon Kings i 8 
Modbury Jets apt 8 
Port Lion Pirates u 6 
Campbelltown i 5 
Elizabeth City 1 4 
Adelaide City IL 4 
White City Warriors i 4 
Raiders It 4 
‘Cumberland Utd 1 3 
Birkalla ul 2 
Metro Stars aay 2 


LEAGUE 
beer. A rs 
1 Jo eee 7 (08 
Che eek eee ig ee 
Oye Sap aibee 12- Le 
ete oh Vie ae 
Picias canes ar “ie 
Drange: nes Cee 
2 5 17 18 4 
BeOS Aa IS 
oO 7 15 18 12 
1 7 11 22 10 
Bie NO tex 960-5 :0 
Ripe gi 49-27 2B 
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SOCCER WOMAN 


By Janene Mar 


HOT YOUNG TEAM NAMED FOR ADIDAS CUP 


eventeen of the country’s best young 

talents were named yesterday (Mon) to 

represent Australia at the 2nd Adidas Cup 
in the USA, and what an excitingly hot bunch of 
footballers they are. 

Eleven of this Australian U17 Team have 
already broken through to the top domestic level, 
with a season or more of national league 
experience under their belt, and would be the most 

names. 

But, underlining the importance the Junior and 


AUSTRALIAN U17 TEAM 


Def Nat League “99/00 
Kathryn COLLINS NSW Def «= (230/84 NSW UI6 ‘98-99 
Hayley CRAWFORD NNSW = Mid 27/03/84 Nat League "98/99 “99/00 
Belinda GAWLIK SA Def 2300383 Nat League "98/99 °99/00 
Katie GILL. NNSW Fwd 10/1284 Nut League “98/99 “99/00 
Lans HARCH QD Mid = 2384 QLD Ul6 ‘98-99 
Jordie HINKS SA GK 140283 SA UI6 99 
Justine KING NSW GK) 007/83 NSW Country U16°99 
Selin KURALAY vic Fad 25/01/85 Nat League “99/00, 
VIC U1S Boys Team “98 

‘ustine MCLAUGHLIN NSW. Fwd = (O2/03/84 NSW U19°99 
Jessica MITCHELL QLD Mid-——29105/83 Nat League “99/00 
‘Amber NEILSON NNSW Mid (14/12/84 Nat League “98/99 “99/00 
Bronwyn NUTLEY NNSW Def 26/02/83. «Nat League “96/97 ‘98/99 ‘99/00 
Karla REUTER QLD Mid 14/01/84 QLD Ul6 "98-99 
Lorissa STEVENS NNSW Def OB/04/85 Nat League 99/00 
Stacey STOCCO SA Mid OMO4S4 Nat League “97/98 “08/09 “99/00 
‘Ann Marie VOZZO SA Def 17/08/84 Julie Dolan Modal ‘99:00, 
Nat League ‘99400 


Coach; Wendy CARTER 
Coach: Jane OAKLEY. 
Manager: Renaye ISERIEP 


Youth National Championships continue to hold in 
the elite program, the remaining six players were 
first identified through solid performances at the 
annual week-long titles. 

Consultation with ITC and State coaches has 
also played a part in an unusual situation where a 
national team has been selected with no direct 
tournament or trials conducted. The selection 
panel consisted of joint Youth Coaches Jane 
Oakley and Wendy Carter, along with National 
Coach Chris Tanzey and his Assistant fan Murray. 


SASI Pirates’ cool central defender Ann Marie 
Vozzo won the 1999/2000 Julie Dolan Medal as 
the best player in what was her rookie’ Ansett 
Australia Summer Series season, and is now 
rewarded with her first selection to wear the green 
and gold. 

SA’s playmaking midfielder Stacey Stocco 
finally gets her chance at the top level after 
making her name in three seasons of national 
league, the youngest player to compete at that 
level having made her Summer Series debut at age 
13 years 6 months in October 1997 in the starting 
Tae 

Northern NSW is another State never afraid to 
give its youngsters an early blooding in national 
league and, although their results haven’t seen 
them near the top of the table, the experience it has 
provided has been invaluable. Northern tops the 
count with five players in this Australian team. 

Northem’s dynamic Amber Neilson is expected 
to also play a key role in the side, and along with 
Stocco in the heart of midfield, there are exciting 
things ahead to savour. Neilson and Northern 
teammate Bronwyn Nutley were also 13 when 
they first made their national league debut, 

Overall on paper, this team has class, 
confidence and hunger in attack, stability and 
maturity in defence, speed, and some height. ‘They 
will have just three days from 23 May to combine 
all this as a team with a brief camp at the AIS in 
Canberra immediately before jetting off to 
Houston, Texas. 

Coaches Carter and Oakley have both worked 
alongside National Coach Tanzey and will no 
doubt provide the leadership along similar lines to 
the way the Matildas program operates. This 
young crop of players has the golden opportunity 
to perform at their fullest on and off the field in 
working towards future Matildas representation for 


‘ 
i} 
2 | 


Chris Tanzey: Matilda's coach part of the 
selection panel. 
themselves, 

The Adidas Cup will be contested by the highest 
class field, comprising the National Youth Teams 
of USA, China, Germany, Australia, plus two US 
Select Teams. Although our players have only a 
brief time together before taking on these big 
name sides, the comparison at youth level between 
us and the big three footballing nations will be of 
huge interest. 

‘The tournament is scheduled for 30 May to 4 
June. Age eligibility requires all players to have a 
birthdate of 1983 or after. 


HAMM FAVE 
WITH TEENS 


More and more the USA’s World 
Cup winning team are becoming 
household names, Hamm making 
the biggest impact with numerous 
big-name endorsements and 
advertising campaigns to go along 
with her amazing on-field feats. 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 
Club/Team? 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrmis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


| smyrnis & Co - Solicitors 


© 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 

Tel: (02) 9552 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


@ Ist Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 


Tel: (02) 9522 6288 
Fax: (02) 9660 7349 
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S superstar striker Mia Hamm 
U is a favourite amongst 
American teenagers, polling 
second behind Michael Jordan in a 


survey asking ‘Who is your 
favourite athlete?’ 


LILLY SET 10 
CRACK RECORD 


S midfielder Kristine Lilly Is about to set an 

unbelievable new record In world soccer — 

the first player, man or woman, to play in 200 
full intemational matches. 

The evergreen playmaker, who quietly pulls the 
strings of the best team in world from the heart of 
mmicied, is currently on 198 caps. 

Should she play in both matches of the upcoming 
US Women’s Cup, she will reach the record on home 


soil. 

But, should she for whatever reason not play in both 
matches, Lilly would then most likely make history here 
in Australia during the Pacific Cup, 31 May to 10 June. 
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The poll, conducted by Bolt Bus 
last month, involved over a 
thousand pre-screened young 
people, with a balance of age and 
gender. 


. 3 


Kristine Lilly: In action here in 1997 at Bob Jane Stadium against the Matlldas. She is set 


°\ 


to create an amazing milestone. 
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Brisbane City 
Brisbane Lions 
Rochedale Rov 
Wynnum 

Gold Coast City 
IPSW Knights 
B‘berg Waves 
Taringa Rovers 
Mt Gravatt 
Toowoomba Utd 


PNEUOCUUR END 
MWAAAEUUNH EO 


Brisbane Lions. 


-1_ Biberg Waves ... ou 
IPSW Knights v Toowoomba Utd (Played Monday night) 


Eastem Suburbs 
Olympic Utd 
Rocklea Utd 
Capalaba 
Acacia Ridge 
Souths Utd 
Slacks Creek 
Redlands Utd 
Beenleigh 


10 
iW 
2) 

11 
10 
11 
10 
Ik 


QUEENSLAND SOCCER FEDERAT 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne Brisbane 4006. 
Phone: (07) 3252 5327 e Fax: (07) 3252 1137 
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é DIVISION ONE NORTH 3 


North Star 
Mitchelton 


Uni of Qld 
North Pine 
Newmarket 
The Gap 
Albany Creek 
Grange Thistle 


HNNUPUUTROE 
ORK UNENNEND 
Sryowuneuce 


ROUND 12 


Eastem Subs... 

Souths Utd 

Beenleigh .. . : 
Olympic Utd v Capi 


eee 


Brisbane City v Rochedale Rov (Played Monday night) 


LIONS RETURN TO FORM 


While Taringa lift themselves off the bottom with 3-2 win 


By Glenn Davis 


controversial penalty helped lift 

Brisbane Lions out of a mini-form slump 

ind back into third place in the 

Queensland Premier League in their 2-1 win 

against Wynnum at Carmichael Park on 
Saturday night. 

After stringing together five wins, Brisbane 
Lions since had registered only two points from its 
previous three matches before the crucial clash 
with third placed Wynnum. 

‘The match was played in atrocious conditions 
due to recent rain and was marred by a 30-metre 
square of gluey conditions in centre midfield, 
according to Lions coach John Ogden. 


4 


Steve Fitzsimmons: His solitary goal gave 
Gold Coast a hard-fought win over 
Bundaberg. 


Wynnum took the early initiative grabbing the 
first goal after a free kick outside the box went 
horribly wrong. 

As Wynnum tried to clean up the mess, a ball 
was chipped into the box for midfielder Anthony 
Roche who did well, under pressure to control 
before slotting the ball home. 

Unfortunately for Wynnum, the visitors hit back 
to level 1-1 five minutes before the break when 
nippy midfielder Scott Robertson rounded two 
Wynnum defenders before playing a one-two with 
striker Sasha Radulovic to score. 

The equaliser frustrated Wynnum coach Peter 
Tokesi. 

“There wasn’t much in the game but I thought 
we started the better and were slightly on top of 
Lions in the first half until they got the equaliser. 

“T’ve lost count the number of times we’ve con- 
ceded goals this season in the last few minutes of 
each half,” Tokesi said. 

The match was delicately poised until referee 
David Ogston awarded a controversial penalty 10 
minutes after the resumption. 

Tokesi was incensed by the decision, which 
enabled Royce Brownlie to score from the penalty 
spot after Duncan Easton brought down 
Radulovic. 

“Tt was a very soft penalty and the referee was 
about the only person on the ground who consid- 
ered it a penalty,” Tokesi said. 

“Duncan (Easton) never made contact with 
Sasha and won the ball cleanly.” 

No Premier League matches will be played next 
weekend, which Tokesi, unlike Ogden, welcomes. 

“The week off is timely for us because we’ve 
got a few injuries but we'll be missing Owen 
Filewood for the Rochedale game as he was 
booked against Lions,” Tokesi said. 

“The Rochedale match is going to be a big game 
for us as we need to win to stay in the top four.” 

Although Lions have overtaken Wynnum on the 
table, Tokesi thought a draw would have been a 
fair result, 

“We had our chances to score but we had a few 


Slacks Creek . North Pine . . 


The Gap ..... 
Newmarket ... 


Pine Rivers Utd 


On rFUUNINOR 
eNOUCTOK Oo 
ONNUANNQUE 


ROUND 12 


.+.1 Mitchelton. . 
-0 North Star 
...5 Grange Thistle . eS 


Uni of Qld v Albany Creek (Played Monday night) 


Redlands Utd - Bye 


Brisbane Lions coach John Ogden: Happy 
to be back in the winners circle. 


players missing,” he said. 

“Aaron Thiesfield was missing with a hamstring 
injury and I had to replace young Danny Flaskas 
who had a touch of a virus after only 10.minutes.” 

In other split round matches played over the 
long weekend, Taringa Rovers registered only 
their second win of the season lifting themselves 
off the bottom with a 3-2 win over Mt Gravatt at 
home. 

Taringa, who led 2-1 at halftime, scored through 
Niki Kuper and a double from Dary! Hathaway 
while Mt Gravatt netted through Ben Stabler and 
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Pine Rivers Utd - Bye 


Drew Oberle. 

At Palm Beach, striker Steve Fitzsimmons 
found the net in the Gold Coast’s hard fought 1-0 
win over Bundaberg Waves who are expected to 
be boosted next outing following the recent sign- 
ing of Canberra Cosmos pair, Robbie Hooker and 
striker Glen Kolpak. 

The final two weekend matches were scheduled 
on Monday with Brisbane City hosting Rochedale 
Rovers while at Bundamba, Ipswich Knights were 
at home against Toowoomba. 


ROUND 13 
FIXTGRES 


May 13 
B'berg Waves v IPSW Knights 
7.00pm 
Mt Gravatt v Brisbane City 
7.00pm 
Rochedale Roy v Wynnum 
7.00pm 


May 14 
Toowoomba Utd v Taringa 
Rovers 4.00pm 
Brisbane Lions v Gold Coast 


4.00pm 
ae] 
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Fabrizio Cammarata of Verona gets past Mark fuliano of Juventus. Cammarata’s double rele- 
gated Juventus to a 2-0 defeat and in the process reducing their lead at the top to just two. 


BARI 0 
AS ROMA 0 


A tense match ended in a goalless draw which 
neither side, Bari held the initia- 
tive for most of the match as young Antonio 
Cassano wreaked havoc in the Rome defence. 
Bari are fifth from bottom, just above the relega- 
tion zone, while Roma need a miracle to claim a 
place in the Champions League. 


CAGLIARI 2 
BOLOGNA 2 


superb free kick by Giuseppe Signori gave 
a 2-2 draw at relegated Cagliari. 
Bologna took an early lead with a header by 
defender Michele Paramatti but Cagliari fought 
back with goals from Patrick Mboma (penalty) and 
Emiliano Melis before Signori scored his 12th goal 
of the season. 


FIORENTINA 3 
LECCE 0 


efender Andrea Tarozzi’s first goal in the 
top flight, a 41st-minute header, paved the 
way for Fiorentina to achieve an important vic- 
tory in their push for a spot in next season’s 
UEFA Cup. 
Enrico Chiesa and Argentine international 
Gabriel Batistuta, with his 19th goal of the season, 
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completed the scoring, The loss pushed Lecce back 
into the relegation fight. 


LAZIO 3 
VENEZIA 2 


‘ith goalkeeper Luca Marchegiani back in 

the line-up, Lazio managed to hang on for 
a 3-2 victory against lowly Venezia, keeping 
their own title hopes alive and sending Venezia 
back to the lower leagues after two seasons at 
the top. 

Lazio manager Sven Goran Eriksson said: 
“Although we struggled to win and Juve lost they 
al least can afford to make one more mistake. We 
can’t afford to make even that.” 


AC MILAN 1 
PIACENZA 0 


helsea striker George Weah was in the 
stands to see his former club beat bottom- 
of-the-table Piacenza. Massimo Ambrosini 
headed the only goal in the 15th minute. 
AC Milan are third in the table and close to a 
place in next season’s Champions League. 


0 goals were scored as Parma and Udinese 
both felt the pressure of European ambi- 
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tions - Parma seeking a place in next season’s 
Champions League and Udinese in the UEFA 
Cup. Parma came close with a breakaway by 
Hernan Crespo in the first half. 

~ Parma striker Marco Di Vaio shot welt wide in 
injury time and Udinese deserved their point. 


PERUGIA 1 
INTER MILAN 2 
A brilliant goal by Uruguayan international 


Recoba gave Inter Milan a much 
needed away win, lifting his side to fourth in the 
table, which would give them a place in the 
Champions League. 

Dutch midfielder Clarence Seedorf opened the 
scoring and Recoba’s left-footed strike made it 2- 
0. Nicola Amoruso pulled one back for Perugia, 
making Marcello Lippi’s side sweat out the last 13 
minutes. 


TORINO 2 
REGGINA 1 


\ ] faba Ferrante’s deft free kick in the 82nd 
ite gave Torino a desperately needed 
victory in their fight to stave off relegation. 
With two matches remaining, Torino have 33 
points while Bari, directly above them, have 35. 


VERONA 2 
JUVENTUS 0 


Vie stretched their unbeaten run to 13 
games with a convincing 2-0 win over 
league leaders Juventus. 

Fabrizio Cammarata scored twice, giving 
Verona and manager Claudio Parndelli the shock 
result of the day. The loss left Juventus just two 
points ahead of Lazio with two games left. 


Venezia. Lazio won 3-2. 


By Joe Russo 


Spain), even though they were also friendly | 


games. 
‘The goals came Jate in the second half to Mark 
Inliano and Francesco Totti in front of a delirious 


ture very little in Zoff's plans for Euro 2000, Alex 
| Del Piero, Pippo Inzaghi and Christian Vieri are all 


Maldini and Nesta leading the way and the 
Juventus trio of Ferrara, Tuliano and Pessotto. also 
available. 

Jn goals there are no problems either with 
Francesco Toldo (Fiorentina) and Gianluigi Buffon 
(Parma) battling it out to the end, with Toldo 

|| seemingly Zoff’s preferred option. No one would 
argue with Zoff's credentials for selecting goal- 
Keepers - he himself was the greatest of them ali! 
Euro 2000 will be an interesting adventure for 
) Htaly and expectations as always will be high. The 
|| last decent performance for Italy in the European 
| Championships was back in 1988 when they 
|| reached the semi-finals before succumbing to the 
then USSR 2-0. 
‘That team was coached by Azeglio Vicini and 
|| included players such as Zenga, Bergomi, Baresi, 
Altobelli, Vialli and 2 young Maldini to name a 


BRADFORD CITY 3 
WIMBLEDON 0 


relegation battle spiced with a 

ntroversial first half penalty and 

the sending off of Wimbledon’s John 

Hartson for abusive language after 50 
minutes, 

Bradford took the lead after Ben 
Thatcher was harshly deemed by a 
linesman to have handled, a penalty that 
was at the root of Hartson’s later outburst, 

Peter Beagrie scored from the spot-kick 
and another goal in open play in the 49th. 

Dean Windass hit the third as Bradford 
moved out of the relegation zone and 
dropped Wimbledon into it, a point below. 


SHEFF WED 0 
LEEDS 3 


eeds moved fourth and pressed 

their claims for a Champions 
League place next season while 
seemingly-doomed Wednesday moved 
closer to the first division. 

David Hopkin opened the scoring in the 
first minute, Michael Bridges made it 2-0 
just after the break and Australian Harry 
Kewell rounded off the match with a 
breathtaking long-range swerving shot hit 
with the outside of his left foot. 


ASTON VILLA 1 
SUNDERLAND 1 


illa’s players were playing for their 

FA Cup final places but were still 
unable to break down a gritty 
Sunderland in the first half. 

Both sides made much better starts 
after the break and Paul Merson had two 
great chances to score. 

He blasted the first one wide and 


Man United's Jordi Cruyff bags the winner and condemns Watford to first division football next season. 


volleyed the second just over the bar. 

Gareth Barry broke the deadlock with a 
header just after the hour. Benito Carbone 
should have made it 2-0 but bobbled his 
shot wide. 

The Italian's disappointment was 
compounded when Niall Quinn levelled 
for Sunderland in the 85th minute. 


CHELSEA 2 
LIVERPOOL O 


helsea stunned visitors Liverpool in 
the second minute when Liberian 


Roberto Di Matteo: Sealed the win against Liverpool with the second goal. 


Chelsea won 2-0. 


United won 3-2. 
striker George Weah opened the 
scoring - his first Chelsea goal since 
February. 

They doubled their lead in the 14th 
minute when Roberto Di Matteo lashed in 
a pile-driver after a patient move and held 
on for a victory which threw open the race 
for Champions League places next season. 


EVERTON 0 
ARSENAL 1 


rsenal started strongly and 
threatened to score from the off. 

John Collins spurned a great chance to 
open the scoring for Everton when he 
blazed his shot over the bar early in the 
first half and was punished for his mistake 
when Marc Overmars scored for Arsenal. 

The Dutch winger raced on to a 
through-ball and clipped his left-foot shot 
neatly past Everton goalkeeper Paul 
Gerrard. 

Compatriot Dennis Bergkamp almost 
made it two when his shot deflected off 
Portuguese defender Abel Xavier but the 
ball thudded off the post. 


NEWCASTLE UTD 2 
COVENTRY CITY 0 


n uninspired Newcastle looked to 
heading for a dull 0-0 draw with 
Coventry at St James’s Park but 
England captain Alan Shearer scored 
from the penalty spot after a Coventry 
defender handled in the box with 12 
minutes left. 
Paraguayan Diego Gavilan flattered 
Newcastle with a second goal six minutes 
from the end. 


SOUTHAMPTON 1 
LEICESTER CITY 2 


Si started brightly and went 
Jahead through Moroccan Hassan 


Kachloul who beat former 


Southampton ‘keeper Tim Flowers in 
the fourth minute. 

Tony Cottee levelled matters with a 
well-struck shot for his 11th goal of the 
season after 22 minutes and Muzzy Izzet 


burst through the Southampton defence to 
give Leicester the three points in the 60th 
minute. 


TOTTENHAM 1 
DERBY COUNTY 1 


He: io Carbonari put 10-man 
yy ahead in the 63rd minute. 

The visitors had Stefan Schnoor sent 
off in the 41st minute for a second yellow 
card, 

Tottenham stole a point at the death 
when Stephen Clemence levelled in injury 
time. 


WATFORD 2 
MAN UTD 3 


hampions Manchester United came 

from a goal behind to win their 
ninth successive Premier League match 
and finally condemn Watford to 
relegation. 

United, who secured their sixth title in 
eight years last week, fell a goal behind 
when Heidar Helguson netted a glanced 
header but hit back through Dwight Yorke 
and Ryan Giggs. 

Jordi Cruyff bagged the winner after 
Tommy Smith had levelled. 


WEST HAM 0 
MIDDLESBROUGH 1 


‘est Ham had the better of the early 

exchanges but it was Brian Deane 

who gave the visitors the lead on the hour. 

Andy Campbell was dragged down in the 

penalty area and Deane thumped the spot- 
kick home. 


Peter Beagrie: Double strike gave Bradford an emphatic 3-0 win over 


fellow relegation candidates Wimbledon. 
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UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE .2.. 


— Semi Finals — 


LEAGUE, 


BARCELONA V VALENCIA 
REAL MADRID V BAYERN MUNICH 


(FULL WRAP IN NEXT 
WEEK’S ABSW) 


SEMI-FINALS 


First Leq — May 7 
Second Leg — May 10 


ENGLAND FOOTBALLER OF THE YEAR 
ROY KEANE - Manchester United 


‘anchester United captain Roy Keane was 

named England’s Footballer of the Year 

ver the weekend, a week after his club 

won the English tifle for the sixth time in eight sea- 
sons. 

Keane, 28, who eams 52,000 pounds ($130 000) a 

i week and is the highest-paid player in the country, was 
voted winner of the oldest and most prestigious of the 
annual awards by the Football Writers’ Association for 
his inspirational performances in leading United to the 
title. 

Sunderland striker Kevin Phillips, who has scored 
29 goals so far this season, was second and Harry 
Kewell, Leeds United’s exciting 21-year-old 
Australian forward was third. 

Keane won with 53 per cent of the vote, the biggest 
winning margin in the award’s 52-year history. 

He said: “This is a fantastic honour. am very excit- 
ed personally but it’s a also a great reflection on the 
whole Manchester United team.” 

United manager Alex Ferguson added: “This award 
makes up for last year when J thought he should have 
been Footballer of the Year and I am delighted for 
him.” 

But the award to the Ireland international skipper is 
bound to create some heated debate because of his poor 
disciplinary record. 

‘The statuette awarded to the winner has been re- 
named the 

Sir Stanley Matthews trophy in honour of the first 
Footballer of the Year in 1948 who died earlier this 
year and who epitomised sportsmanship. 

Keane has won the award despite being sent off in 
February against Newcastle United, being booked 


Roy Keane: Top award. 


seven times this season and being reprimanded for ver- 
bally abusing referees. 

Tn the 3-1 win against Southampton when United 
clinched the title, his aggressive posturing towards 
Southampton’s Chris Marsden earned him scathing 
headlines. 

Keane is the first player from the British Isles to win 
the award since Alan Shearer in 1994 and is the second 
Manchester United player to do so in five years follow- 
ing Eric Cantona’s success in 1996. The last five 
Footballers of the Year have all been players from 
overseas, 

He will receive the award at the Footballer of the 
‘Year dinner in London on May 18. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


agers winger Andrei 
Kanchelskis has said he 
‘not ruled out « return 


to the English Premier League 
for next season. 

“f wouldn't rule out my return 
to England, but at the moment 1 
can't say anything specific,” the 
former Russian international wa: 
quoted as saying... 

“If Manchester City win promo- 
tion fo the Premier League they 


will look for ways to strengthen 


‘Kanchelskis, 31, played several 
‘seasons for Manchester United and 
Everton before moving to 
Fiorentina in 1998. 

is stay in the Serie A was a 
short one and he joined the 
Glasgow side a few months later, 
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FINAL 


Wednesday, May 24 
At Stade de France 


VAN NISTELROOY OUT FOR EIGHT 
MONTHS AS UNITED GALL OFF MOVE 


SV Eindhoven striker Ruud van Nistelrooy 

suffered more damage to his injured knee 

during training last week, dealing a heavy 
blow to his Euro 2000 prospects and his proposed 
transfer to Manchester United. 

Van Nistelrooy was taken to hospital where tests 
revealed further damage to the medial ligament in his 
right knee and a torn cruciate ligament. 

He is expected to be out of action for at least eight 
months, the club said. 

The injury means the striker’s slim hopes of mak- 
ing the Dutch squad for the European championship 
finals in Belgium and the Netherlands in June and 
July have all but vanished. 

‘The renewed knee trouble comes only a day after 
Van Nistelrooy’s 18.5 million pounds ($50 million) 
move to Manchester United was called off, at least 
temporarily. 

Van Nistelrooy has not played for PSV for more 
than a month because of the medial ligament injury 
and was undergoing light training after returning 
from Manchester. 

Television footage showed him jumping to head a 
ball and collapsing in a heap and yelling after an awk- 
ward fall. He was at least able to walk to the changing 
rooms and headed immediately to hospital. 

Van Nistelrooy gave no comment, but PSV chair- 
man Harry van Raaij spoke to the player by phone 


* saying he was “very down”. 


“The damage is so fundamental that an operation is 
necessary,” Van Raaij said. 

He acknowledged the proposed transfer to 
Manchester, already looking shaky, could virtually be 
tuled out. 

Only a week ago, Van Nistelrooy, who is still the 
Dutch top scorer, was on the verge of moving to the 
English champions and breaking the British transfer 
record in the process. 

PSV had appeared unwilling to sell their main 
asset, but had agreed to countenance a move if a so- 
called ‘dream club’ came forward. 

However, the proposed transfer subsequently fell 
through after the English champions insisted the 23- 
year-old striker undergo further tests, including possi- 
ble keyhole surgery, after a two-day medical failed to 


Ruud Van Nistelrooy: Deal on Hold. 


satisfy them. 

Van Nistelrooy said he did not want to jeopardise 
his rehabilitation and chances of making the Dutch 
Euro 2000 squad, so club and striker called the deal 
off, at least temporarily. 

Manchester United said they were still interested in 
Van Nistelrooy, adding they would need to monitor 
the situation. 

“Our thoughts are with Ruud at this time,” said 
United financial director David Gill. “This isn’t good 
news for the player or for either club.” 

PSV coach Eric Gerets said he assumed Friday's 
events meant Van Nistelrooy would be staying in the 
‘Netherlands next season. 

His chairman Van Raaij, who had been looking at 
a large pot of money to replace the Dutch intemnation- 
al, now has no extra cash and will need a fill-in at 
least for the initial months of next season. 

“We had always said we’d rather he stay but, at 
least with 60 million guilders, getting a replacement 
would have been a reasonably easy matter. I don’t 
know the solution,” he said. 
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Del Piero World’s Best Paid la 


uventus’s Alessandro Del 

Piero is the world’s best paid 

soccer player, according to a 
survey published last week. 

Del Piero amasses 66 million 
francs ($18 milion) a year in salary, 
bonuses and advertising revenue, 
France Football magazine said in its 
survey. 

Since signing a record new deal 
with Juventus worth some 34 million 
francs ($9.5 million) a year in 1999, 
Del Piero has overtaken Brazil’s 
Ronaldo as the world’s best paid 
player. 

Ronaldo, recovering from a sec- 
ond knee ligament operation in less 
than five months, earns 55 million 
francs ($15 million), the survey says. 

With Ronaldo’s Inter Milan team 
mate Christian Vieri third on 39 mil- 
lion francs ($10.6 million), the top 
three all play in Italy’s Serie A 
championship. 

David Beckham of Manchester 


razilian World Cup 
winner Dunga has 
donated $206,000 to 


a villages for orphans pro- 
ject run by an Austrian 
humanitarian agency, a 
FIFA official said last week. 

Dunga pledged the money 
ahead of Tuesday's “Football 
for Peace” charity match 
between a FIFA World Stars 
Xl and Bosnia, FIFA techni- 
cal director Walter Gagg 
said. 

“He gave it for the 
UNICEF SOS children’s vil- 
Tage, the whole amount,” 
Gage said accompanied by 
Dunga, Mustapha Hadji of 
Morocco and World Stars 
coaches Carlos Alberto 
Parreira and Carlos Queiroz. 

Before the game, the FIFA. 
squad visited one of two vile 
lages for orphans in Bosnia 
tun by SOS-Kinderdorf 
International and supported 
by other humanitarian agen- 
cies, 


“We are very happy to be 
here...to show to the childern said. 
that football players also 
have a heart, have feelings,” 
said former Brazil coach 
Parreira, 

Dunga started the game as 
captain and was replaced as 
skipper in the second half by 


United, who earns $6 million, 
Argentine Gabriel Batistuta of 
Fiorentina, on $5.9 million, and 
England captain Alan Shearer of 
Newcastle United — $5.8 million — 
are the next best paid. 

Players in France are way behind 
their counterparts in Italy, Spain and 
England in terms of earnings. 

Of the three Frenchmen among 
Europe’s top 20 best paid players, 
only World Cup goalkeeper Fabien 
Barthez ($4 million) plays his club 
football in France for champions 
Monaco. 

Real Madrid’s Nicolas Anelka is 
the seventh best paid, with earnings 
of $5.7 million and World Cup star 
Zinedine Zidane 10th on $5.2 mil- 
tion. 

Zidane is just behind Real’s Steve 
McManaman ($5.36 million) and 
Japan’s Hidetoshi Nakata of Roma 
($5.33 million). 


Dunga Donates §206,000 for Orphans 


Alessandro Del Piero: 
Big Earmer. 


Cup semifinal against 
Espanyol, reports said, 

Sepp Blatter and Lennart 
Johansson, heads of FIFA 
and UEFA respectively, 
watched the match and also 
met Bosnia’s Moslem, Serb 
and Croat soccer officials. 

The  Sarajevo-based 
Football Associatian of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina is the 
only Bosnian soccer body 
recognised by the two gov- 
eming bodies. 

FIFA and UEFA have 
pressed Bosnians to create a 
unified soccer structure but 


Dunga: Big Heart. 


Tialy’s Roberto Baggio, Gagg 


‘Their team mates include 
Brazil's Sonny Anderson, 
Germany yeteran Thomas 
Hassler and Ali Daei of Iran, 

Bosnia will be without top 
forward Elvir Baljic, needed 
for Real Madrid's Spanish 


the scheme was wrecked ear- 
lier this month when Bosnian 
Serbs said they would not 
compete in the new league" 
set to start next season.” 

UEFA punished the 
Bosnian Serb soccer associa- 
tion by excluding its clubs 
from the next month's play- 
offs for places in European 
competitions. 


Baggio Penalty gives World XI victory over Bosnis 


penalty seven minutes from 
time by Inter Milan striker 
Roberto Baggio gave a 
FIFA World XI a 1-0 victory over 
Bosnia in a disappointing “Football 
for Peace” charity match last week. 

Baggio scored after Ghanaian vet- 
eran Abedi Pele was pulled down in 
the area, while Fenerbahce striker 
Elvir Bolic’s header against the bar 
was the closest Bosnia came to scor- 
ing. 

‘The match featured no fewer than 
20 substitutions but few of the 42 
players on show were able to make 
much of an impact. 

Part of the proceeds from the 


match, attended by some 25,000 fans, 
went to a village for orphans in 
Sarajevo run by the Austrian humani- 
tarian agency SOS-Kinderdorf which 
the World Stars visited before the 
game. 

The game was attended by FIFA 
chief Joseph Blatter, who said: 
“Today we play football for peace. 
What we want to do is just to show 
and to give a message of peace.” 

The game, which was postponed 
last year because of the war, was also 
a testimonial for three Bosnian play- 
ers — goalkeeper Fahrudin Omerovic. 
and midfielders Mehmed Bazdarevic 
and Vlatko Glavas. 


Roberto Baggio: His penalty 
gave the World XI a 1-0 victory. 
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TREZEGUET EARNS 
FRANCE LATE WIN 


ubstitute striker David Trezeguet scored 

twice including the winner four minutes 
into injury time as France came back from an 
early two-goal deficit to beat Slovenia 3-2 last 
week. 


The match, wich began as a nightmare for 
France coach Roger Lemerre as Slovenia went 
2-0) up inside 10 minutes, reassured him of the 
qualities of recovery of his side in their last Euro 
2000 warm-up on home soil. 

“The script of a match is never written in 
advance. It read somewhere that Slovenia want- 
ed to go 1-0 ahead early on and that’s what they 
did,” Lemerre said. 

“But France proved they have a strong will 
and this is their main strength and it will be very 
hard to bury it,” he said. 

Monaco striker Trezeguet, coming on for 
Arsenal’s Thierry Henry after the interval, 
. Scored his first in the 62nd minute bringing the 
French back into the match, 

Trezeguet, sharpness personified, was on 
hand to stab the ball home when goalkeeper 
Mladen Dabanovic let Zinedine Zidane’s searing 
free kick spill from his hands. 


French playmaker Zinedine Zidane 
slides through the Slovenian defence. 
France won 3-2. 


“Slovenia have a very physical game but they 
tired in the end,” Trezeguet said. “We managed 
to dictate the rhythm.” 

Inter Milan defender Laurent Blanc, playing 
his last international at the Stade de France, 
headed his side’s equaliser 12 minutes from 
time. 

Blanc, quitting the international game after 
the European championship finals headed sub- 
stitute midfielder Emmanuel Petit’s corner in off 
the far post. 

Zidane was at the heart of all France’s best 
actions, provoking Slovenia into giving away 
free kicks and comers as the French put their 
Opponents under intense pressure in the second 
half. 

He set up the winner with a weaving break 
through the middle before passing for Trezeguet 
to shoot home and stake a strong claim for a 
starting place in the Euro 2000 side. 


DUTCH DRAW BLANK 
AGAINST SCOTLAND 


E 2000 co-hosts Netherlands played unin- 
spiringly in a goalless draw with an equally 
unimpressive Scotland in a warmup friendly for 
this summer’s championships last week. 

Despite looking by far the stronger side, particu- 
larly in the first half, the Dutch failed to break 
through a solid wall of Scotland defenders. 

“It was difficult football playing against a side 


who had 10 men in their own half,” said Barcelona 
defender Frank de Boer. 

Coach Frank Rijkaard, who was trying out some 
less-known faces in the run-up to the championships 
but still played the bulk of his key squad, now has a 
disappointing tally of won two, lost two, drawn 11 
from his 15 games in ees 


itches Dennis Bergkamp couldn't 
capitalise on four early chances. 
The game ended scoreless. 
‘He wasn’t happy — particularly with Scotland's 
deep defending. 

“J thought it was an awful match, particularly for 
the public to watch,” he said. “It wasn’t good foot- 
ball, we didn’t get the right rhythm, nor the right 
tempo. 

“The Scottish team played a very defensive game, 
which was good for them because they avoided con- 
ceding any Dutch goals, but you need two teams to 
have an attractive game.” 

Arsenal striker Dennis Bergkamp in particular 
had at least four chances in the opening 15 minutes, 
but failed by a whisker to get any on target. 


GERMANS GAIN LUCKY DRAW 


controversial late goal from substitute Ulf 

handed Germany a lucky 1-1 draw 

with Switzerland in a dull Euro 2000 warm-up 
last week. 

Kirsten’s effort from close range six minutes from 
time, which appeared to follow a foul by Michael 
Ballack on Switzerland goalkeeper Pascal 
Zuberbuehler, did nothing to lift the gloom sur- 
rounding the European champions, who failed to 
beat their neighbours for the first time since a goal- 
less draw in 1968. 

Switzerland, who had looked sluggish in the 
opening stages, gained confidence and opened the 
scoring in the 33rd minute through Hakan Yakin, 
helped by an embarrassing blunder from Jens 
Lehmann. 

The Borussia Dortmund goalkeeper, deputising 
for Oliver Kahn, who had asked to be rested to con- 
centrate on the tough matches awaiting his Bayer 
Munich side, failed to catch a seemingly harmless 
shot from some 20 metres by Yakin, letting the ball 
roll in through his legs. 


Germany’s Lothar Matthaus challanges 
Switzerland's goalscorer Hakan Yakin. 
The match finished 1-1. 
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LATE STRIKES GIVES ITALY 
2-0 WIN OVER PORTUGAL 


ate goals from Filippo Inzaghi and 

Francesco Totti gave Italy a laboured 2-0 
victory over Portugal last week in their final 
home friendly before the European champi- 
onships. 

Inzaghi pounced on a cross from Juventus 
team mate Gianluca Zambrotta in the 75th 
minute and squirted the ball over Portuguese 
goalkeeper Quim from no more than two metres 
out, 

With two minutes to play and Portugal press- 
ing for an equaliser, the Italians launched a 
counterattack and AS Roma substitute 
Francesco Totti finished off the move with a low 
Tight-foot shot which beat Quim as he rushed off 
his goalline, 

The goals gave Italy coach Dino Zoff pre- 
cious respite at the end of a low-key match 
which had appeared to be drifting towards a 0-0 
draw. 


Htaly’s Marco Delvecchio gets the better 
of Portugal's Xavier. Italy won 2-0. 
Inzaghi looked eager all evening but other- 
wise Italy appeared to have resolved few of the 
problems which had plagued them in their previ- 
ie five matches, of which they had won just 


Serb fick Noevay ta Oso i a faa. eedly 
on June 3 before travelling to Euro 2000, where 
they face Belgium, Sweden and Turkey in their 
first round ties. 

The Portuguese, who will face reigning 
champions Germany in their first round, con- 
trolled the midfield for much of the second half 
and twice came close to finding late equalisers. 


cracked ina low shot from the eg of the Box, 
scoring his 13th goal in 13 matches for the 
‘national team. 

Nedved added his second from an f-metre 
free kick after 57 minutes before Israel scored 


= 


ones eae art 


Scorers: Yegor Titov 63, Valery Karpin 90 
Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 15,000 


Scorers: 
‘Austria; Wvica Vastic 17 
Croatia: Thomas Floegel 2809, Mario Stanic 66 


Halftime: 1-1 Attendance: 14,500 


gogo 
im Progue: Czech Republic 4 Isree! 1 
Scorers: 
Czech Republic: Pavel Nedved 14, 57, Jan Koller 37, | 


Italy 2 Portugal 0 
Scorers: Filippo Inzaghi 75, Francesco Totti 88 
Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 29,000 

go000 
Piece SE eal 


a 
in San Marino: San Marino 0 Moldova 1 
Scorer: Serghei Cleseenco 49 
pe Or Reniatce: a 


tm etre: Yassin 7 Yona Lege X11 


aniline Dejan Stankovic 15, 40, Slobodan 

Komljenovic 50, 85, Mateja Kezman 76, 90, Darko 

Kovacevic 44. 

League XI: Petar Divic 5 

Halftime: 3-1 

Note: match does not count as a full international 
Qo000 


—__{Siapsw ie, 


helsea manager 
Gianluca Vialli 
threatened a close 


season clear out after 
admitting his team has no 
chance of winning a place 
in next —_season’s 
Champions League. 

The Italian even ques- 
tioned whether he will 
remain in place following a 
season that has fallen apart 
recently and blamed himself 
for Chelsea's shortcomings. 

His expensively-assem- 
bled team, which includes 
French World Cup winners 
Marcel Desailly, Didier 
Deschamps and Franck 
Leboeuf, was seven minutes 
from knocking Barcelona 
out of the Champions 
League at the semifinal stage 
before a dramatic Catalan 
comeback. 

And a Premier League 


t anywhere but Man- 
chester United, winning a 
eague championship 
would have led to a day of mass 
celebrations and singing loud 
enough to strain the vocal cords, 
But not at Old Trafford. 

United captured the Premier 
League in record time at 
Southampton last week with a 3-1 
win and the home game against 
Chelsea was a chance to party in 
front of their own fans, 

Unfortunately, familiarity 
appears to have bred contempt as 
the sixth title in eight years was 
greeted by a strangely muted 
atmosphere despite a crowd of 
61,593, 

Last week's shock European 
Cup defeat by Real Madrid seems 
to have knocked the stuffing out of 
United’s fans, rarely the loudest at 
the best of times, and the midday 
kickoff did not help. 

Alex Ferguson and his players 
made all the right noises about how 
important the league was to them 
but they are already looking 
towards next season and looming 
large in the sights is the Champions 
League. 


Gianluca Vialli: Clear out immenent. 


VIALLI THREATENS CLEAR OUT 


“We can get 12 points. 
We've got matches against 
Liverpool and Arsenal and 
anything can happen in foot- 
ball so we won't throw in the 
towel. 

“But in the next few 
games I have to find out who 
wants to stay at the club, 
who wants to give his best 
for the club and make it a 
success. Who wants to die 
on the pitch and who 
doesn’t. 

“That's what makes the 
next few games important. 
We have an FA Cup final to 
play so it’s up to them to 
show they deserve to play in 


ening anyone but we have 
done marvellously well in 
Europe but not done well in 
the league.” 

Vialli, who has been man- 
ager at Stamford Bridge for 
just over two years, admits 
he may lose his job as 
Chelsea drive to fulfil chair- 


EURO 2000 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


draw with Middlesbrough 
followed by the 3-2 defeat at 
Manchester United has seen 
their bid to finish in the top 
three all but disappear. 

Victory in next month’s 


Ferguson invited Ruud Van 
Nistelrooy to watch the Chelsea 
game from the director’s box and 
the Dutchman dared not refuse 
after upset- 
ting his new 
manager 
before even 
meeting him 
by pre-empt- 
ing a United 
announce- 
ment by 
appearing on 

Wy to tel the Alex Ferguson 
world he had signed for the Reds. 

Just like Van Nistelrooy, 
Chelsea paid homage to a United 
team they beat 5-0 in October by 
forming a tunnel and clapping the 
newly-crowned champions onto the 
pitch amid crowd chants of “cham- 
pions”. 

‘The gesture set the tone for the. 
day as the match was played out in 
an atmosphere resembling a testi- 
monial despite Chelsea’s desperate 
need for points to fuel their 
European ambitions. 

‘The decision not to hand United 
the trophy until the game against 
Tottenham Hotspur on May 6 left 
the Premier League chiefs looking 


FA Cup final against Aston 
Villa looks their only way in. 

“Being 
chances of qualifying for the 
Champions League are 
none,” said Vialli. 


omario scored a hat-trick against the club 
wich sacked him six months ago as Vasco 


fa Gama hammered Flamengo 5-1 in a 


it 


realistic our 


silly as the Reds did an empty- 
handed lap of honour that finally 
raised the atmosphere if not the 
roof. 

Despite the lack of noise, Van 
Nistelrooy claimed he was 
impressed with his new home: “It's 
my first time at Old Trafford and it 
was amazing. I think it will be 
incredible to play here,” he said. 

Bizarrely, Vialli blamed United 
for failing to tum the game into the 
expected thriller. “It was down to 
Manchester United. 

"They set the tempo and decided 
to play at half pace and we couldn't 
change it. That shows how good 
they are,” said the Italian, 

But for Ferguson this was just 
another day at the office and the 
‘Scot was not even prepared to fire 
one of his legendary broadsides at 
officials who denied the Reds the 
chance to parade the trophy. 

“Tt was a bit of an anti-climax to 
be honest but we know we've won 
it so Idon’t think it's a big issue. 

“T don’t think it matters that 
much.” 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
whether he meant parading the tro- 
phy o: winning it. 


“It’s also important for the 
future success. We want to 
build something important 
and we have to realise who 
has the ability and desire to 
be part of it. I'm not threat- 


omario scores three 
against ol club as 
Si players sent off 


match which saw six players sent off. 

Vasco’s win allowed them to win the first stage of 
the Carioca (Rio de Janeiro state) championship and 
averted the threat of the winners being decided at a 
tribunal. 

Flamengo, who began the match five points 
behind Vasco, are hoping to win a further two points 
later this week when the tribunal judges their claim 
that Cabo Frio fielded an ineligible player in a 0-0 
draw. 

Vasco will now meet the winners of the second stage, 
which starts this week, in the final, taking the title auto- 
matically if they win the second stage-as well. 


man Ken Bates’ dream of 

making the London side one 
of the top teams in the Holland $475 
world. Italy $6.00 
“We want to be fighting | |] Spain $7.00 
Manchester United for the France $8.50 
title in the last game of the Germany $10.00 
season and playing in England $13.00 
European Cup finals. We Ceech Republic $19.00 
need to improve things. Sweden $17.00 
“I know I was given the Belgium $21.00 
opportunity to be manager. I Norway $23.00 
might one day get fired, It's Portugal $23.00 
part of my job. I will get on Yugoslavia $26.00 
with it, do my best and hope Romania $31.00 
it’s good enough. Denmark $51.00 
Turkey $67.00 
Slovenia $126.00 


Bradbury, the first a 
penalty and the second a 
bniliant header, made it 
2-2 and put the brakes on 
City’s charge towards the 
second automatic promo- 
tion place. 

At the other end of-the 
table Port Vale and 


harlton Athletic, 
already guaran- 
teed promotion 


to the Premier League a 
season after going 
down, clinched the first 
division championship 
last week with a 1-1 
draw at Blackburn 


Rovers. Swindon were both rele- 
Matt Svensson gated. 
headed the Preston North 
Londoners End = were 
ahead after guaranteed 
23 minutes top spot in 
aon d division 
although two despite 
Lee Carsley Tosing 2-0 at 


Cambridge as 
Gillingham and 
Wigan both drew and 


equalised for 
Blackburn, the 
point proved enough for 


Charlton when — Bristol Rovers lost, 
Manchester City failed to Preston, the first team 
beat Portsmouth. to win the football league 


in 1888/89, have been 
outside the top two divi- 
sions since 1981. 


City were 2-0 up with 
goals by Spencer Prior 
and Robert Taylor but 
two goals for Lee 


Leandro Machado 
headed Flamengo into an 
early Jead, but goals by 
Felipe and Romario put 
Vasco in front by half- 
time. Two more 
Romario goals, one a 
penalty, and another 
penalty coverted by 
Pedrinho completed the 
rout 
Romario, overlooked 

by Brazil for this week’s World Cup qualifier against 
Ecuador, said he refused to celebrate his goals in 
fespect to Flamengo fans. “There's a mutual respect 
between us,” he said, 


Romario 


NSL 
PREMIERSHIP 


UEFA CUP .- 


$4.55 
$2.35 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


Galatasaray 


ITALIAN 
SERIE A 
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Batistuta wants clear future 


Orentina’s 
Argentine striker 
Gabriel Batistuta, 


responding to reports 
that he may- leave the 
team, said last week he 
wanted a clearer idea of 
his future. 

“I have never said | want 
to leave,” he told reporters. 

“Yet every day in the 
papers, on television and 
on radio, I discover I am 
going to another team, 

“I certainly am not the 
one fuelling these rumours. 
I'm fine where I am. But 
the time has come when 
even I need to know and to 
understand,” he said. 

Batistuta spoke after 
Gazzetta dello Sport 
reported that he might join 
Inter Milan at the end of 
this season, 


Gabriel Batistuta: His movements Se) 
speculated about. 


The paper, in an 
unsourced report, said 
Batistuta’s agent Settimio 
Aloisio would leave 
Argentina for Europe and 
would visit London and 
Madrid before coming to 
Italy. 

Inter are expected to 
seek a striker in the close 
season to fill in for 
Brazilian Ronaldo, who 
will be out for the next 


eight . months after 
rupturing a tendon in his 
right knee. 


The Milan side are 
thought to be keen on 
bringing Batistuta, a 
prolific goalscorer for 
Fiorentina, to the San Siro. 

Batistuta, 31, has played 
at Fiorentina for the past 
nine seasons. 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 


SOUTH AMERICA, 


EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 


AIR FARES FOR 


imbledon striker Carl Cort 
says the players have lost 
confidence in manager Egil 


Olsen as the club struggle to stay in 
the Premier League. 

The “Crazy Gang”, who once 
cheerfully rampaged through English 
soccer with no respect for the likes of 
Liverpool and Manchester United, are 
now distant history. 

Newspapers speculated last week that 
Olsen, the unorthodox Norwegian who 
brought his trademark Wellington boots 
to Selhurst Park in July, could soon be 
on the way out. 

“Welly man Olsen to get the boot,” 
declared The Express, 

England under-21 international Cort 
was quoted in the newspaper as saying 
the club had conceded too many goals 
while players had no confidence in the 
manager: 

“A lot of players didn’t like Egil’s 
new formation. Although you get used to 
it, if the players are less confident in the 
formation and have no confidence in the 
manager, then they will not perform 
well,” he said. 


Wimbledon Lose Confidence in Manager 


Egil Olsen: No Pontiiehce of 
players. 
Wimbledon have lost seven successive 
premier league games. 
Only relegated Watford have let in 
more goals than the 67 they have 
conceded in the league this season. 


Snurs bidding for Solskjaer 


Tiss Hotspur 
have tried to buy 
Manchester 
United’s Norwegian 
striker Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer, who could be 
sold following United’s 
planned bid for 
Dutchman Ruud Van 
Nistelrooy, it was 
reported last week. 

Spurs had bid for 
Solskjaer but league 
champions United had 
fejected the offer as too 
low. 


comment and said: “Clubs 
interested in me know 
what I stand for.” 

Manchester United 
chairman Martin Edwards 
hinted that the club might 
have to sell one of its 
strikers after buying Van 
Nistelrooy from PSV 
Eindhoven. 

“T do not think you can 
seriously keep five strikers 
happy,” he said. 

Solskjaer has spent long 
periods as a substitute at 
Manchester Unifed. Van 


Tottenham’s Norwegian 
striker Steffen Iversen, in 
Oslo with Solskjaer for a 


Ole Gunner Solskjaer 


are interested in Solskjaer. 
It would be good to play 


Nistelrooy’; PS: proposed 18 
million® pound ($51 
million) transfer is in 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


You will uot be disappointed 
RING NOW 


(02) 9660 5736 
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friendly against Belgium with him.” 


last week said: “Tottenham 


Solskjaer declined to 


limbo after he failed a 
medical last week. 


First Spanish Cup final for 
Espanyol in 53 years 


spanyol beat Real Madrid 1-0 in 

their Spanish Cup semi-final 

second leg last week to go through 
to their first final in 53 years. 

Following the goalless first leg Martin 
Posse got the decisive goal after 29 
minutes to secure the final meeting, 
probably with Atletico Madrid. 

‘The Argentine striker picked up a long 
ball by Sergio Gonzalez and rounded Real 
Madrid defender Julio Cesar before slotting 
the ball home. 

Espanyol could have twice increased 
their lead before the break but Raul 
Tamudo was thwarted by heroics from Iker 
Casillas in the Real Madrid goal. 

Real Madrid turned up the pressure in 
the second half and Fernando Morientes 
went close several times, 

However, the best chance for Real 


Madrid to equalise, and progress on away 
goals, came in injury time just a few 
seconds before the whistle. 

Raul Gonzalez had a clear view of the 
goal but with only Espanyol goalkeeper 
Juan Luis Mora to beat, the Spanish 
intemational striker sliced the ball wide. 

Espanyol’s opponents in the final are 
still to be confirmed after their local rivals 
Barcelona refused to play their second leg 
tie against Atletico Madrid. 

‘The Spanish federation are conducting a 
hearing into the affair and could either 
order the match to be replayed later in 
May, or, the most likely option, will judge 
the match to have been conceded by 
Barcelona. 

‘The Spanish Cup final will be played on 
May 27 at a venue to be decided. 


lve wasted ve talent 


jottenham Hotspur winger 

David Ginola says he has 

wasted his talent in England 
and wished he had played in Italy or 
Spain. 

The Frenchman, voted Footballer of 
the Year and Player's Player of the year 
last season, said in an interview that he 
was frustrated and filled with a sense of 
missed opportunity. 

“When I look at the past and I think 
about my quality, my skills, what I’m 
capable of on the pitch, I really deserve 
to have played in a really top team,” 
said the 33-year-old. 

“I will not say that Newcastle and 
Tottenham are not big teams, but when 
T talk big I mean AC Milan, Barcelona, 
Manchester United - teams who are 
playing year in year out at the top level, 
playing for the biggest prizes.” 

A year after being voted France’s 
player of the year, Ginola came to 
England in 1995, signed for Newcastle 
from Paris St Germain by Kevin 
Keegan. 

He moved to Tottenham two years 
later but despite winning the adoration 
of fans, journalists and fellow players, 


he has won precious little, has rarely 
played in Europe and was unable to 
find a way back into the French 
national team. 

Ginola said he had two opportunities 
to join Barcelona, the second when he 
was at Newcastle but the club would 
not release him. 

“This kind of thing really frustrates 
me because I think 1 would have been 
even bigger today if I had played there 
for four or five years. I would have 
played in the Champions League every 
year,” he said. 

“T know 1 would have been huge. 
People who know me, they all know 
that I am really wasting my talent.” 

Ginola is still bitter that he was 
blamed by Gerard Houllier, now 
Liverpool manager, for France’s 
dramatic failure to qualify for the 1994 
World Cup when his misplaced pass 
led to Bulgaria scoring and clinching a 
shock last gasp win in Paris. 

Houllier, then French national coach, 
called Ginola a criminal and dropped 
him. 

“It's a team effort. When you win 
it’s a team effort and when you lose it’s 


David Ginola: Wasted in 
England. 
a team effort,” said Ginola. 

“People said I had killed their dream 
but this isn’t fair. Everyone was hiding 
behind me.” 

Ginola said he had mixed feelings 
when France beat Brazil to win the 
1998 World Cup. “It was fantastic for 
the French people but from a personal 
point of view it was terrible,” he said, 


England under-18s pull out | 
of Turkish tournament 


before the English club's 


lhe English FA has 


“We just feel that we 
know the difficulties and ail 
the pressures that are on 


big as that but it involves | 
eight nations travelling 
around Turkey and we don't 
feel it's either in Turkey's | 
interests or England’s 


to take our under-18 team to 
play in a friendly 
tournament in Turkey 
towards the end of May. 
“Everybody knows about 
the events in Istanbul a 
couple of weeks ago and we 
feel that now is not the time 


Two Leeds supporters 
Were stabbed to death 


members of Galatasaray, 
and aimed to meet them 
again in Turkey once the 


| China give coach | 
Bora first victory 


Bora Milutinovic: Off the 
mark, 


AF 


Tess-than-convinving 
1-0 win over lowly 
Hong Kong in a 
friendly international | 


The narrow victory | 
was the first in three 
matches for Milutonvic, 
the Serb coach 

previously having seen 

his new team lose 2-0 in 

Yugoslavia and draw 0- 
|| 0 with Japan. 

Qi struck the only 
goal of the match after 
20 minutes from the 
edge of the penalty area 
with a right-footed drive 
after a defensive error 
proved costly for Hong 
Kong. 


BARCELONA HANDED ONE-YEAR CUP BAN AFTER SEMI-FINAL NO-SHOW 


arcelona handed one-year Cup 

ban after semi-final no-show 

Barcelona will not be allowed to 
play in next season’s Spanish Cup 
following their semifinal no-show 
against Atletico Madrid, the country’s 
football federation (RFEF) ruled last 
week. 

The Catalan club had argued that they 
could not play the tie as injuries and 
international call-ups — along with the 
tule that puts a limit of three on the 
number of youth team players eligible — 
had left them without a full team. 

The RFEF rejected Barcelona claims 


awarding the tie to Adetico Madrid and 
imposing the maximum punishment in 
theit power for failure to fulfil a 
fixture, 

Barcelona will be banned 
from the Cup for a season and 
fined two million pesetas 
($11,010). 

The club have already said 
they would appeal to the courts 
if necessary in an attempt to overturn the 
decision wich was widely expected after 
the farcical scenes. 

Barcelona's 10 available players, 
wearing the club’s kit, stood on the 
fringes of the Nou Camp pitch in the run- 


up to the game but did not actually take to 
the pitch, leaving captain Pep Guardiola 
to explain to the referee that 
they would not play the game. 

S The referee kept the 
© Atletico players on the pitch 
> for 15 minutes before calling 
~ them —and the match — off. 

Barcelona blamed the RFEF 
for the cancellation because 
they had failed to move the match to their 
preferred date of May 16. 

Atletico Madrid, who won the first leg 
3-0, were immediately awarded the tie 
and a place in the final against Espanyol 
‘on May 27. 


FRIDAY MAY 5 
German Bundesliga 
Optus Vision (C7 Sp. 13) 
3.30pm - 5.30pm 
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SOUTH AMERICAN 
QUALIFYING 


Paraguay | Uruguay 0, Venezuela 0 Argentina 4, 
Brazil 3 Ecuador 2, Chile 1 Peru 1, Bolivia 1 
Colombia |. 


1. Argentina 

2. Per 

3. Brazil 

4, Ecuador 

5. Uruguay 

6. Paraguay 

7. Colombia 

8. Bolivia 

9. Chile 

10, Venezuela 2 
Note: top four qualify for the World Cup. Fifth 

team plays off against the winners of the Oceania 

Tegion. 
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LEADING SCORERS 

2 - Juan Sebastian Veron, Ariel Ortega (Argentina), 
Rivaldo (Brazil), Alex Aguinaga (Ecuador), 

1 - Gabriel Batistuta, Claudio Lopez, Herman Crespo, 
Roberto Ayala (Argentina), Erwin Sanchez (Bolivia), 
Antonio Carlos (Brazil), Rodrigo Tello, Javier 
Margas (Chile), Jairo Castillo (Colombia), Augustin 
Delgado, Ulises de la Cruz (Ecuador), Celso Ayala 
(Paraguay), Nolberto Solano, Roberto Palacios, Juan 
Jayo (Peru), Pablo Garcia (Uruguay) 


INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES 


South Korea 1 (Ha Suk-joo 78) Japan 0, 
Armenia 0 Georgia 0, Russia 2 (Yegor Titov 63, 
Valery Karpin 90) United States 0, Romania 2 
(Adrian Mutu 58, Ionel Ganea 80pen) Cyprus 0, 
Bulgaria 0 Ukraine 1 (Andriy Shevchenko 54), 
Liechtenstein 0 Faroe Islands 1 (Uni Arge 71), 
Denmark 0 Sweden 1 (Joergen Pettersson 37), 
Norway 0 Belgium 2 (Gert Verheyen 55, 90), 
Poland 0 Finland 0, Netherlands 0 Scotland 0, 
Austria 1 (Ivica Vastic 17) Croatia 2 (Thomas 
Floegel 280g, Mario Stanic 66), Czech Republic 4 
(Pavel Nedved 14, 57, Jan Koller 37, Rene Wagner 
90) Israel 1 (Eyal Bercoviz 81), Germany 1 (UIf 
Kirsten 84) Switzerland 1 (Hakan Yakin 33), France 
3 (David Trezéguet 62, 90, Laurent Blanc 78) 
Slovenia 2 (Dzoni Novak 3, Saso Udovic 9), Italy 2 
(Filippo Inzaghi 75, Francesco Totti 88) Portugal 0, 
Ireland 0 Greece 1 (Vassilios Lakis 17), Northern 
Ireland 0 Hungary 1 (Ferenc Horvath 61), 
Luxembourg 1 (Jean Vanek 90) Estonia 1 (Andres 
Oper 83), Andorra 2 (Julian Lucendo 56pen, Juli 
Sanchez 62) Belarus 0, San Marino 0 Moldova 1 
(Serghei Clescenco 49). 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


MANCHERTER UNITED HAVE WON THIS 
YEARS LEAGUE TITLE 


Bradford City 3 Wimbledon 0, Sheffield Wednesday 
O Leeds United 3, Aston Villa 1 Sunderland 1, 
Chelsea 2 Liverpool 0, Everton 0 Arsenal 1, 
Newcastle United 2 Coventry City 0, Southampton | 
Leicester City 2, Tottenham Hotspur 1 Derby County 
1, Watford 2 Manchester United 3, West Ham United 
0 Middlesbrough 1. 


PWODL F A Ps 
1, Manchester United 36 26 7 3 93 44 85 
2. Arsenal 4 20 6 8 6 34 66 
3. Liverpool 35199 7 SIM 66 
4, Leeds United 35 20 4 11 54 41 64 
5. Chelsea 36 17 11 8 48 32 62 
6, Aston Villa 315 12:9 4 32 7 
7. Sunderland 36 15 10 11 55 53 55 
8. West Ham United 35 15 9 11 51 50 54 
9. Tottenham 36 14 8 14:53 45 50 
10. Everton 36 12 13 1 58 46 49 
ll. LeicesterCity 35-147 «(14 50 SI 49. 
12, Newcastle United “35 13 8 14 57 50 47 
13. Middlesbrough 35 «13-8 «(14 41 49 47 
14. Coventry City 36 11 8 17 43 52 41 
15, Southampton 36:11 7-18 43 62 40 
16. Derby County 36-9 ‘10 17 44 53. 37 
17. Bradford City 36 8 9 19 37 65 33 


30 


18. Wimbledon 3% 7 1M 18 44 70 32 
19. Sheffield Wed 35 7 6.22 30 63 27 
20. Watford SSS) S25 325073420) 


WATFORD have been relegated 


LEADING SCORERS 

29 - Kevin Phillips (Sunderland) 

22 - Alan Shearer (Newcastle United) 

20 - Dwight Yorke (Manchester United) 

19 - Andy Cole (Manchester United) 

17 - Michael Bridges (Leeds United) 

15 - Paolo Di Canio (West Ham United) 

14 - Steffen Iversen (Tottenham Hotspur), Thierry 
Henry (Arsenal), Niall Quinn (Sunderland) 

13 - Chris Armstrong (Tottenham Hotspur) 

12 - Kevin Campbell (Everton), Robbie Keane 
(Coventry City), Chris Armstrong (Tottenham), 
Paulo Wanchope (West Ham United), Hamilton 
Ricard (Middlesbrough), Marians Pahars 
(Southampton) 

11 - Michael Owen (Liverpool), Dion Dublin (Aston 
Villa), Nwankwo Kanu (Arsenal), Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer (Manchester United), Tony Cottee 
(Leicester City) 

10 - Emile Heskey (Liverpool, 7 for Leicester City), 
Dean Windass (Bradford City), Harry Kewell (Leeds 
United) 

9 - Tore Andre Flo (Chelsea); Carl Cort 
(Wimbledon), Titi Camara (Liverpool), Patrik Berger 
(Liverpool), Paul Scholes (Manchester United), Gary 
McAllister (Coventry City) 


ENGLISH FIRST DIVISION 


Wolverhampton 3 Fulham, Charlton 0, 1 Ipswich 3, 
Crewe 1 Bolton 3, Crystal Palace 2 Blackburn 1, 
Grimsby 1 Tranmere 2, Huddersfield 0 Stockport 2, 
Man City 1 Birmingham 0, Norwich 2 Sheff Utd 1, 
Nottm Forest 2 Port Vale 0, QPR 0 West Brom 0, 
Swindon 1 Barnsley 2, Walsall 1 Portsmouth 0. 


PWODULF A Pts 
1. Charlton 45 27 10 8 79 43 9 
2. Man City 45 25 11 9 74 39 86 
3. Ipswich 45 24 12:9 69 42 % 
4. Bamsley 45 24 10 11 88 65 & 
5. Birmingham 45 22 10 13 65 44 76 
6, Huddersfield 45 21 U1 13 62 46 74 
7. Wolverhampton 44 20 Il 13 62 46 71 
8. Bolton 44°19 13 12 66 49 70 
9. Fulham 45 16 16 13 46 41 64 
10, QPR 45 15 18 12 59 52 63 
1). Blackburn 45 15 I7 13 54 47 62 
12. Norwich a5 14 15 16 45 49 57 
13. Tranmere 45 15 12 18 56 66 57 
14. Stockport 45 13 15 17 53 64 54 
15. Nottm Forest 45 13 14 18 50 53 53 
16. Sheff Utd 45 13 14 18 57 69 53 
17. Portsmouth 45 13 12 20 54 63 51 
18. Crystal Palace 45 12 15 18 55 66 51 
19. Grimsby 45 13 11 21 41 67 50 
20. Crewe 45 13 9 23 44 67 48 
21. West Brom 45.9 19 17 41 6 46 
22, Walsall 45 11 13 21 52 75 46 
23. Port Vale 45 7 15 23 48 68 36 
24. Swindon 45 8 Il 26 36 75 35 


ENGLISH SECOND DIVISION 


Stoke 2 Cardiff 1, Bristol Rovers 2 Bournemouth 2, 
Burnley 2 Cambridge 0, Bury 1 Reading 1, 
Chesterfield 2 Notts County 1, Colchester 3 Bristol 
City 4, Gillingham 2 Brentford 0, Oldham 1 
Blackpool 1, Oxford 2 Scunthorpe 0, Preston 3° 
Millwall 2, Wigan 0 Wrexham 1, Wycombe 0 Luton 
1. 


PWODLF A Pos 
1, Preston 45 27 11 7 72 «37 9% 
2. Bumley 45 24 13:8 67 46 85 
3. Wigan 45 22:16 7 70 36 82 
4. Gillingham 44 24 10 10 75 46 82 
5. Bristol Rovers 45 23 11 11 69 44 80 
6. Millwall 45 22 13 10 75 50 79 
7, Stoke 44°22 13 9 65 41 79 
8. Notts County 45 18 10 17 59 53 64 
9. Bristol City 45 15 19 IL 59 55 64 
10. Laton 45 17 9 19 60 64 60 
1). Oldham 45 16 Il 18 49 54 59 
12, Reading 45 15 14 16 56 63 59 
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Excludes Monday games 


13, Wrexham 

14. Wycombe 

15. Bury 

16. Bournemouth 45 16 8 21 57 60 56 


17. Brentford 45 13 12 20 47 61 SI 
18. Colchester 45 14 9 22 59 82 SI 
19, Cambridge 45 32 12 21 63 63 48 
20, Oxford 45 12 9 24 43 72 45 
21. Cardiff 44 8 17:19 43 63 41 
22. Blackpool 45 8 16 21 47 75 40 
23. Scunthorpe 45 9 12 24 39 72 39 


24, Chesterfield 


ENGLISH THIRD DIVISION 


Barnet 2 Leyton Orient 2, Carlisle 1 Darlington 1, 
Cheltenham 1 Chester 0, Hartlepool 1 Rotherham 2, 
Lincoln 1 Southend 0, Macclesfield 1 Rochdale 2, 
Northampton 1 Mansfield 0, Peterborough 0 Torquay 
2, Plymouth 0 Hull City 1, Shrewsbury 1 Brighton 2, 
Swansea 3 Exeter 0, York 2 Halifax 0. 


P WDE F APIs 
1, Swansea 45 24 12 9 50 29 & 
2. Rotherham 45 24 11 10 71 35 83 
3. Northampton 45 24 7 14 61 4 79 
4, Darlington 45 20 16 9 64 36 76 
5, Peterborough 45 21 12 12 62 54 75 
6. Bamet 45 21 1i 13 58 52 74 
7. Cheltenham 45 20 10 15 49 40 70 
8, Hartlepool 45 20 9 16 57 49 69 
9, Rochdale 45 18 13 14 56 53 67 
10. Torquay 44 18 12 14 59 50 66 
11, Plymouth 45 16 17 12 53 49 65 
12. Brighton 45 16 16 13 63 46 64 
13.Macclesfield «45.«17:«*WLs«dA'T:«&S. «G2 
14, Hull City 45 15 14 16 43 40 59 
15. Lincoln 45 15 14 16 67 67 59 
16, Mansfield 45 16 7 22 48 63 55 
17. Halifax 45 15 9 21 44 57 54 
18, Southend 44 14 11 19 51 58 53 
19,Leyton Orient © 45 «13:12:20 47 52 SI 
20. York 45 12 15 18 39 53 51 
21. Exeter 45 IL IL 23 45 70 44 
22. Carlisle 49 124 42 74 39 
23. Chester 45 10 9 26 44 78 39 
24, Shrewsbury 45 8 13 24 38 66 3 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


RANGERS HAVE WON THIS YEARS LEAGUE 
TITLE 


Rangers 3 Dundee 0, Dundee United 0 St Johnstone 
1, Hibernian 1 Aberdeen 0, Kilmarnock 0 Hearts 1, 


~ Motherwell 1 Celtic 1. 


PWODL F A Pts 
1 Rangers 32:25 6 1 88 22 81 
2. Celtic S2IGT SO 825 5710 59) 
3, Hearts 33:14 8 IL 45 38 50 
4, Motherwell 33 11 10 12 43 62 43 
5, Hibernian 32 10 11 Il 46 SI 41 


6, Dundee United 32 IL 6 15 33 49 39 
7, St Johnstone 32 


8, Dundee 33:10 5 18 41 62 35 
9. Kilmamock 33.7 «13 13 34 43 34 
10. Aberdeen 325 16) 19835 775 5 27: 
LEADNG SCORERS 


25 - Mark Viduka (Celtic) 

17- Billy Dodds (Rangers, 9 for Dundee United) 

16 - Rod Wallace (Rangers) 

14- Jorg Albertz (Rangers) 

12 - Gary McSwegan (Hearts) 

11 - Willie Falconer (Dundee) 

10 - John Spencer (Motherwell), Nathan Lowndes (St 
Johnstone), Kenny Miller (Hibernian) 

9 - Michael Mols (Rangers), Eyal Berkovic (Celtic), 
Russell Latapy (Hibernian), Lee McCulloch 
(Motherwell), Mark Burchill (Celtic) 

8 - Colin Cameron (Hearts), Arild Stavrum 
(Aberdeen), Mixu Paatelainen (Hibernian) 

7 - Henrik Larsson (Celtic), Christophe Cocard 
(Kilmarnock) 

6 - Jonalan Johannson (Rangers), Lubomir Moravcik 
(Celtic), Joaquim Ferraz (Dundee United), Thomas 
Johnson (Celtic), Darren Jackson (Hearts), Dirk 
Lehmann (Hibernian), David Hannah (Dundee 
United), Gary Wales (Hearts) 


SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 


Clydebank 0 G Morton 3, Dunfermline | Airdrie 0, 
Falkirk 2 Inverness CT 2, Livingston 3 Ayr 1, St 
Mirren 3 Raith 0. 


P WODHUL F A PIs 
1, St Mirren 35237 5 15 MW 16 
2. Dunfermline 35 20 11 4 66 31 71 
3. Falkirk 35 20 7 8 64 37 67 
4, Livingston 35 18 7 10 58 45 61 
5. Raith 35 17 7 «1 55 40 58 
6. Inverness CT 35 12 10 13 55 55 46 
7. Ayt 35 10 7 18 39 49 37 
8. G Morton 35 9 6 0 43 61 33 
9. Airdrie 35 7 8 20 29 67 29 
10. Clydebank SES aT (Seed Vr cet 


SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 


Clyde 4 Arbroath 1, Partick 0 Alloa 1, Queen of 
South 1 Hamilton 1, Ross County. 3 Stranraer 1, 


Stirling 1 Stenhousemuir 0. 

P WOE F A PIs 
1.Clyde 35 18 Ll 6 64 35 65 
2. Ross County 35 18 7 10 55 37 61 
3, Alloa 35 16 13 6 52 37 61 
4, Partick 35 12 10 13 40 41 46 
5. Arbroath 35 10 14 I 49 53 4 
6. Stranraer 35 8 18 9 45 45 42 
7. Hamilton 35 9 14 12 38 44 41 
8. Stirling 35 11 7 «17 60 71 40 
9. Stenhousemuir 35 10 7 18 42 57 37 
10. Queen of South 35 8 9 18 44 69 33 


SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 


Albion 0 Berwick 0, East Fife 3 East Stirling 1, 
Forfar 2 Cowdenbeath 2, Montrose 2 Dumbarton 1, 
Queens Park I Brechin 0. 


PWODULF A PTs 
1. Queens Park, 35 19 9 7 Sl 35 66 
2. Berwick SSeS OR TSE S19 29)% 63" 
3. East Fife 35 17 8 10 44 37 59 
4, Forfar 35 16 10 9 63 40 58 
5. Cowdenbeath 35 15 9 U1 57 40 4 
6. Dumbarton 35 14 8 13 51 50 50 
7, East Stirling 35 11 7 «+17 28 49° 40 
8. Montrose 35 10 7 18 38 52 37 
9, Brechin 35 9) Bh 1839 49° 35 
10. Albion 6h) SSO VI) PBlek) top aee. 


ITALIAN SERIE A 


Bari 0 AS Roma 0, Cagliari 2 Bologna 2,"Fiorentina 3 
Lecce 0, Lazio 3 Venezia 2, AC Milan I Piacenza 0, 
Parma 0 Udinese 0, Perugia 1 Inter Milan 2, Torino 2 
Reggina 1, Verona 2 Juventus 0. 


PWODULF A Ps 
1. Juventus 2m 8 465 D 
2. Lazio 32:19 9 4 58 31 66 
3. AC Milan 32:15 12 5 60 39 57 
4. Inter Milan Soe loMy Oeste ar, 53 
5, Parma 32:15 10 7 48 35 55 
6. AS Roma 32 14 10 8 S4 31 52 
7. Udinese 32:12:11 9 353 40 47 
8. Fiorentina 32: 12:9 41 38 45 
9. Verona 32 10 11 Wt 37 42 41 
10. Bologna Saree et2iei1" 29) 35039) 
11, Reggina 32 9 12 11 30 38 39 
12. Perugia 32 1 6 15 34 530 39 
13, Lecce 32.9 10 13 30 44 37 
14, Bari 32.9 8 15 32 47 35 
15. Torino 32 7 12 13 32 44 33 
16, Venezia 32.6 8 18 30 % 26 
17. Cagliari 32:3 «(12 17 28 SI 21 
18. Piacenza 3224 8 017 2 
LEADING SCORERS 


22 - Andriy Shevchenko (AC Milan) 

21 - Hernan Crespo (Parma) 

19 - Gabriel Batistuta (Fiorentina) 

17 - Vincenzo Moatella (AS Roma) 

15 - Filippo Inzaghi (Juventus), Marco Ferrante 
(Torino) 

14 - Cristiano Lucarelli (Lecce) 

13 - Christian Vieri (Inter Milan) 


12 - Giuseppe Signori (Bologna), Roberto Muzzi 
(Udinese) 

11 - Marcelo Salas (Lazio), Oliver Bierhoff (Milan), 
Mohammed 

Kallon (Reggina), Marco Delvecchio (Roma) 

10 - Alvaro Recoba (Inter), Nicola Amoruso (Perugia) 
9 - Stefano Fiore (Udinese), Filippo Maniero 
(Venezia) 

8 - Patrick Mboma (Cagliari), Alessandro Del Piero 
(Juventus), Francesco Totti (Roma), Maurizio Ganz 
(Venezia) 

7 - Juan Veron (Lazio), Martin Joergensen (Udinese), 
Fabrizio Cammarata (Verona) 

6 - Yksel Osmanovski (Bari), Kennet Andersson 
(Bologna), Daniele Berretta (Cagliari), Ivan 
Zamorano (Inter), Darko Kovacevic (Juventus), 
Simone Inzaghi, Sinisa Mihajlovic (Lazio), David 
Sesa (Lecce), Zvonimir Boban (Milan), Renato Olive 
(Perugia), Andrea Pirlo (Reggina), Roberto Carlos 
Sosa (Udinese), Adailton, Domenico Morfeo 
(Verona). 


ANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Alaves | Valladolid 0, Celta Vigo 2 Deportivo Coruna 
1, Racing Santander 1 Numancia 1, Real Mallorca 4 
Real Betis 0, Real Sociedad 2 Malaga 2, Real 
Zaragoza 0 Athletic Bilbao 0, Sevilla 2 Oviedo 3, 
Atletico Madrid 0 Barcelona 3, Espanyol 0 Real 


Madrid 2, Rayo Vallecano | Valencia 3. 
P WODL FA Pts 
1, Deportivo Coruna 35 20 4 11 62 42 64 
2. Barcelona 35 19 5 Il 68 42 62 
3. Real Zaragoza 35 15 146 54 34 59 
4. Real Madrid 35 15 146 56 46 59 
5. Alaves 35 16 9 10 37 33 57 
6, Valencia 35 16 9 10 53 38 57 
\7. Real Mallorca 35 13:9 13 46 41 48 
8. Celta Vigo 35 14 6 15 42 41 48 
9, Valladolid 35 12 11 12 33 40 47 
10. Malaga 35 11 14 10 53 46 47 
11. Espanyol 35 12 10 13 51 44 46 
12. Rayo Vallecano 35 13 7 15 45 49 46 
13, Athletic Bilbao 35 11 12 12 43 54 45 
14, Racing Santander 35 10 13 12 50 48 43 
15, Real Sociedad 35 10 13 12 41 45 43 
16. Real Oviedo 35 10 Il 14 40 56 41 
17. Numancia 35 10 Hl 14 42 55 41 
18. Real Betis 35 9 9 17 2853 36 
19. Atletico Madrid 35 8 9 18 43 60 33 
20. Sevilla 35 5 12 18 39 59 27 


Note: teams onthe same points are ranked according 
to the head-to-head results and then on goal differ- 
ence. 


LEADING SCORERS 

26 - Salva Ballesta (Racing Santander) 

24 - Catanha (Malaga) 

23 - Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink (Atletico Madrid) 

20 - Roy Makaay (Deportivo Coruna) 

19 - Savo Milosevic (Real Zaragoza) 

17 - Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid) 

16 - Diego Tristan (Real Mallorca) 

13 - Patrick Kluivert (Barcelona) 

12 - Rivaldo (Barcelona), Fernando Morientes (Real 
Madrid), Juan Carlos Gomez (Sevilla), Victor 
Femandez (Valladolid), Gaizka Mendieta (Valencia) 
IL - Dely Valdes (Oviedo), Dani Garcia (Barcelona) 
10 - Joseba Etxeberria (Athletic Bilbao), Alfonso 
Perez (Real Betis), Raul Tamudo (Espanyol) 

9 - Vassilis Tsartas (Sevilla), Djalminha (Deportivo 
Coruna), Luis Figo (Barcelona), Manuel Canabal 
(Rayo Vallecano), Oscar de Paula (Real Sociedad), 
Yordi Gonzalez (Real Zaragoza), Claudio Lopez 
(Valencia) 

8 - Ruben Navarro (Numancia), Pauleta Resendes 
(Deportivo Coruna), Juanele Castano (Real Zaragoza), 
Rodrigo Fabri (Valladolid) Turu Flores (Deportivo 
Coruna), Benni McCarthy (Celta Vigo) 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


SpVgg Unterhaching 1 Werder Bremen 0, Hamburg 
SV 0 Bayer Leverkusen 2, Kaiserslautern 6 SSV Ulm 
2, Bayern Munich 4 Hansa Rostock 1, VfB Stuttgart 1 
Borussia Dortmund 2, Schalke 04 2 TSV 1860 
Munich 2, Hertha Berlin 0 SC Freiburg 0, Bintracht 
Frankfurt 4 VfL Wolfsburg 0, MSV Duisburg 0 
Amninia Bielefeld 3. 


P WODL FA Pts 
1, Bayer Leverkusen 32 20 102 70 33 70 
2.Bayem Munich 32 207 5 67 27 67 
3. Hamburg SV oP IB) Uy SS Bp 
4, Hertha Berlin 32 13 118 38 41 50 
5. TSV 1860 Munich 32 13 109 52 46 49 
6. Kaiserslautern 32 15 4 13 52 56 49 
7. VEL Wolfsburg 32 HN 138 4955 46 
8. Werder Bremen 32 12 8 12 60 49 44 
9. VfB Stuttgart 32:13 '5 14 37 43 44 
10. SpVgg Unter. 32 M8 13 3839 41 
11. Schalke 04 32 8 1410 41 41 38 
12. SC Freiburg. 32 9 10 13 42 47 37 
13. Eintracht Frank. 32 11 5 16 39 39 36 
14. Borussia Dor. 32 8 12 12 37 37 36 
15. Hansa Rostock 32 7 14 II 41 56 35 
16. SSV Ulm 32 8 8 16 33 60 32 
17. Arminia Bielefeld 32 7 8 17 37 55 29 
18. MSV Duisburg 32 4 9 19 36 66 21 


Note: Eintracht Frankfurt deducted two points for 
financial irregularities by German Soccer Federation. 


LEADING SCORERS 

18 - Martin Max (TSV 1860 Munich) 

16 - Ulf Kirsten (Bayer Leverkusen) 

13 - Ebbe Sand (Schalke 04) 

12 - Ailton (Werder Bremen), Jonathan Akpoborie 
(VfL Wolfsburg), Elber, Paulo Sergio (both Bayern 
Munich), Michael Preetz (Hertha Berlin) 

Il - Marco Bode (Werder Bremen), Youri Djorkaeff 
(Kaiserslautern) 

10 - Stefan Beinlich (Bayer Leverkusen), Andrzej 
Juskowiak (Vfl. Wolfsburg), Bruno Labbadia 
(Arminia Bielfeld), Adel Sellimi (SC Freiburg) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


PSV Eindhoven ARE THIS YEARS LEAGUE 
Champions. Feyenoord 5 AZ Alkmaar 3, Utrecht 1 
Willem If Tilburg 1, Cambuur Leeuwarden 0 
Heerenveen 2, PSV Eindhoven 7 RKC Waalwijk 1, 
Den Bosch 0 Fortuna Sittard 2, MVV Maastricht 2 
NEC Nijmegen 0, Graafschap Doetinchem 2 Sparta 
Rotterdam 3, Vitesse Amhem 3 Ajax Amsterdam 0, 


Roda JC Kerkrade 3 Twente Enschede 2. 

P WOLF A Pt 
L.PSV Eindhoven 32 25 3 4 10124 78 
2, Heerenveen 32 21 3 8 63 34 66 
3. Feyenoord 32.17 9 6 6351 60 
4, Vitesse Amhem = 32:«:117 8 7 (64 41 59 
5. Ajax Amsterdam 32 17 7 8 70 48 58 
6. Twente Enschede 32 15 11.6 52 36 56 
7. AZ Alkmaar 32:17 4 1 67 55 55 
8, Roda JC Kerkrade 32 14 7 11 57 51 49 
9, Willem I Tilburg 32 13 8 11 53 60 47 
10, Utrecht 32 13 4 15 52 58 43 
11, RKC Waalwijk 32 11 6 15 41 65 39 
12, Fortuna Sittard 32 10 7 15 44 50 37 
13, Sparta Rotterdam 32 11 4 17 48 66 37 
14, Graafschap 32. 8 8 16 40 55 32 
15,NEC Nijmegen 32 7 6 19 35 58 27 
16. MVV Maastricht 32 6 6 20 37 66 24 
17, Cambuur 32 4 7 21 29 64 19 
18, Den Bosch 32 3 10 19 28 73 19 
LEADING SCORERS 


29 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (PSV Eindhoven) 

24 - Pierre van Hooijdonk (Vitesse Amhem) 

19- Amold Bruggink (PSV) 

18 - Anthony Lurling (Heerenveen) 

17 - Jan Vennegoor of Hesselink (Twente Enschede) 
John Bosman (AZ Alkmaar) Luc Nilis (PSV) 

15 - Bob Peeters (Roda JC Kerkrade) 

14 - Nikos Machlas (Ajax Amsterdam) Richard 
Knopper (Ajax) Julio Cruz (Feyenoord) 


FRENCH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Bastia | Paris St Germain 2, AJ Auxerre 2 Olympique 
Marseille 2, St-Etienne 1 Girondins Bordeaux 2, 
Racing Lens 4 Olympique Lyon 3, Sedan 2 Monaco 1, 
Nancy 2 Nantes 1, Troyes 1 Stade Rennes 0, 
Montpellier 0 Metz 1, Le Havre 0 Racing Strasbourg 1. 


P WODLF A Pts 
1. Monaco 32:19 § 8 6333 & 
2.ParisStGermain 32 15 9 8 49 38 54 
3. Girondins Bordeaux 32 15 8 9 S037 53 
4. Olympique Lyon 32 15 7 10 41 39 52 


5. Sedan 32 13 8 I 41 41 47 
6, Racing Strasbourg 32 13 7 12 42 48 46 
7. Bastia 32 tH 11 10 41 36 44 
8. AJ Auxerre 32:12 8 12 33.37 44 
9. Racing Lens 32127 13:37 40 43 
10. St-Etienne 32 11:9 12 42 46 42 
11. Troyes 32 13:3 16 33 47 42 
12, Metz. 32 8 177 35 30 41 
13, Olympique Mar, 32 9 13 10 41 41 40 
14, Stade Rennes 32 117 14 42 44 40 
15, Nancy 32 10 B 14 39 43 38 
16, Nantes 32.10 7 15 37 40 37 
17. Le Havre 32.9 7 16 28 46 34 
18. Montpellier 32.7 9 16 37 45 30 


LEADING SCORERS 

22.- Sonny Anderson (Olympique Lyon) 

20 - David Trezeguet (Monaco) 

18 - Marco Simone (Monaco) 

15 - Christian (Paris St Germain), Shabani Nonda 
(Stade Rennes) 

14 - Alex (St Etienne), Lilian Laslandes (Girondins 
Bordeaux) 

13 - Antoine Sibierski (Nantes), Tony Cascarino 
(Nantes) 

12 - Sylvain Wiltord (Girondins Bordeaux), Stephane 
Guivare’h (AJ Auxerre) 

10 - Frederic Nee (Bastia) 


PORTUGUESE PREMIER LEAGUE 


Salgueiros 3 Uniao Leiria 0, Santa Clara 1 Belenenses 
0, Vitoria Setubal 1 Campomaiorense 2, Gil Vicente 2 
Alverca 2, Benfica 3 Vitoria Guimaraes 0), Maritimo 0 
Sporting Lisbon 2, Boavista 2 Rio Ave 0, Farense 3 


Porto 3, Estrela Amadora 3 Braga 3. 

P WOLFE A Pts 
1.Sporting Lisbon 32 22 8 2 53 21 74 
2. Porto 32 217 4 63 23 70 
3. Benfica CR Moe hE SP TK) 
4, Boavista 32 16 6 10 38 28 S54 
5. Gil Vicente 32 13 109 46 33 51 
6. Maritimo 3212: U9 36 32 47 
7. Vitoria Guimaraes 32 14 5 13 44 38 47 
8.EstrelaAmadora 32 9 15 8 36 33 42 
9. Braga 32.12 5 15 42 43 41 
10, Belenenses 32 9 13 10 35 35 40 
11. Uniao Leiria 329 (L 1ON28ea3i as 
12, Alverca 32.10 8 14 38 46 38 
13. Campomaiorense 32 9 6 17 30 48 33 
14, Salgueiros 32.9 6 17 2742 33 
15, Farense 32) FOS 33558) o 32) 
16. Rio Ave 32.7 9 16 3049 30 
17. Vitoria Setubal 32 8 5 19 24 49 29 
18. Sante Clara 32 6 10 16 3045 28 


YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISION 


Radnicki Kragujevac 2 Radnicki Nis 0, OFK Beograd 
Belgrade 2 Sutjeska Niksic 3, Rad Belgrade | Partizan 
Belgrade 2, Zemun Belgrade 0 Hajduk Belgrade 3, 
Zeleznik Belgrade 3 Proleter Zrenjanin 0, Red Star 
Belgrade 4 Vojvodina Novi Sad 0, Borac Cacak 1 
Hajduk Kula 3, Milicionar Belgrade 1 Obilic Belgrade 
0, Sartid Smederevo 3 Mogren Budva 1, Buducnost 


Podgorica 0 Cukaricki Belgrade 0. 

P WOLF A Ps 
1, Red Star Belgrade 35 28 6 1 7417 9 
2, Partizan Belgrade 35 28 4 3 97 27 88 
3, Obilic Belgrade 35 25 5 5 59 27 80 
4, Sutjeska Niksic 36 15 9 12 45 45 354 
5, Rad Belgrade 35 15 8 12 51 40 53 
6, Radnicki Nis 36 15 4 17 46 43 49 
7, Zeleznik Belgrade 35 13 9 13 47 41 48 
8, Milicionar Belgrade 36 13 8 17 44 46 47 
9, Buducnost Pod. 35 13.7 15 40 38 46 
10, OFK Beograd 35 12 10 13 50 53 46 
11. Cukaricki 35 12 10 13 33 37 46 
12, Zemun Belgrade 35 12 9 14 40 50 45 
13, VojvodinaNovi 35 12 8 15 47 47 44 
14, Radnicki 35 1 Il 13 29 36 44 
15, Sartid Smederevo 36 12 7 17 36 42 43 
16, Hajduk Kula 35 12 7 16 31 39 43 
17. Hajduk Belgrade 35 13 3 19 50 64 42 
18. Proleter Zrenjanin 35 10 9 16 31 43 39 
19.MogrenBudva 35 11 5 19 35 61 38 
20, Spartak Subotice 35 8 5 22 28 67 29 
21. Borac Cacak 36 6 4 26 36 87 22 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MAY 2, 2000 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Rijeka 2 Hajduk 0, Zagreb 1 Dinamo 2, Osijek 0 
Varteks 0, Istra 4 Vukovar 91 3, Sibenik 2 Hrv. 


Dragovoljac 0, Cibalia 0 Slaven Belupo 0, 

P WOLF A Pts 
1, Dinamo Zagreb 30 206 4 1423 66 
2. Hajduk Split 30 169 5 3627 56 
3, Osijek 30 15 8 7 5239 53 
4, NK Rijeka 30 127 Il 5036 43 
5, Slaven Belupo 30 10 137 % 29 43 
6. Cibalia Vinkovei 930 9 129 35 35 39 
7. Varteks Varazdin 30 10 8 12 30 41 38 
8. NK Zagreb 30 9 10 11 4045 37 
9, Sibenik 30.7 9 14 28 47 30 
10. Hrv. Dragovoljac 30 7 8 15 3355 29 
11. Istra Pula 30 7 6 17 3156 27 
12, Vukovar 91 30 6 8 16 2749 26 


NOTE - Hajduk was docked one point for fielding a 
suspended player against Hrvatski Dragovoljac in 
March, 


HUNGARIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Szombathely 3 Debrecen 1, Ferencvaros 3 
Nagykanizsa 0, Pecs 3 Nyirseg Spartacus 0, 
Zalaegerszeg 1 Dunaferr 4, Vasas Budapest 2 
Diosgyor 0, Gyor ETO 1 Siofok 1, Vac 0 MTK 
Budapest 5. 


P WOLF A Pt 
1. Dunaferr 27197 1 62 22 64 
2.MTK Budapest. 27 16 8 3 55 20 56 
3. Vasas Budapest. 27 17 4 6 S122 55 
4, Tatabanya 2 12 115 3030 47 
5, Ferencvaros 2% U8 9 4933 41 
6. Debrecen 2 7 9 38 34 40 
7. Ujpest 21109 8 4433 39 
8. Gyor ETO 21 108 9 45 28 38 
9. Nyirseg Spartacs 27 10 6 Il 29 39 36 
10. Zalaegerszeg 27 8 118 30 26 35 
11. Kispest Honved 28 9 8 II 25 33 35 
12. Pecs 218 109 3242 34 
13. Haladas 217°«5 15 3045 26 
14, Nagykanizsa «28:6 SB «14-21-40 26 
15. Diosgyor 75 75B47 2 
16. Siofok 2% 6 6 16 2245 21 
17. Vac 73 5 192370 14 


JAPANESE J LEAGUE 


Vissel Kobe 0 Kashima Antlers 3, FC Tokyo 3 Kyoto 
Purple Sanga 0, Avispa Fukuoka 1 Sanfrecce 
Hiroshima 0, Kawasaki Frontale 0 Shimizu S-Pulse 2, 
JEF United Ichihara 0 Nagoya Grampus Eight 1, 
Yokohama F Marinos 4 Gamba Osaka 1, Verdy. 
Kawasaki 2 Jubilo Iwata 3, Cerezo Osaka 4 Kashiwa 
Reysol 1. rn 


P WOLF A Ps 
1, Yokohama 9 6 03 B12 18 
2. Cerezo Osaka ror aOies: 2216 17 
3. Iwata Saree Ole cls I 217 
4, FC Tokyo 9 603 611 17 
5. Shimizu 8 6 02 138 16 
6. Kashima Os) 014-129: “14 
7. Kashiwa 9 6 03 1414 14 
8. Ichihara 941444 2B 
9, Nagoya S280 58 oh 
10. Verdy Kawasaki 9 4 0 5 13:15 11 
11. Fukuoka 95-4 0S 285 13/510 
12, Hiroshima Ts Si A) 
13,GambaOsaka 9 2 25 1314 8 
14, Kobe Gare os OM 
15. Kawasaki Frontale 9 2 1 6 6 12 7 
16. Kyoto G2 0-8 6,21 3 


(Note: winners in extra time are awarded 2 points) 


CONCACAF OLYMPIC QUALIFYING 


CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH Honduras 2 (Oscar 
David Suazo 29 & 56) United States 1 (Josh Wolff 
12) THIRD PLACE MATCH Mexico 5 (Joaquin 
Beltran 23, Adrian Sanchez 43, Daniel Osorno 55, 
Juan Pablo Rodriguez 59, Cesareo Victorino 82) 
Guatemala 0. 

Note: Honduras and the U.S. clinched berths in the 
Olympic soccer tournament with their semifinal victo- 
ries, 
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